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= The effefiuall fervent prayer of a righteous may eudileth 
SITES much, James 5, 16. 
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| To the Reader, | 
Courteous Reader, + | | 
. ' . Oo diſcourſe largelyof che | 5 and uſe of this 
& piece of ſpirituall armour, after ſd manyJears; 


there 1s much ſpoken to this purpoſe, for thy ſuris 
7 fattion, in theinſuing Treatiſe ; wherein 


ned and uſefull Treatiſes, upon this ſybjett, may| 
ſeeme ſuperfiuous , eſpecially conſidering aa 
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The Saints daily Exerciſe) and ftrong inforcement to it, there 


dy performance thereof. In all nbich, whas hath beene done by this 
Reverend and northy mane had rather ſhould _ in the Trea-' 
riſe it ſelfe, ro thy indifferent judgement, than to be much in ſetting 
downe our owne opinion, This we doubt not of, that, by reaſon of the. 
ſpiritual, and comvincing manner of handling this Argunent,it will 


ave beene ſpoken, yet much more 


nature, wherein, _ much 


rs the moſt ſpirituall aFion, wherein we have neerer communion with 
God, than in anyother holy performance, and whereby it pleaſeth God 


| oft backwardneſse, and indiſpoſedneſ5e, and from thence moſt de- 


winne acceptance with many, e Py conſidering, that it is of that | 


ro conveigh _ to 14,t0 the performance whereof Chriſtians finde | 
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the unfolding of the nature of this duty (which ic | 


15 an eudeauour to give ſatisfation in the meſt incident caſes, wane || 


of clearing whereof is uſually an hindrance to the chearefull andrea-|j - 
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| jeftion of ſpirit , which alſd in theſe times, is moſt neceſcarggrherein, 
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be ſaid with goedreliſh to thoſe that have any ſpirituall ſenſe : forie || 
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Otne Keade: 


| unleffe we fetch helpe from Heaven, this way, we foe the Church, and 

| | Capje of God like ta be trampled wnder feet.” Onely remember, chat 
| wee ter theſe Sermons pa fe forch 46 they were delivered by himfelfe, 
| iapwilikegrithout taking that liberty of adding or detratting which, 
perhaps, ſame auld have thought mecte: for we thought. is beſtthas 
his owne meaning ſhould be m__ in hu onne words and manner, 
| eſpeciaBty conſidering there ir little, nhich proves may ſeeme ſuper- | 
flow ro ſome, but may, by Gods bleſſing, bee wſefull to others, 1s [ 
{ would be a good prevention of many inconveniencies, in thirkinde, if 
' able men ould beeperfradled to: publiſh their omne workes in their 
life time, yet wee thinke it a good ſervice 10 the Church; when that 
defeF is ſupplyed by giving ſome life to thafe things, which other- 
'wiſe-would have dycd of themſelves, The bleſſing .of theſt La- 
' bours of his we commend unto God,and the benefit of them wnto thee, 
lng, _ AS 


Thine in our Lerd:Icſas Chriſt, 
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T HE words opened,” wherew | 

; are three things, 2 
r What praycr is, ibid. 


3 Why the Lord will haye ns Pray, 
for 7. reaſons, 
3 What it ist0 pray continually 


| _ rwice aday, the ith 


Wicked mentheir miſcry, 
Morivesto prayer 8, 
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Objettions apainft Prayer. 
ObxRion againtt time ſpeat inpray- 
er, anſwered 3, wayes.- 33 
Obje&, againſt prayer inreſpect of 
ator anſwered two waics. 34 
Objretion conceraing difficulties to 
prayo7 noctionsd and their reme. 
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Obj: A. againfl prayer, Godknowe:| 

Our WARts, 47 

ObjeRion from God #puxpole to be. 

ffow things,anſwered 2. Waics, 42 
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| ObjxeR, wicked men enjoy bleſng 
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--witkout prayer, \qofiveced __ 
wayes, 
Object thatthe godly pray and pdt 
rot,and the reaſons, 50 
When we pray to ſpend on our lufts, 
52 
G OD grants not our prayers he in our 
Manner. . $4 
Nor by ourmeanes, 56: 
Nor-inour time, 29 


God defers to grant our 1equeſts for 
4 reaſons, hy 64 
6 Danvers in negleRing prayer, 70! 
g- Caſes of nk "pies 
prayer. 7a 
1. Caſe abut wandrivg thoughts, 4 
eauſes of thery, 
2 Caſe concerning dulnefſe, with the 
cauſes of it.- : 
3 Caſc of pra? ying after ſome great | 
finne,,3reafons for it. 76 
+ Caſe concerning a ſer forme of] 
prayer. 3: 
5 Eaſe concerning voice, and 7 
in prayer, 


Ar Caſe of —— - time, Fe wy 
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tions in it, | - riehe, 
FOE res mo al 
3 ns in uſing meanes, oath 
þ Caſe concerning es, in faith,98 | concerning ir. 15 
preheflagwingy iflhcougprayg| 4 Copdicipn hundlpy ,{4 4 yi 
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Pray continually. 


SHEA rofile bewjinthe- 
— FOO of this Ept- 
m2 bySo ſtle, heapes up many | 
precepts toget h 00 | 
OE therefore wee hail not * 

X , neede ro ſeeke outthe | 


p before,or thoſe that 
llow after. Rejoyce e- 


give. 


vermore, (ith he ; ) Pre continually , In all things | 
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Things con- 
derable, for 


u the handling of which , wee will doe theſe | | 
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The Saints daily Exerciſe. | 
give thankes : for this is the will of Gad in Chriſl eſs 
80 | F Jn 3 


We are now fallenupon this Text,where this 
duty of prayer 1s commended to us, and itis a 
command from God himſelfe delivered ſhortly, | 
as lawesare wont to bee, without any great pre- 
miſesand reaſons, and indeed,hath therefore the 
moxe authority it-it, 


Pray continually, 


three things : 

Firſt, we will ſhew youwhat Prayer is. 
Secondly, why the Lord requires this at our 
hands ; for a man might obje,the Lord knowes 
my wants well enough , hee knowes my minde, 
and how Iam affeted ? I, bur yetthe Lordwilt 
haveus to pray, and to aske before he will beſtoiy | 

it upon us. 
nd laſtly, what it is topray continually, 
For the firſt : if wee would define prayer in ge- 
neral[to you, I would give you no more bur this 
deſcription of it ; 1t is au expreſſion of the mindets 
the Lord : ſometimes by words, ſometimes wirh- 
out words, but yettbere muſt bee an exprefſion, 
and _— opening ofthe wilt to him, This:is the 
eralt. | 

But now to know what a right prayer is, what 
ſuch a prayer is,as Godaccepts;you muſt have an- 
other definitionwhich muſt have more ingredi- 
ents into it,and ſ0;Prayer is (nothing elſe but) an 


expreſſion or offering of thoſt holy, and good aifſfojitt- 


ons: 
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rate part, inthe Nameof lefurChrift., \ here you 
are toobſervethis ; That the 
make, are divided into one of rhefe two forts: 

Firſt, ſome are ſuch prayers as are: the expreſſi- 
ons of our owne ſpirits, the voyce: of our-owne 
ipirire, and there is nothing bur fleſh inthem., 

uch prayers any natura}l man may make to the 
Lord; And thele the Lord regards not,he knowes 
not the meaning of them, that is, he deth nor ac- 
cept them. 

Secondly, there are prayers that are the voice 
of Gods owne Spirit,that is,ſuchas ariſe from the 
regencrate part that is within us, which is quick- 
ned and_calargedto pray from the immediate 
helpe of the Holy Ghoſt; theſe prayers are onely 
accepted,and of theſe ir is ſaid, He knowes the mes- 
ning of the Spirit's; that is, he ſo knowes it,and ſees 
it.thatalſo he accepts it. Therefore you ſhall ſee 
in Hoſea 7. 14. when they prayed, and-prayed 
cargeſtly,yea,not-only ſera day apart for prayer, 
But alſo called a ſolemne Aſfembly, and kepta 
faſt, yet, ſaith the Lord plainely, Tee did not call 
upon mee when you howled upon your beds; for (faith 
he) you 4/fembled your ſelves for Corne, and forwine , 
which any naturall man may doe: And therefore 
(faith he). ir is bat an-byrlings it is as the voiceof 
beaſts, to ſecke for wine andoyleandcorney but 
no prayer, for he ſaith plainely, Tou called ror _ 
me,when notwithſtanding,theyſpent a whole day 
in prayer. The meaning 1s, that the Lord regards 
this as no prayerarall. — 
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on 16 Gol, that aviſe from the Spirit, or the regen. 
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- Such as come 
from eur own 
ſpirics. 
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The terms of 
the deſtrip- 
|} rion opened. 


1 Why hee v- 
hoſe _ 
þ ( diſpoſttions 
rather than de. 


+ 


: Andthereforeto epena litclethis deſcription} 
unto you x (forit is one maine buſinefle tharwee 
have to doe, in bandling of this Text, to de- 
ſcribero-yourthe meaning of this precept, VWhar 
the nature of prayer is; ) that you may know what 
kind of prayey iris, that prevailes with God, I fay,' 
It is an exprefſh'of hoty and good difpations, T uſe 
that. expreflion rather of diſpoſirioes, than defires, 


I res,” * 
> 


| When the de- 

| fires and die 

puſitions of. 
men are;g90d, 


Lueſt. 


Anſw. 
Thar tempo. 
| ral things may 
be defired in a 
carnal] wan- 
ner, and car- 
nall things in 
a {pirituall 


manner and” 
| how. © 


' | hearr:good > 


| Therefore that muſt be obſerved wirhall, that jr 


becauſe there is ſome part of prayer that Rtands'in| 
thavkeſgiving, when you deſire nothing ar: Geds| 
hands, but give thankes for that you have tecei- 
ved; marke, firſt, chat they muſt be-holyand goed, 
the defires and ditpoſitions muſt bee good : for 
thatis a role, A the affeion; and defi ave good, | 
or evil, according as their Objefs are; thoſe thar| 
_ fixed upon good things, are good de-| 
Youwill ſay then, whart'are the good 
that make the defires and diſpoſitions 


bing's 
of the} 


_ They arc temporall things,and ſpiritual both, 
A man may ny for temporall chim 19a fpirt- 
wall-manner; and the'defiremay be good; atid 
zgaine, he may pray forſpirituall things'in a car- 
palt manner, and rhe defire may bee naught. 
isnot ſumply the object, bur-there'is a certaine 
manner of deſiring too-; for Example; ita man 
pray fortemporall things,for outward comforts, 
ſuch things as belong to the preſenteſtate of his 
body here; Tf he pray forthem with theſe condi- 


_ that hee may have thatwhich is coriveni. 
ent 


; - "# : : 


. 


n= 


; 


ſees to be meer, as Pro.30. Feed memith convenient 
food for me, this prayer is good. But (if any mait 
will be rich,as 1Tim.6.) it 1s at inordinate defire, 


things,and more than is fit for them. Andagain, 
end it 


yur lufts, if you deſire health, and long life; 

tyou may live more pleaſantly, if you deſire 
, wealth, that you may live moredeliciouſly,and 
' got imply that which the creature may deſire, 
and to the end that you may be themore inabled 
to ſerve the Lord in thefe things, yourdefire is 
not good. $0 I ſay,firſt itmuſt be fortbat which 
is convenient, ſecondly, you muſt not ſpend is up« 
0” your lufis,but in Goas ſervice. 

And jaftly, weemuft pray forthem in a right 
method, Firſt ſecke the Kingdome of God, and then 
ether things, that-is, Chicfely and in the firſt 
place ,/- pray: for ſpirituall things, and then 
9 Was or. temporall in order unto them. 
Ve ſhould fo pray for temporall th ings, as Our 
praicrs may beſpirituall.Onthe other {ide,a man 
may pray for ſpirituall-things in a carnall man- 
ner, as for temporall things ina ſpirituall man- 
net, A naturall man may pray earneſtly for faith, 
and for grace, and repentance, not out ofany 
|beautythathe ſees in-them, nat our of any taſte 
and reliſh that he hath of them, but becaule hee 
thinkes thema bridge to leade him to Heaven, 
aud.tharhe cannot come thither without them : 
whea he conſiders in bisheart that he cannot be 

| B 3 ſaved 


64 & 
Cer. 


eatfor dim, be prayes for ſucha meaſure as God 


when, men will have exccſſe of theſe outward! 


if you deſire that which is convenient, and fjiend ie|! 


| 


Prov, yo. 8. 


1Tiw, 6.9. 
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| muſt be offe- 
| red to God, 


| Arifing from 


part 


| Expreſſhionsof 


| Scriptures. 


DT keeniey 


| exeelidnicy 
| teoot backea 


'+% 
' | Theſedeſfires || . 


deſize thenyandthar carneftly At was the: exſe'of| 
Erancte Spirs, Who. tocarneſtly. for grace, 

thac lie have but adropofir, fe hee 
| canletnorbedaved withour' i 5, and he givesrhe 
reafon bimiſcife,whewhe ſaid withatl, hefaw no 
init;he defiredicnorfor irſelfe, and 


= his prayers ſhould not bee 
heard, Thus you fee rayervs —_—— 
hobyand good algfpecs.. | > ; 


"Agame;'iv iunofſerine thevouproteh? Lord: Bute p: 
'Ewilt not ftand upon that '( yoware well end 
infiructed/inittharivharſoeverperirion ts mate 
r>the oreavure; ifiomot @preyer, irmauRt onely 
beoffered'up pedrhs bad 
Then 1 I it-is ancipreion of ſuch defires | 
as maſt ariſe from theregenerare part, that is, looke 
how nach chereis of itheyegomrate payh ye pray- 
er, looke how much the þdly3pH#93 hath 'roYoe mn 
it;took how.much comes from tharighich is cal- 
led the #nwardmarn, fo farreitis ſandified, ſo far 
that prayer is accepted, and ns further; But that 
we may'openhis a-lifele'mor&ftlty,wewil ſhew 
you itby fome other exprefſidiis of prayer, thit 
vwe findeih the Scriptures. | 

Prayeris catled . lifts wpof the heart to God, 
4 porir119:for#þ.bf che bult ro the Lord; 1Sa 1.15, 
A ferving of hivs infþitir, To? aubeaMleds/ it; Now 
if wee open theſe phrafes a Titre, you ſhalbktiow 
more fully wherin the natureof rightpraying to 


God conſiſts. That phraſe the ApoRttearſeth inhor 


:-ſerve inmy ſpirit) - is tho ſane word In the wer 
IDS 


EEE i - 1 


nall chativuſed for faſti 
| is it to pray to God inthe Ipir wa rar may ſay, 
|&mancannotinake's —_ bur thewica isanaR 
| of his mind gowes to it;and every mangy har ſer- 
vice ſacver he performes, his ſpirit muſt ricedes 
have a hand in it, fothar it.cannothbee perfor. 
mied withoutrhe'mind: - - '' 
| Ttakethisrobethe meaning of i it; for the A- 
pork is, zodiſtinguiſh the true andholy 
iccs of Grd from thoſe that are bur ſhadowes 
and counterſeit,and as-it wete; but the body afd 
carcaſſe of righeſervice. Thetfore,whenhe ith 
I ſerve the Lord in my ſpirit,or, 1 fray in the ſpirie;xhe 
meaning is this, the.prayer ofa nan isnotonely 


whenthewhole foutechewil8 affeftions 20 fo- 
gether with his petition, and whatſoever 
tition is;a-mans heart is affetedaceordingly. As 
for _ e, If a mancome to confeſſ}his ſins, 
&yet ſlights them inwardly itihis heart; ifa man 
es for 5 conediirien with God,and yer have no 
guns adn arg in hisheartafter it; if heear- 
the mortificatis.of finful laſt, 
ar ry heart TY wc not inwardly ſecke it, now, 
be prayesnot'intheſpirit. To pray in the ſpirit 
is as that in fob, 4.24. Hewill Ihe worſbipped in (pj-' 
rit and:iineruth * the meaning is, foto pray as the; 
heart gotogerher with'our periti6. The fame alfo 
is the meaning of tharwhEa man powteth forth 
his ſoule before the Lord:So Hannah faith of her 
ſelfe,7 am a woman troubled, of c.and yowre out my ſoule 
ooftos the Lord © which is not when a man delt- 
B 4 vers 


prajet.Now what 


that which the underſtand ing.dicats tohim,but | 


toh, 4- 34+ 
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To powre out 
| |} the ſoule to 
4 God, whar. 


eAnuitin. 
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Smile 


Note. 


| vers to God that which the underſtanding and 


mind hath deviſed only,(for prayer isnorawork 
of wit, or of memory ) butwhen a:man powreth 
forth his whole ſoule(thatis)hiswil and affe&ti- 
ons, when they goe to ether, and there is nore- 
ſervation in his mind, butallwithin him is ope- 
ned and explicate, and expoſed totheviewofthe 


came to pray for the mortifying of his luſts,ſairh 
hee, Thad «ſecret inward deſire that it ſhould:wot bee 


| doxs, Therefore when the Soule 1s powred forth, 


the meaning isthat-all muſt be opened tohim;fo 


|thatwhen aman will make an acceptable praier, 


be muſt make this accompr, he muſt then call in 


|al bis thoughts andatfeQtions,and recoleArhem 


together as the lines inthe center, or as the Sun- 
beames in a burning, Glaſſe, and that makes 
prayer to be hot and fervent , whereas otherwiſe. 
it.is buta.coldand diſſipated thing,that hattrno 
| ſtrength or efficacy init. /-/:: ir 

| Now this-withall you muſt know, that when 
wee ſay the whoke ſonle muſt goe together with 
the petition, the meaning is, that not onely the 
will and affe tions be imployed, ( for ina natu- 
rall man, in his defire of health,when he is ſicke, 
or wantethaſſiſtance & guidancein difficult ca- 
ſes, not only the underſtanding; butthe will and 
affections are buſie enough it1s likely ) -butalſo 
wee: adde further that that-which 1s-called the 
ſpirit, and is diffuſed through the whole ſoule,be 
iſeton workealfo.in the performance of this holy 


duty tothe.Lord, whenfoever oe ſeek tohim in | | 
| | prayer. | For | 


Lord', not as Auſtin ſaith of hinſelfe, when hee | 
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- -; For this youw-muſt know; that there are two 
things ina regenerate. man, (for you'muſt rake 
for granted by the way, that no'nataraltmanis 
able to make any Urn; to.God; 'feeing 
there is no-Spirit in him, bur in the regenerare 
man) there is,I ſay,fleſh and fpirit:now when we 
come to powre forth. Gurhearts to the Lord,;thar 
which lies uppermoſt, wilt beready tobee pow- 
red forth frii-and tharwhich is ſpirituall,ivmay 
belies inthe bottome, and iskeprin; ſorhata 
man may -makea carnall prayer, tliough hebe'a 
holy man;thatis,ylen mh ſb hath gotten the 
upper hand as-in ſome fits it may;whErhe mind 
is filled with wotldly ſorrow, and: worldly're- 
.Joycing,.and wordlydefires, and'theſe( lying 
uppermoſt) willbee ſooneft:expreſfed'> fuch a 
proper the Lordregards not, though the man bee 
boly,from whenee ie. comes: busrighr prayer is 
this;when the regenetateipartisafed andfitirred 
.up,% the fle{bgthatalwayes hinders, is removed. 
For you muſt know-tbis, that wherefoever there 
ts 4'regenerate patt.in-afy man, there is a'great 
aptneſle in that tocal upan God;andircannor be 
disjoyned from it,but that is:notalwaies ina. 

- As we feca fountain, ithath alwaics'maprnes 
.to pawre forth water, itisreadytobreake into'a 
current, butifirbeſRopped with ſtones and mud 
or other impediments, it cannotbreakeoutt:fo 
he that-is a xegenerate man, that bath a holy parr 
inhinghere ts at'aptneſfſe to prayer. Whith is 
that which our Saviour ſaith; 2far. 26.42: Fhe 


A boly man 
may wake a 
carnal praier- | 


Right prayer,» 
what, 


Stwile,” © |[* 


Mats 36: 41s 
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with # ailing, that.is, thereivalvaies awilling;- | 
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| ( z Chron. 36, 
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nefſe that followes the ſpirit; orthe repenerate 
part ina-holy man, but, ſaith he; che fieſb uy; baod- 
wend;thiit is 1t that ſeops this fountain, and there- 


fore Rome B. 7. Theſpiric.is ſaid there to helpe our 
infirmities, and to wake our requeſts for us, that is, 


| evenas a man removing ſtoncsfrom a fountaine 


| with his hands; makes: the vvarer a paſſage to 


bacake out into a'current , ſo the Holy Ghoſt re- 
moves. this-fleſh,yhich tops up this current, the 
ſpirit takes away thoſe carnall impediments that 
8re in us; and inoronely {obur ftirrerh upthe re- 
tepait;| and when:thiat is done, weeare 
able to makea fpirituall praier unto god in Chriſt 
Teſws . 'So, that is the thing that you are now to 
obſerve, that the Spirit muſt helpe our infirmi- 
ties, [when wee come to callupon Ged, and our 
prayers be ſo far acceptableas they be the fruirs 
of the regenerate part''; now wee want but one 
thing added in thedefinition.” 
'» 1" They are ſuch Prayers 45' are offered to God 7n 
 - thenome of Tefia Chit 1 1 
This isathingrthat you allknow, thatthoſe 
prayers that are hot offered -up in Chriſt, are not 
acceptable; becauſe rhe is not reparded, 
It was'the {inrie 6f #22;ah-it1'2 Chron. 38. Hee 
would goe torhe'Temple himſelfe beinga King 
onthe throne, andhe would offer incenfe with- 
-out a Prieſt,” Wedee the very ſelfe-fame thing, 
whenſoever we goctooffer up any prayer'to God 
without Teſfio Ohrift,) Th the old Law'men mi 
—_— facttfces,but fill the Ptieft maſt of- 
fer ,'fo-muſtzwehere, and the reafon is gi 


ven, 
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{ us favour; af the fleſh,- trom which they come: 


and the Angel of the, Covenant mingleth muck ers 
cenſe with thew,and makes them fmeetand | 


| is more, {o:there needs more.incenſe,.tharthey: 
' maybe made acceptable to God the Father.', So 
thatwe have indeed adouble intereefior, one is, 
' the-Spirth that helpes0us infirmities,. thathelpesus 
| t& make our. | 
| geth our bearts topraier = Thetther is the /nter« 
| 2efor to make them acceptableto-Ged; thathee 
| mayreceivethem;and nocpefuſeand rijeckrhem, 
| Semuchthal ferxeifor the fitfiabing;ctotfhew 
pou what the futyis,whatacight,truc, abd ac+ | 
ceptable prayers. -:: 399701 12.41527.90 | 
'Now for the ſecond; mhyweayſt pray  Forthis 
objedtiona.manmdy make; Nawesmy | 
mitzt well eaough , and wharneetls ſuchianou-! 
prefion-of it by: prayer? The-reafons briefly why! 
the Lord will TIEN 2in | 
Partlyfrory' bi fe.t 0 146,11 1Ho! 
And pantly4tromius: 1:6: ©2144 
» x: From rages ce” jb. tobe- 
iow merciesuponus,yethe wil bave us aske his, 
leave before he gives.the,As (yauknow) fathers 
dowithdbeir chaldrenthough they incend to:be- 
| tow:ſuchthings upon themas arencedfull; yer 
they wilhave their childrento aske themzand as 
iris »combn'thingamong men;though they be 
willingaimanfliould paſſe thorow their ground 
|-yetithey:willybave leave asked, becauſe 
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meanecs, 


table to God ich wweh incenſe that isgasithe fleds | 


byubat | 


Et 
| off our prot» |, 
| ersinChtiſts- 


; Name, : 
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Interceflour 
yarns 


2 
Why tbe Lord! 
will haye us 16 ; 
prey tinge! 
nuwes our |! 
WAantsy 


I 
ln ref ef 
himſelfe. 
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Siwiles 


| F To honour 


| Glory what, 


| meancsthe property's acktiowledgedpotherwiſe 
i Lord will have his ſervants come and aske, that 
| thoſe gifts heebeſtowes upon them : Indeed 0- 
| hold thoſe bleflings we enjoy, and what ſervice 


| him, and tharwce might remember the ſervice 
| mand;thar is,t6.doehis ſervice, which we would! 


it would be taken asa common high way;ſo the: 
may acknowledgethe property hee hath in | 
therwiſe wee would forger by what tenure wee | 


we oweto the Lord, as you know-there isan ho- 
mage dc to cyery Lord of a-Mannor that hee 
might beacknowle of his' Tenants ; ſothe 
Lord will have this duty ofprayer performed, 
that wee may acknowledge that wee hold all of 


weought rodoe him, toriſeand goeathis com: 


be ready to forget, ifwe were not accuſtomed to 
theduty of calling on him. | 

Likewiſche will have it done for his honours 
ſake; hewillhavemen call upon him, that they 
may learne to' reverence him, and likewiſe that 
others might be ſtirred up to reverence him,and 
to honour himand to fearehim. The ſervants of 
a Prince doing honour and reverence; to their 
Lord, ſtir up thoſe that are lookers on: and as 
the Scholemen {ay of glory, Glory is properly 
this, not when a man-hath an excellency in 
him,' (forthathee may have, and yetbeewith- 
"out glory) but glory is-anoſtentation,a'ſhew- 
ing out of that excellency.' It is the phraſe rhat 
is uſed in the Sacrament, You ſhall celebrate 
the Sacrament, that you may ſhewforch the Lords 
death ; fothe Lord will baveus comeandcallup-; 


On 


Mc 
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| onhis name to-ſhew-forth the duty of praier, and 


Lord hinaſelfe. 

| Now fromour ſe/ves,weare todo it,partly,thar 

| theigraces of his Spirit may beincreaſed 18 us: 

for praier excrciſeth our graces,cvery grace t5 ex. 

| erciſed inpraier,and they being exerciſed are in» 
creaſed. See an excellent place for this in nude 
| 20+ That you may edifie your ſelves on your moſt baly 
' faith, praying inthe Holy Ghoſt, av ifhe ſhould ſay; 

theway tocdifie your ſelves,'and buildup your 

ſelves,is to-pray inthe Holy Ghoſt;that is,by ſpiri- 
tuall prayer, made through the power, and aſſt 


all arc increaſed by prayer, £ 
Partly,becauſethey.beingerxcaciled and ſet on 
worke in; prayer, arc more ready and:apt rothe 


ſeldome inuzed thereto: 

: And,partlyalfo, becauſe prayer brings us to 
Communion with God. For if the good company 
of the godly onewith another wil zncreale grace, 
how.much more will communion.with the Cord 
bimaſelfe quicken and increaſe it > | 

Moreover, this duty is required, 
be acquainted with God, for there 1s a ſtrange- 
nefſe betweecne the Lord and us,whent we doe not 
cal upon his name.]rt is the command whichyou 
ſhall finde in 40b 22. 4oquaint thy ſelfe with the 


Lord, that thow mayeſt have peace mith him, andthou 


ſhalt: 


ftance,and'ſtrengthof the Holy Ghaff ; Every fuch | 
prayer builds us up, it-increaſcth every:grace in ; 
us; faith, repentance, love, obedience, and{ feare,, 


performance of this duty thap itthey ſhouldbe 


that we may;| 


%. 
is I, 
. 


that we may ſhew forth his glory. This is for the | 


3 In refpe@ of | 
our ſelves; 

r | 
That the gra- 
ces in us may 


be increaſed, 
Jude 10, 


To exerciſes 
grace, 


To bring us ro 
communion 
with God, 


$ ..| 
To avoid 
ſtrar geneſſe. 
with God. 


lob 23.216 
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oy | 


Smile. 


| F How acquain- 


tanceis gotten 


| |] andloſt 


_ | a crangeneſſe growes , 


$ 
To teach ut 


thankfulacile. 


Note. 
What wee get 
withour pray- 

4 er, iz fpenrun- 
thankfully, 


| that is another reaſon why wee ſhould uſe this, 


ſbalt have proſperity. Now, you know hew ac- 

quaintance growes amongſt men it is by con- 
verſing together,by ſpeaking one to another. On 
the other fide, wee ſay, whenthat is broken off, 
when they ſalute not,or ſpeak nor one toanother, 
oitisinthis': when we 
come to the Lord, and are frequent, and fervent 
in this duty of calling upon him, wee grow ac- 
quainted with him, but withour* it wee grow 
{trangers,and the Lorddwels a far off, neither are: 
we able to behold him,cxceprt we be accuſtomed 
toit,for the more we come into his'preſence,the 
more wee are acquainted with him. Therefore 


that we may get acquaintance with the Lord. i 
Likewiſe,that we may learne to be thankefull 

to him for thoſe mercies we have received from 
bim , for if God ſhould beſtow-mercies upon us 
unasked, we would forgetthem,/his hand would 
not. be acknowledged in then; andweewould 
not ſee his providence -in diſpoſing thoſe bleſ- 
ſings that we doc enjoy; but when weeicome to 
aske every thing before him, wee are then ready 
to ſce his hand more, and to prizE'it' more, and | 
wearediſpoſed to more thankfulnefſe,- So that 
it isa ſure rule commonly, What we winne with 

prayer, that wee weare with thankefulnefſe; and 

that which wee get without prayer, wee Tpend', 

and uſe without any. lifting up' of the hearr to 

God, in praiſing him, cabckeoreiedeing his 


band in beſtowing it upon us : ſo you fee what 
this duty is. And, 


Secondly, 


j 


Secondly, why the Zordvvill have this duty 
performed: | "Y 

Now, thirdly, (in a word) whatis itto pray 
continually? The word in the originall fignifi- 
eth, ſuch a performance of this duty, as that you 
doe not ceaſe todoe it, at ſuch timesas Gov 
requires it at your hands. :Comparethis with 
that in the ſecond Epiſtle to Timorhy t. 3. The 
| Apoſtle ſaith there, that hee hath him invonci- 
nuall remembrance , praying for him night and day, 
where the ſame word is uſed that is here. Now 
wee cannotthinke that the Apoſtle had Timothy 
in continuall remembranee, that hee was never 
out of his thought, but the meaning is, when 
hee did call upon Gov, from day today, hee 
{till remembred him. So that to pray continually 
is tor pray very much; to pray at thoſs times$ 
when God requires us to pray. For it is the defi- 
nition that Philoſophers give of Idlenefſe,a man 
isthen faid ro bee idle, when hee doth not thar 
{-which Fee ought, in'the time when it is required 
obhim, He is an idle man that vvorkes rot when 
hee ought to worke ; fohce isfaidnor to pray 
continually; that prayesnor when hee ought to 
pray. In alike manner 1 conceive this tobe the 
meaning of the Apoſtle, Rejoyre evermore, Phil, 
4: 4. fohere when he comes tothis exhortation 
of prayer,hee contents not himſelfe ro fay, pray 
very often, but' pray continually, as vvee ufe 
to exprefſe our ſelves vwhen vveevvould havea 
thing frequently done, wee ſay; ſee that you bee 
alwaycs doing ofthis.. Sothe Apoſtles icope-is 
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' tO pray copth 


ro 
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| co ſhewehar it ſhould be exceeding often, and | 


A cenftanc 
courſe of prai- 


ewice n Gay is 
our duty. 


2 A nſw. 
The grounds 
of it. 

: From the — 


| wee doe mure. 


Text, 


s Frem Exam- 
ples. 


Dar. G3. 


3 From rea- 


| ] longs. 


t That God 
might be wor- 
hippcd. 


_ | kind that is ſaid of the generall example, x Cor. 


| bis conſtant courſe, I ſay, wee may thinkewe are 
| bound to doe itat the leaſt twice a day. 


| that hewould have 1t done, twicea wont 
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chat it ſhould be very much done, Hencewe ga- 
ther this bythe way. | 

That wee are bound to keepe 0ur con;tant courſt of 
calling upon God, «t the leaft rwice a day, mhatſarver 


But you will ſay, what ground have you for 
that, why doe you inſtance in that twice a day ? 

The ground of it is this, in that the Apoſtle 
bids us pray continually, that is, doc it exceeding 
much,doe it very oftcn,the'leaſt we can doe it,1ts 
twicea day, we may dee it oftner, but that, I ay, 
is the leaſt, Vhen we bave ſucha command as 
this, when wee have ſuch a precept as this, pray 
coxtinually, and this rule illuſtrated by ſuchex- 
amples as we have in the Scripture, why is it re- 


corded, if it be not true of every example in that 


Io, They are written for our learning £ When it is 
faid that David prayed oft, and Derielexpreſly 
in Dar, 6. 3. He prayed three times a day,that was 


Conſider alſo a little the reaſon of it, why 
wee are bound to doe it; In the Temple, you 
know the Lord was In twice a day, 
there was the Morning Evening Sacrifice. | 
What was the ground of that commandement ? 
There was no reaſon of it, but that the Lord 
might bee worſhipped, and that was the, time 


ngt onely 


andevening : but beſides that, itwas . 
that 
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ſhould follow that example of worſhipping him 
morning andevyening.) But likewtife our occaſi- 
ons areſuch, that, that is the leaſt we can doe, to 
callupon himconſtantly morning and evening : 
for there is no day butwee uſe many bleſſings, 
and we take many of his creatures. Now we may 
not take any of them without his leave; ſo that 
thou art bound toaske for thembefore thou take 
them, and pray for a bleſſing upon them, or elſe 
thou haſtnoright rothem, thou haſt nolawfull 
uſe of them : that place is plaine, r Tim, 4.Ever 
Creature of God ts good, and ought not to bee refuſed 
if it be recefved with thankeſgiving; for it is ſanFiffed 
by prayer. $o that, if you take common bleſsings 
every day, and doe not ſceke them at the Lords 
es before you take them, they are not ſan&i- 
fied unto you,you have nota lawfull uſe of them 
you have norightuntothem. 
Beſides,my beloved, it is that which the Lord 
commands in every thing , Make your requefts 
knonne in every thing , that is, whenſoever you 
need any thing, make your requeſts knowne ; fo 
7n every thing give thankes, And therefore theleaſt 
' wecan doe, whenwe have received, and doe need 
ſo many mercies, is to give thankes, and to ſeeke 
| to him ſo often, from day today. 

Moreover, doe not our hearts need it, are they 
not ready to goe ont of order, are they not ready 
| tocontra®t hardneſſe, are they not ready to goe 
from the Lord, and to bee hardened from Gods 


thatthe Lord might be worſh ipped, (wherinwe | 
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Notte. 


pur a neceſsity upon us of doing this, that they 


ard, ro compoſe them,and bring them backe a- 


gaine into order. 


Laſtly, doe not the {innes wee commit daily, 


may bee forgiven, and done away, and thatwee 
may be rconciled to G oo Þ againe > Therefore 
doenotthinke that it is an arbitrary thing tocall 
upon God, twice a day, becauſe there is no parti- 
cularexprefſe command;tor if you conſidettheſe 
places that I have named, and the reaſons, wee 
ſhall ſee there is a neceſsity lies upon as to doe 
it. Somuch ſhall ſerve for that, Il come now to 
make ſome ule of this. that hath beene dclive- 
red, 

Firft,in that ſuch prayers as the Lord accepts, 
areanexpreſſion of holy deſires, ſuch deſires, 1 
meane, as riſe from the regenerate part ofa man : 
Hence then wee ſee that all naturall menare in a 
miſerable condition, when times of extremity. 
come, & when the day of death comes, whe there 
isno other helpe in the world,bur ſeeking ro rhe 
Lord,when all the creatures forſake them.,and are 
not able to help them, & there is noway ro-gOto 
the Lord but by prayer; if prayer be an effe& and 
fruit only of the regenerate part of a man,wherof 
a carnall man is not partaker.then he is ina miſe- 
rable condition. Therefore let ſuch men conſider 
this as put all off totimes of extremity.Put the 
caſe, thou haſt warning enough, at ſuch a time, 
& haſt the uſe of thy underſtanding,yet thonarr 
notable rodoe any good without this regenera- 
tion; for,if there benor grace inthe heart,thou art 


not | 


—— 


| bee the command of God, Pray continually : Then 


—_———— 
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| not able to make aſpirituall prayer to the Lord, 
ſuch as keeaccepts. Therefore take heed of de- 
ferring and putting off, labour to be regenerate, 
to have your hearts renewed, while you have 


the time of health, how wilt thou doe it when 
thy wits, and thy ſpirits are ſpent and loſt, in-the 
times of fickneſſe and extremitie > Therefore 
let that be conſidered, which wee doe but touch 
by the way briefly. K 
Secondly, ifthe Lo x v command this, if it 


take heed of negleing this duty, rather be ex- 
horted to be frequent, and fervent in it, to conti- 
nue therein, and watch thereto with all perſeverance, 
It isa common fault amongſt us, either weeare 
ready toomit it, or come to it unwillingly, or 
elſe wee performe it ina carelefſe and negligent 
manner, not conſidering what a command lyeth 
upon the ſonnes of men to performe ir conſtant! 
and conſcionably.I beſeech you therefore conſt- 
der firſt, that it 1s a priviledge purchaſed by the 
blood of TefſsChriſt; Chrift died forthis end,it coſt 
him the ſhedding of his blood, That wee through 
him, might have entrance to the throne of grace : and 
will you let ſucha privilegeas this lye till > If 
you do,ſo far as is in yon, you cauſe his blood to 
be ſhed .invaine: for if you negle@ the privile- 
s gotten by that blood, ſo far you negle@ the 
lood that procured them , but tonegle@ this 
duty, isto negle& that. Beſides, if we aske you 


 thereaſon,why you abſtain from other fins, why 
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you ſtealenort, why you commit notadultery, 
and murther ; The reaſon that you give, is, be- 
cauſe the Lord hath commanded you. Hath not 
the Lord commanded you to pray conſtantly, at 
all times 2. If you make conſcietice of one cotn- 
mandement,why doe you not of another. 
Confider Daxiel inthis caſe, in the 6. of Da- 
niet, hewould not omita conſtant courſe of pray- 
er, hee did it three times a day, and that was his 
ordinary-cuſtome. If hee would not omit it to 
ſpare his life, if hee would not omit it in ſuch a 
caſe of dangeras that, why will you omir it for 
bufineſle, for a little advantage,for alittle gaine, 
for a little wealth, or pelfe, or pompe, or plea- 
ſure, or whatſoever may draw you from that 


duty ? G 
Doe but conſider, what an unreaſonable, and 
unequallthing it is, thatwhen the Loyd gives us 
meat and drinke, and cloathes, from day to day, 
when hee gives us {leepeevery night, when hee 
provides for us ſuch comforts, as wee have necd 
| of, ſo that the leaſt creature doth not us any ſer- 
| vice, but as farre as hee ſets itonworke to doe | 
that ſervice, for us to forgerhiny,and not to ove | 
him. thankes,: and not to aske theſe rhings ar 
-h:shands, not to. ſeekeunto him, but to ew! 
{ without} Gb», 4: the rorld, as' many doe, who | 
'ne&!ht $his duty:niT ay, titrs a profefion of lie! 
| vg withourG'o p inthe world ; wee are Fraft-| 
| gets ta him; it 18 open rebellion againfthim. | 
| Lhexeforecakehtedof omirring it; takeheed-of 
pdg/eRingdro 10071 11107 BOY ingtO th; 902 þ 
oY 3» Beſides! 
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| culr matter to bring ro paſſe, this prayer and ſee- 


Beſides all this, wee ſhould doe it for onr 
owne ſakes, if wee conſider what uſe we have of 
this dutie for our ſelves, Is it not the key that 
openeth all Geds treaſures > When Heavenwas 
ſhutup,was notthis the key that open'd it2when 
the wombes were ſhut up, was not this it that o- 
pened them 2 You know, Eliah prayed for raine; (0 
wee may ſay for cvery other bleſſing. All Gods 
treaſures are lacked up to thoſe that doe not call 
upon his name,this opens the doore tp them all, 
whatſoever they be that we have occaſion to uſe, 
this is effeQual. And this doth it better than any 
thing beſides; Ifa man be ſicke,L will be bold to 
faya faithful praier is morcable to heale his dif- 
caſe than the beſt medicine; The prater of faith ſha/ 
heale theſicke, Iam. 5. You know the woman that 
had the bloody iſſue, when ſhe had ſpentall up- 
on Phyficians, and could doe no good, then ſhe 
came to Chriſt, and offered a faithfull prayer to 
him, that did it, when ſo many yeeres phyſicke 
could not doe it.Beloved,if there be a Prince,or a 
great man, whoſe mind wee would have turned 
toward us, a faithfull prayer will doe it ſooner 
than the beſt friends. So 1t was with Nehemiah, 
you know his requeſt, that the Lord would give 
him favour inthe ſight of the man, if wee bee in an) 
ſtrait,as it was in Toſephs caſe,if we have any dif 


king tothe Lord,wil expedite,8 ſet usat liberty 
ſooner, it will finde a way to bring it abour more 


than all the wits in the world, becauſe it ſets god 


on worke, You haveno power todoe any thing. 
C 3 Cer-| 
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Certainely apraying Chriſtianthat is prevalent! 
and potent with'Go v, (that ſeekes ro-him) he is 
able ro do more than all che witches in the world 


AM rr 


beartwith joy. 


for they fet the Devill a-worke, but prayer ſers 
G Ova-worke, it ſets hima-work todo us good, 
to heale us.and rodeliver us out of extremities : 
and therefore, I ſay, for our owne ſakes, even out 
of ſelfe-love,and for common comforrs,you have 
need to uſe this. Certainly, it theſe things were 
beleeved,{for you heare them only, you give us. 
the hearing for the time, but if they were belee- | 
ved,) many would be more frequent in this duty, 
theywould not be ſo negligent in it,or come in fo 
careleſſea manner to ir. 

Furthermore, I befeech you to conſider this; 
every mandefires joy and comfort,and common- 
ly one thing that keepes us off from this durty,is 
{ports and pleaſures, one thing or other, that we 
rakedelight-in, which dampe and hinder us in 
theſe things,in ſpiritnal performaaces: Prayer is 
the beft way ofal other to fill thy heart with true 
joy, as we ſee in 7oh. 16. 24. he ſaith there, 1 my 
name yee have arked nothing hitherto, but now ace, 
that your joy may befull, This is one motive thar 
Chriſt uſeth to exhort us to bee frequent in this 
duty,that our joy may be fall:which I take to be 
the meaning of thar in James 5. Tf any mane ſed, 
let him pray, not onely becauſe prayer is ſutable 


to ſuch adifpoſition, butlikewiſe it will cheere 
bim up, iris the way to get comfort , 7f any bee 
fad, let htmpray. Soit is in Phil. 4. 6. Tn all things 
make your requeſts fnowne; and the peace of Ged ſhall 
keepe 


— 


"4 


C 


The Saints daily Exerciſe. 


| 


keepe you in the communion of Teſus Chrift : That is it 
that brings peace, and quietneſſe , and therefore 
there is much reaſon why we ſhould be conftant 
inthis duty,it is thatrwhichquickens us,it is that 
which fills us with joy, 'and comfort, and with 
true peace, which every one deſires, 

 Moreover,confider it is thy buckler,praier is 
the helmer that keeps thee ſate;when a man neg- 
les it, when he ceaſeth to goe to God by prayer, 
when he once ſhewes himſelfe to be a ſtranger to 
the Lord by negleQiing this duty,then hee 1s out 
of thepales of Fi protection, like the conies that 
goe out of their burrowes ; for ſo is the Lord ro 
thoſe that pray, the Lord is a proteRion to thoſe 


that call upon his name. Thevery calling upon | 
his name is arunning under G o Þ s wings, as it | 
{ were, that is, a putting our ſelves under his ſha- 


dow ; but when thou negleceft that, thou wan- 
dreſt abroad from him. Now doe wee not need 
prote&tion from outward dangers, from day to 
day? doewe notnecd to be kept from the inward 
danger of finne and temptation?Surely prayer is 
one part of the ſpiritiual{ Armour,as we ſee Eph.6, 
In the compleat Armor of God, prayer is reckoned uy 
the laſt,as thatwhich buckles up althe reſt; ſait 
the Apoſtle, Continue in prayer, andwatch to it with 
perſeverance. And you have the more reaſon to do 
ir, becauſe it is not onely a part of this armour, 
but it enables you ro uſe all the reſt, to uſe the 
word, and to uſe faith, for prayer ſtirres them up 
all. What is itto have Armor, and not to have it 
ready > now praier makes it ready. Therfore you 
C 4 ſee 
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ſee Chriſt preſcribes the ſame rule inMat; 26.41 l 
| Pray that 30u enter not into temptation © as if that\. 
were the way to ſecure us, to ſhelter and to keep 
us ſafe from falling intotemptation.Itis athing 
I would adviſe you to, to pray, and to feeke to 
the Lord continually. Theretore, ifwee ſhould 
uſe onely this one reaſon to you, to be conſtant 
in this duty, becauſe ir is. for. your ſafety, 
itwere ſufficient. You know;whena man is as 4 
City whoſe walles are broken dewne, when hee lies 
expoſed to temptation,be is-in a dangerous caſe. 
SoI may uſe this Dilemwmato you, it you have a 
diſpoſition,and you think thus, I hope I am well 
cnough, I hope my heart is in a temper good 
enough, I- am not now expoſed toany temprta- 
tion;I fearenothing;makethis argument againſt 
thy ſelfe, Why. doe I negle& ſo good a gale, if 
my heart be ſowell diſpoſed to pray, why doe I 
then omit it? Againe,if there. beany indiſpoſiti- 
on in me,why doe I-hazard my ſelfe > what if Sa- 
tan ſhould ſer upon thee > what if the world 
ſhould ſct upon thee > what if a ſurable tempra- 
tion agreable to thy luſts be offered? art thou nor 
indangerand thereforca conſtant courſe ſhould: 
be.kept in-it,ve ſhould take heed of being nep1li- 
—_ it. And will a man noiv profefſe that hee 
opes hee 1s the ſervant of God, and ina good e- 
arc,although hedo not pray ſo-much as others, 
(we ſpeak nor of frequency ſimply, butof ſuch a 
performance as is required)I ſay,to profefſe that 
thou arta ſervant of Chriſt, and that thon loveſt | - 
mn and that hce is thy husband, and thar thou | 
art | 
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art his ſervant,and yet calleſtnotupon him frem 
day today, that is an idle thing,it1s impoſſible. 
ifthou diddeſt love him, thou wouldeſt expreſſe- 
thy ſeife.in calling upon his name. Shall a friend 
that is awracquaintance onely ro-us, inwhom we 
delight, but comerto us, and wee are willing to. 
ſpend many houres with him , and ſhall we pro-. 
fefſe our ſelves tobee friends of God, and him to / 
be our friend, and thatwee delight in him, and 
yet negle& this duty > This is a commonrthing 
amongſt you, when you ſee a man that medi- 
tates all his matters himſelfe, or if hee doe open 
his minde, and tell them to ſome body elſe, 
itmuſt be ſuch a one as profeſſeth'to bea friend- 
tohim; now if this friend ſhould never heare 
from him, nor hee ſhould never ſpeake to him, 
or if hee doe, it is in ſuch a negligent manner, as 
it may appeare, hee.doth not truſthim, hee 
doth not regard what hee can doe for him, and: 
hee doth it ſo ſhortly , that hee can ſcarcely tell 
what the. buſineſle is, I ſay, in ſuch a-caſe, 
would you not reckon his profeſſion of friend. 
ſhip to bee anidleand empty profeſſion 2 .Now 
apply it to thy ſelfe, thoſe that ſay they have 
communion with God,and they hope theireſtate 
is good enough, tE:y ſtand in good rearmes 
with him,bur yet, if they be in any neceſsity,for 
all the matters and-occaſions that fall out from 
day today, either they thinke ofthem in them- 


man, or ifthey goe to G o », they doc itnegl:- 


gently,” they poaſt over the.matter, ſoas they 
; | have } 


ſelves,or they are apt enongh'to declare them to- 


— 
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| have ſcarce leaſure to expreſle themſelves and | 

their doings; doe you thinke hewill take ſuch 

for friends > and doe you think, that this is a true, 


ſound, and hearty | qrrngans ? Therefore (toend 
this) I beſeech you conſider it, and take 


heed of being remiſle and negligent 
in it;for for you ſee it is a com- 
mand from the L © x o, 
Pray continually, 
(*4*) 
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1 Tyrss, 5.17. 
Pray continually. 


2HO T to repeat what hath beene | 
| delivered, but toprefle this point 
| | . 

MH on usalirtle farther, (for; what 
WE is more neceſſary, than rhat wee 

cf ſhould keepe aconſtant courſe 

in this dutie, fincethe very life | 
of Religion conſiſts init?) I adde this roall I 
prefſed'in'the morning, 'that if you doe neglect 

this duty, it cipoſer you to great diſadvan- 


MASS 0c 
ICY 


tage; both forthe outward man, and for the in- 
watd man; and there are but theſe two that you 
need tocarefor. 
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I 
'1n the out- 
ward man. 
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Sremile, 


2 
{ Inthe inward 
\ man, 


Sine, 


For the outward man, it deprives you of the 
bleſſing : put thecaſe you have never ſo good 
ſucceſle in your cnterprizes ; put. the caſe you 
bave outward comforts in abundance, yet-ſtill | 
the bleſſing iswanting and not onely fo, but it 
uncovers the roote, as it were, and the curſe is 
rained downe upon yourtables, upon your meat 
and drinke, upon all the endeavours, and all the 
enterprizes you take in hand, VVee conſider not 
what we doe, when we negle& this duty, to what 
danger wee expoſe our ſelves unto from day to 
day ; for it is one thing to have ontward com- 
forts,and another thing to havethe blefſing with 
them, 

Againe, conſider what loſſe you ſuffer inthe 
inward man, when yee neglect this duty at any 
time; for that isreadie to be diſtempered, and 
to goc out of order, it is readie to contra hard- 
neſſe, to contract ſoile, ſpirituall grace 1s _ 
to decay.It falls out with a mans hearts it dot 
with a garden that is negleed, it will quick]! 
bee overrunne with weedes, if you looke not di- 
lIzgently to it, and the way to looke to it, is con- 
fancy in this dutie. That is a notable place, ob 
I5. 4. when Eliphaz obſerved ſomediſtemper in 
Tobs affe&ions (as he apprehended it)he tels him 
that the ſpeech hee uſed was not comely, but 
vaine,and finfull: and what then? Surely 7ob(ſaith' 
hee) thou reflraineſt prayer from the Lord : As if hee 
ſhould fay, It is impofſible, 7eb, tharthou ſhoul- 
deſt fall into theſe diſtempers, if thou diddeſt 
keepe thy courſe conſtantly in this duty , there- 


fore 
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| fore ſu rely (faith he) rhoureftraineſt prajer from 
the Loyd, $0 itis with us, letusrteſtraineprayer 
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from G © », and diſtempers will ariſe quickly in 
our ſpirits, worldly-mindednefle will beercady 
to grow uponus, wee ſhall be apt to bee carnall, 
we ſhall forget God, and forget ourſelves, and 
forget the goed purpoſes, and deſires wee had : 
and therefore that you may keepe yourhearts in 
order, you muſt keepe a conſtant courſe in this 
duty : which if you do,though your peacebe in- 
terrupted,thiswill repaire it againe,itwill make 
up the breaches againe, though there bee ſome 
diſtempered affeQtions that grow upon us, yet 
prayerwill compoſe all. As fleepe compoſeth 
drunkennefle,ſo prayer will compoſe the affe&i- 
ons : a man may pray himſelte ſober againe, no- 
thing doth it ſooner, nothing doth it more effe- 
Qually ; and this you ſhall finde, that as youei- 
ther 6mit it, or {light ir over, ſo you ſhall finde 


| a pr6portionable weakneſſe grawing upon the 
inward man, as the body fceles, whewit negle&-: 


eth either ſleepe, or dyct, or exerciſe : there- 
fore to end this exhortation, letus be conſtant 
Wh OOH 2, TV, 90: 22 

Onely remembe?this, ( when'we exhort you 
thus to keepe a conſtant courſe, for which you 
heard ſo many reaſons in the morning, I ſay, re- 


meinber'this caurion)that ifir be performed in a , 


formall, or in Yenſtorniary/and overly manner, 


| you werexs'ggtQto 6mit'tt alrogether : forthe 


Tod" rakes mot out 'prayers' by- number but by 
WeightzWhenitis an outward pifure, a dead 
Defy 
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When prayer 
is performed 


| aright. 


Sinoile, 


Sumile, 


\ Prayerin a cu- 


ſtomary man- 


| NerF, amends 
| northe heart. 


which you pray.If a man ſend his ſervant to goe 


carcaſſe of prayer, when there is no life, no fer- 
vency in it, hee regards it not. Bee nor decerved 
inthis, it is a very uſuall deceit, it may bee a 
mans conſcience would bee upon him, if hee 
ſhould omit italtogether ; and therefore when 
hee doth ſomething, his heart 1s ſatisfied, and 
ſo he growes worſe and worſe: therefore con(i- 
der, I ſay, that the very doing of the duty, is 
not that which the Lord heeds, but hee will 
have it fo performed, that the end may bee 0b- 
tained, and that the thing may bee effected, for 


to ſuch a place, it is not his going to and fro 
that hee regards, but he would have him to dif- 


patch the buſineſſe ; ſo inall other workes, hee } 


cares not for the formality of performance, but 
would have the thing ſo done, that it may bee 
of uſe to him : If you ſer a ſervant to make a fire 
for you, and he goe, and lay ſome greene wood 
together, and perhaps puta few coales under, 
this is not eo make a fire for you, bur he muſt ei- 
ther get dry wood, or he muſt blow till it burne, 
and be fit foruſe : ſowhen your hearts are unfit, 
when they are like greene wood, when you come 
towarme them, and to quicken them by prayer 
to Ged, it may bee you poſt over this duty, and 
leave your hearts as cold, and as diſtempercd as 
they were before: My B cloved, this is not to perr 
forme this duty. This duty,is cffetually perfor- 
med, when your hearts arc wrought upon by it, 
and when they are brought to a better tune, and 
to a better temper than they were before, If you ! 


p 


L 
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find 
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find ſinfull luſts chere, your bufineſſe is toworke 
them out by prayer, to reaſon the matter, to ex- 
poſtulate the thing before the Lord, and not to 
give over, till you have ſet all the wheeles of 
your ſoule right, till you have made your hearts 
perfe& with Gov and if you finde your hearts 
roo much cleaving tothe world;you muſt weane 
rhem,and take them off, if you find a deadneſſe, 
uhaptnes and indiſpoſition in you, you muſt lift 
up your ſoules to the Lord,and not give over tilt 
you be quickned , and this is to performe the 
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What we muft 
doc in prayer. 


duty in ſuch a manner as the Lord accepts , o- 
therwiſe it is an hypocritical! performance : for 
this is bypocrifie, whena man is not willing to 
let the duty goe altogether, nor yet is willing 
to performe it fervently,and ina quicke and zea- 
lous manner : for hee that omits it altogether is 
a profane perſon, and hee that performes it zea- 
loufly, and to purpoſe, is an holy man; but an 
hypocrite goes berweene both, hee would doe 


ly. And therefore, if thou finde that thon haſt 
ſlubbred over this duty from day to day, thar 
thou performeſt it in a negligent manner , and 
perfunQorily, know that 1t is an hypocriti- 
call performance; and therefore when wee ſpend 
ſo much time in exhorting you roa conſtant 
courſe in-this duty, ſtill remember, that you 
muſt performe it in ſuch a manner, that it may 
bave heat and life in it, that it may bee accep- 
tabletoGopy, and to:doe good rg&your owne 
hearts, to bring them toa'more holy frame of 
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grace, andto a better temper, than (it may bee) 
you-found. them in, when youwentaboutrhe 
duty. | 
And if yow-obje@ now, 1, but it willcoſt us | 
much time to doe this. 
Indeed this is one common cauſe, among all | 
thereſt, that keepes us off from the thorow per- | 
| formance of this duty,but (to ſpeake to that ina ' 
word) remember this, that the time that is ſpent | 
incalling upon G o », hinders you not in your 
buſineſſe, though ir ſeeme to hinder you, and 
though it takes {o much from the heape, yet in-. 
deed it increaſeth the heapezas it is ſaid of tithes | 
and offerings, Bring them 1n, and thinke nor, that | 
becauſe you leſſen the heape,that you are poorer 
men : no, faiththe Lord, it will increaſe your | 
ſtore, 1 will open the windowes of Heaven, and you | 
ſhall have ſo much the more for it;ſo it is true1n | 
this caſe. Inotherthings you ſee itwell enough; | 
You know, the baiting of the horſe hinders nor | 
the journey, and the oyling of the wheele, and | 
the whetting of the ſcith,though there be a ſtop | 
inthe worke fora time, yetas our common fay- | 
| Ing 1s, A whet 4 no let, and the doing of this is no 
' impediment, | 
Secondly, put the caſe itwere;yet is it not the! 
' greater bulineflſe > what-is it that you getby all | 
 yourlabours, and travailes > if'it bee riches, it 
| comes not intoany compariſon with grace and | 
 holineſſe, with that riches wherewith prayer | 
. makes you rich.. But, ſay it bee fomewhatmore | 
| noble thanthat, as learging,or knowledge , yet |. 
what 
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what is that to the renewing of Go » sImagein 
us ?were it not bettet,to ſpend time to get grace 
to make us richto God, to makeus to get ſtrength 
in the inward man; to paſſe thorow all varieties 
of aflictions, in getting thatwhich is the chic- 
feſt excellency of all others > for is not that the 
beſt excellency > When Adam was in Paradife 
the havingof Geds. Image, you know, 1t excelled 
all other excellencies inthe world;and fo irdoth 
ſtill;now the more you pray,the more you get of 
this /mepe: fora manof much prayer is alwaics 
a man of much grace, it much increafeth thoſe 
ſpirituall gifts,which are better than all che our- 
ward things you can per by your imploimentand 
diligence in them : therefore, I ſay,though irdoe 
ſpendgou much time, yet.know (as Chrift ſaid to 
Mary) hee that prayes much, though hee bee a 
great loſer in other things, yet he chooſerh the ber- 
rer part. 
| Laſtofall, conſider this, when thou comeſt to 
offer ſacrificeto G ov, wouldeſt thou offer that 
which coſt thee nothing > If thy continuing im 
prayer,and ſpending much time in ir,ſhould coft 
thee ſome diſadvantage in thy affaires,& ſhould 
loſe thee that which another gaines,ſo that thou 
yan not ſo much knowledge, as another man 
oth, thou doeſt not ſo much in thy trade,in thy 
bufineſſe, thou doſt not ſet things in order, as 
thou mighteſt have dane , yet know this, that it 
is great wiſedome to make our ſerviceto Gop 
coſtly to us;you know Davids choiſe; Shall 7 ofer 


£0 the Lord that which coſt me mthing 3 and therefore 
--- hee 


| 


that our [acri. 


fice may coſt 
Comewhat, |} 


Om. 


te ae 


mere tens 


| Anſw. Y, 


| ring to iris 20 


ObjeR. 2. 
In reſpeQ of 
unfincfle. 
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hee would necdsi give theworth to Hrarrah the 
Tebuſise for that which be bought; in like matiner 
fince it isto-agoo0d Maſterthar ſees:whatyou 
doe, that knowes what: it coferh; 4nd whar'loſſe 
youare at, #43id withalithatis wilkng and abſe: 
to-recompence it, why ſhould you ſhorten this 
buſineſſe, and poſt it over}/ becauſe of other 
other buſinefſecharyou have to 


dae?: SEO 931 515 251939 +25 
- » Ob, but amanwill ſay further, Iamwilling 
todoeit, but Fam unfit foriit, and it may be the 


God accepts 
the will forthe 
deed, when 


4 5 
3 C87: 2. 13, 23, 


| Anſw. 2. 
The beſt fit- 


' | more, andcatild not, their willwas accepted for 


longer | ſtrive, the more unfit I;grow., 

| Tothis Lanbrer, firſt; in/generall, if thou doe 
it as-well as thoircanſt,thoongh chou doe it not ſo: 
well as thou ſhouldeſt, in this caſe, God accepts 
thewiHl for the deed, whena man” pars bis Mengrh 
to it, when there 15 no-indiligence in him, when 
there 1s no-lazinefſe, (for inthat cafe he will tot 
accept the will for the deed, but) whenaman 
doth his utmoſt, as thoſe that would have given 


the deed;'in 2-Cer;;8, 12. Iſay, wheir thou doeft 
what thou canſt, when thou ſpareſt no labour to 
| get thyheart upon the wing,toraiſe and quicken 
it, and toenlarge it tothis duty ; then G o pac- 
cepts it; ts 
Bur againe, I adde further, there is anunskil- 
fulnefle in going about this duty : many times 


fall 


upen pei- 


formance. 


when we are got fit,we thinke to make our ſelves 
fitter;by ſpending time inthonghts and medita- 
tions before; which Ideny not but they may be 
profitable, but yet this Iwill propound' to you, 


that 


that: the beſt way £0 fir.our {elves torhis'dury , | | 
when we finde an indifpoſition unto it; is, norto 
ſtay tillwee have prepared ur ſelves by medira- 
tion, þut to fall-preſently uponthe duty ; ([will 
give you thercaſan of it) becauſe though a pre- 
paration is required for the performance of every 
{pirituall duty,. yet, the remote preparation is | 
that which is 1ntended, and meant, when we w | 
we muſt prepare : for, ifwe ſpeake of tharwhi 
isimmediate, the very doing of the duty is the | 
beſt preparation to it. For example, if a man| _. _- 
were toruane a race, .if he were todaeany-bodi-| Sielfle 
ly exerciſe, there muſt bee ſtrengrh of body, hes 1 
muſt be fed well, that he may have ability, bat 
the ule of the very exerciſc it ſelfe, the very par- | 
ticularact, hich 15 of the. fame kind with the 
exerciſe, isthe-beft thing to fichim forits ſoin 
this duty of prayer, it is true;robe ftrong'in the 
| i7ward man, to have much knowledge, -to have 
much grace,makes aman able and fit for the dy- 
ty ; but if you ſpeake of the immediate prepara- 
tion for it,I ſay, the beſt way to prepatens'is the; | Exerciſe of - 
very duty'it ſelfe,asall ations(ofthe ſame kind) | grace increa- || 
increaſe the habits, ſo praier makes usfir for prat- —_— PR 
er; and that is-a nule,: The way 30 godlineſſe 15 m the Mi 
compaſſe of godlines it-felfe ; that 1s,the way to grow | 
1n any grace is the exerciſe of that grace. | 
It is a point that Luther preſſed, and hee preſ- | Note thizex- 
ſed it out ofhisowne experience, and this rea-| p/<fhono? £4: 
ſon he ufeth y Inthis caſe, faith he, when a man} 
goes abour to fithimſelfe, by working on his | 
owne thoughts, now he goes about to mA | 
2 is 
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| ; By labouring 
| againſt indif> 
poſition by 
our owne. 
txengrk, we 
Arc raore ie 
tangled, 
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Obzeft.. 


| eAnſv, k 
' Seven ltmpedt- 
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: er, that makes 
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. | to-eppoſethe indifpoſition,and deadnefſe of his 


fir, that it is'a- more facileand cafie thing than 


ecnd with'Satanalone ; butwhen a man feeleth 
an indifpolition,and goes to God by prayer, reſt- 
ing on God to fit him, hee takes G o v 5 ſtrength 


fleſh, and the temptations of Satan, that hinder 
bim,and reſiſt him, Therefore you ſhall find this 
to bee the beſt way tofit yourſelves. for prayer, 
namely to performe the duty. If you ſeeke toex- 
pedite, and devolyve your ſelves oat of your un- 
fitneſle, by the working of your owne thoughts, 
commoaly, you involve your ſelves farther into 
thoſe labyrinths,and are caaght more and more. 
Burt this I ſpeake by the way concerning matter 
of unfitneſle: The main anſwer tothis objeRion 
is, that which I gave you before,that if aman do 
what he can,anddo it faithfully, and'in ſincerity, 
that indiſpofition ſhall nothinder him:therfore 
Rillremember irmuſt be donc,it is not an excuſe 
tous, at anytime, nor ovght to bee, that wee 
fhould emititheduty wholly, under pretence of | | 


an py warn IC If? ; 

'- 3 A manisreadyto ſay again,But I find ma- 

ny difficulties,how, ſhall I doe toremove them ? 
The beſtway hereuntol.can take, is the very 

naming 6f the difficaltiesthemfelves toyou,that 

you may know them,and make account of them; 

therefore conſider this in generall, that it is not 


an eafie thing to-call upon Go Þ conſtantly: 
our miſpriſion of the- duty, our reckoning of 


It.is, makes us. mare to flight it, and cauſeth | 


us 
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Dy.thing'is eafier-than'to pray: 
donorobempatreeiaita TO iſ ateh/ 
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4. 
Werldly cares- 


inGods power! 
and proyl- 
dence, 


1 When wee are 
\ ſobackwardto 
pray to Ged. 


|--.,Butrhere isone great 119 
| Drs 60s and ſpirituall conference, and \. 


|-rawly ifthathe-nat the cauſe. :. 
Wes Mes il 


\ conſider the nature; of: God, wee wantifairh inhis 


' þdancednevexy thing thatbelongsrovus,m health 


|norhingrodoe, out heart will bes poſſeſt with 


vainethoughts/and/if we be ful of buſineſſe,that 
diftracs us alfo, and indiſpoſerh us on the other 
ſide : fo ſtill there are impediments.. - | 
: iment,among the 
reſt, and moſt common, which is worldly cares, 
apdworldly-mindednefſe; worldly cares hinder 


e boly performance (almoſt)of every duty;and | 
thereforeaf you findea difficulty in ir,looke nar- 
 Againe; another.great cauſe of this difficulry 
A——_— of ſuch backewardneſle toit, of ſuch 
adiſpoftien to itzts, !becauſe wee doe norwell 


power, and in his providence z' weedoe not conſi- | 
derG o'v/s diipoſing hand, which hath the gui- 


in ſigkeneſle;inporerty, intiches; :ig good ſuc- 
celſe, andill ſuiccefie ::for if wee did ſcethe pro- 
.vidence of God,, and: acknowledge-it:more; wee 
ſhould:bercady to.call-iporihimyibycthis want 
of tairh.30: bis providence; that ge: Lerdus not 
| feengiib his gredtneſſe, and inbis mighty power, 


|} pony, wee are rcadyto/poft fromithisymariro 
t 


this :cauſerh) men to-be:/backeward 4o-feeke to' 
him, but very forward to:-fecke tothercreatures., 
'\\hen wee have avything:ta:dogoiany conſe- 


iat man, and:fiom this meanes tothatmeanes, 
but very backward and negligent tagoto God in | 
prayer, to have thething brought-r0; paſſe that 
wee: deſire, and this ariſeth fromwantof faith, 
and 


| 


y—_— 


- © 
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| . | conſideration of him. 


| ofwhat conſequence, and therefore heedorh as 
© | great but agairff che King;heknowes itis this dury 
' | which quickens everygrace, it is the greateſte- 
| nemy which he hath, and'if he can keepe us from 


| wreſted the weapon out of our hands, heehath 


| 


and from ignorance'of G o'b, and ohr not right 


Beſides, Sare hinders us exccedingly in this 
duty ; for he knowes of what momenr it is, and 


the Aramiterdid, hee fights not' againſt ſmall nor 


prayer, hee hath the upper hand of us, hee hath 


diſarmed us,as it were, and then he may do whar 
be will with us. * 

Laſtly, the ſinner we commit,eſpecially groſſe 
ſinges, they are a great hindrance to this duty, 


formance of it : for finne wounds the conſcience, 
itdisjoynteth and diſmembers the ſoule, and a 
disjoynted member, you know, is unfit todoe 
any buſineſſe, yea, when the ſinne is healed and 
forgiven, yet there is a ſorcneſle left in the heart, 
though ſome afſurance of pardon ſhould follow 
nponthe commiſſion of a great ſinne, ſothat this 
is another impediment. But I muſt not ſtand to 


continuall experience. 

The uſe wee muſt make of itis, that if the 
impediments bee ſo many, and the difficulties 
that keepe us from a conſtant courſe in prayer ; 
and from the performance of it to purpoſe, ſo 
great, then we muſt put ona reſolution tobreake 


| 


through all,and lay it,as an inviolable law upon 


reckon up any more, for wee ſhall inde enow by | 


= 
Satan bindes 
reth. 


and keepe from the ſpirituall and cheerefull per-| (,...* 


Ve 
What courſe is 
to be taken a. 
gaink theſe 
impediments. 
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Notethis well, 


arc agamſt 


with our: ſelves that the thing ivdifhoutty; and 


i 


.: [which berefolved nortobreakupon any-ocea(i- 
| olbe cond neverbavekept aconfanceonte in 


Removing the 
vbj:ion:tbat 


_ 


will coltalltbeeare, and/all the incenſion that | 


. way be ; yea,when thou baſt overcome the difft- 

| cultiesaz0be time, itmay be, the-nexr day, thou 

| | Chak meet with new-conflidts,, new diftempers; 

| new affeGions; new/firengrh of fuſts;and's new. 

A newindif- | jhdjſpohtionof niind-wiltheantheeand there- 
pobrion vw, | torcbee thatwill be conſtant inthis'duty; muſt} 
roprayer. | pyt 08a Rtrang refelutiongavitwas the faying of) 
 #haly-map;(onc ofthe hobheft menthattheſe la- 


| rKmeShad) thet beneverwent to-pray-to God, 
bur he found ſo many impediments;that except 
Ik hound himſete by-anunalterableitefoletion, 


1,01, if he had,. be ſhould never havekepthim- | 
(clte franza'formall, cuſtomaty performance of | 
it, ButiÞwill addeng more, ro prefſe/this upon | 
'Yotbure hathbernenough ſaid, I beſeectſy6u 

canlider its. | 

. I comeiuow totharT promifed:in the thorning 

todge which is; that which dothvexecedingly: 
engthenus totheperformance af this duty of | 
\calling:upon. God, of praying contizually, ( which 
we are here commanded to doe)v7rz.is toremove 
certaingobjetions; which areinthemindes of 


prayer; 46th "| MEB, that ſecrorlyweakenthe eftimation of this 
firengraenus | trutb, and infenfibly; rake us off, when wee 
to the uty- | marke themnor * for, Beloved, when wee are (o | 
negltgent in it; (ſurety-there-is ſomething that 

1s the cauſe :of it, and if wee could finde the 
 $iorees cauſe, | 
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cauſe, and xemovenity w 
'/houre better. 
| -1-'The objedrons, 


2-44 


ions: that-are commonly in: the 


thefe foure briefly. 5 + ' 
: Firſt, man is ready'to ſay,what need I'ſpend: 


them well enough: atready, and' therefore whar: 
neederh te? oi $t1, 

; Tothis lanfiwer ( ina word; becauſe it isan 
abje&tiomthathath nor muchweight in it) rhar 
1t is rene; che' Bord knowes thy wants, but with- 
all, heew#{have thee toknow them; becautes- 
therwiſethouw ilrnor ſeck'robiny for themgthon 
wilt not ſera-price upon: the things that hee bez 
ſtyxes obthecguhiouwitr not bethankefrrlto him 
whew he harh granted rhem;" and rherefore your 
(hallfinderour Saviour Chriftaſerh rhisvery at- 
| gument;asa meanes to-quickenusto prayer, fay- 
ing, Tour heavenly Father knowes nhat.you have needs 
of, whatthetis Shallwe nor therefore pray:3 Yes; 
'!ſairh hde; therefore pray yee- the moreearneſtly, 
and the mere itmportunately to him: for fince he 


knowes your wants; /hee will be more ready to | 


| heareyourrequeſts:; : - | | 
| Lburawiltbeſaid again,thathedothnoron- 
| Iy knowrhetri,but he alſo meanes, and parpoſeth 
robeſtow'them : for he hath made a promiſe to 
us, an@hispromiſezs firne and ſure, andG © Þ 
1$juft, ard maſt keepe bis'promite, 


e& could not ſpend an! 


and when hel 


ſomuchcimeand'be ſolarge 1 rheexpreflion of | 
my wants to 604, when hee knowes them? I can- | 
not make chem better knowne tohitm,heknowes' | 
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hearrs of men;are many, I will name tO you but | ageinis 
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A nſw. »L 
Hee will have 
us doc it to 


worſbip him. 


| To worſhip 
God, what. 
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hath fully piirpoſed it, what necdes ſo much 
praying to bring itto paſle > TICS 

I anſwer, the promiſes of God aretobe under- 
ftood with this ſecret condition annexed, Iwill 
doe ſuch and ſucha thing for you, if you pray ; 
rhough the condition be notalwaies expreſſed : 
and therefore we ſee when Ged promiſed things 
in particular, yer ſtill they prayed, and prayed 
carneſtly.Vhen he promiſedEliaþ that it ſhould 
raine, yet, wee ſee, hee prayed, and contended 
much 1n his prayer; ſo when hee madea promiſe 
to David,that he would wake him #1 houſe,yet,you 
know, DP avid went to the houſe of the Lord, 8: ſate 
before him,and made earneſt prayer, as you may 
ſee in the ſecond book of Samuel: ſo Daniel had a 
particular promiſe, yet he praied, & praied long. 
Theexample of our Saviour Chriffis without ex- 
ception,yho had al the promiſes ſure tohim,yer, 
you ſee, he prayed,yea, he ſpent whole nights in prayer, 
and therfore you muſt underſtand it,that though 
you have a promiſe made, though the thing bee 
never ſo ſure to you, yet it is to bee underſtood 
with this condition, if youcall upon God. 

Now why the Lord will have you do it, I ſhew- 
ed you many reaſons inthe morning,towhich we 
willadde this one : Whatif the Lordwill bave- 
thee call upon him,though he purpoſe tedoethe 
thing,even for this end,that thou maiſt worſhip 
bim?For,whatelfe is it to worſhip the Lord?you 
ſhall finde this uſuall inthe Old Teſtament, The 
people bowed themſelves and norſhipped, or they 
fell upon their faces and norſhigped, The meaning 


1s 


bean 


_— 
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is this, toworſhip God is nothing elſe, bat to ac- 
knowledge the worthineſſe: that is in him. . As 
when you doeworſhip toa man, you doc uſe ſo 
much outward demeanor and obſervance to him, 
as may acknowledge aworth in him above ano- 
ther man: andas Outward geſture,is theoutward 
worſhipping of God, ſothe inward worſhipis in- 
wardly to acknowledge his attributes. Now you . 
ſhall ſee, prayer gives an acknowledgement of ; 
his Attributes moſt of any thing : for hee. that 
poges to God, he doth,in ſ{odoing, acknowledge 

is omtipreſence,and-his omniſcience;that he heares 
that which.che Idols of the Gentiles could not 
doe; that heknojwes the ſecrets ofmens hearts, 
that neither men nor Angels can doc; 
__ Againe, it acknowledgeth his 
Poxer,.that hee is able to doe any thing; for 


that is preſuppoſcd, when we comeand ſeeke to | 
him« 


yoognels ; that he is not onely able, but excee- | 
ingwilling to helpe;: ws. 


bath-promiſed, fo, I make account heewill per- | 
{ forme ir,vhen I goe and ſeeke to him, inaword, ! 
all the Attributes of God are acknowledged in | 
prayer. Therefore, therein youworſhip birina 
ſpeciall manner,vhen you goe and ſecke to-him, 
& pray to him, for in ſo doing you acknowledge 
him, yea,you acknowledge him to be a Lordand | 
a father ,as when we ſec a childe runne toa.man, 
| andaske him bleffing,yhenwe ſee him aske him 


food: 


Prayer ac- 
knowledgeth 
all Gods At- 
mributess 


Almighty powec, 


Thirdly, it acknowledgeth his Mercy and his | Mercy. 


} pdo*” is } 
Laſtly, itacknowledgeth his-T7uch, thatas he Trub, 


S1wile, 


] 


Omniſcicsce. - | 
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Bur againe; thirdly, it will be objeaed;T bur, 
alas, what can the'cnfleavotits or'the prayers 
ofa weake man'doe'z can they change the par- 
poſe of Almighty 6ed;'if hee docngr intend r6 


_ this thing: for ItieE, ſhall 4 hope wo alter 
im ? / 


For anſwer "O43 I fay this, itt briefe; that | 


when you doe call upon God, hee isinot chang "4 
by your prayers''bur the 'chatge is wv eoght 
in you, as wee have faidito you heretofe 
when a Phyſician is ſoughrUunto by his Pati- 
ent, the Patienr-defireshim*earneſtly 'to' giye 
bim ſuch acordiall;, and ſuch areftorative'Phy- 
ſicke, that is pleaſing to him, the Phyſician de- 
nies him: voy, ,yet.in the end,hee yeelds unto it, 
Why > not becauſethere is any change in the 
Phyſician, but becauſe thejeis achange if'the 
Patient, beis now Fitted for this; befote heewas 
not : fo thenthePhyſician yeelds now; wheteas 
before he refuſed. ; and yer the change is in the 
Patient,and not inthePhyſician: mu manner. 


beloved, whenyou gecabout ro ftrivewith'ood | 


in-prayer, when'yon contend, ahUwraſticewith 
him, (for fowe ought to doe) when you uſe ima- 
ny reaſons to perfiradehim, you alternot him, 


1 


bur your ſelves > for thoſe arghments thaty 
uſe, are not ſo much" t6"perfmade frinnto hifpe 
you, | 


- rw > 
PI 4 roeg Fes We e 


 & | 


you,as to perſwade your owne hearts to more 
faith; ro more love, to more obedience, tomore 
hamilicy and thankefulneſle; and that indeed is- 
the reaſon, why prayer prevailes with God, not 
char the very ſending it up is that that prevailes 


prayer puts the heart ina better diſpoſition, ſo 
that a man is now made ready to receive a bleſ- 
ſing at Gov s hands, that before hee was not: 
And therefore, when you thinke you draw God 
to you,with your arguments, in truth, you draw 
| your ſelves neerer to hinz as whena manina 
ſhip pluckes a rocke, it ſcemeth as if he plucked 
the rocke neerer to the ſhip, when as indeed the 
ſhip is plucked-neerer to the rocke:: ſo, I ſay,we 
draw our felves ncerer to-the Lord now when 
wee draiy neerer to the Lo xv, in prayer, and 
there is a ſpirituall diſpoſition wrought in our 
hearts, by the exerciſe of rhis duty, then in- 
deede the Lord drawes ncere tous, to-ſend us 
helpe, and: to grant our requeſts, that wee par 
up to him;and therfore I ſay (which you ſhould 


higher pitch of holinefle in affection, and as it- 
hath ſtronger arguments in it, ſo- itisaberter 


this prayer ſhould move him, bur becauſe this 
pitch of holy affeftion, and: ſtrength of argu- 
ment workes upon your hearrs : for the ſtrength 


| 


frame, 


marke by the way) that every prayer, as it hath a 


prayer, not becauſe this prayer ſhall prevaile 
with Gop more, or, that the excellency of 


of arguments moves your underſtanding, and: 
the holinefſe of affe&tion puts your will in a;| 


with him, but becaaſe a faithfull andſpirituall | 


| 


—_— 


Arguments in 
prayer are not 
to perſwade 
God bur our 
ſelves. 


Simvile; 


Whar prayers 
are the beſt, 
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| ObjetFt- 4. 
_ | Twofold. 
| I 


Anſw. 


þ 
Anſwer to the 
firſt part of the 
objcQion., 


AnſWw. I, 


| frame, and ſa diſpoſerh your hearts,and firsyou, 


| than all thereſt, is this ; 


as the patient, we ſpake of before, is fitted; when 

the Phyſician is walling to give the thing hede- 

\ued. } 4 : | , JJ 
Butthe laſt objeQ&ion, which indeed is more 


A manis ready to ſay, wee ſee there are ma- 

' ny men that doe not call upon God, and yet enjoy. 

| many mercies : it may bee, a man can ſay with | 
himſglte, when hee did notulſe to pray, hee had | 

health, and ſleepe,and protection. | 

A gaine, on the other fide, He hath prayed for | 
ſuch and ſuch things,and yet they have not been | 
Iranted. So this objection hath two parts, that | 
a man hath obtained bleſſings, without prayer, ' 
ang againe he bath prayed, and yet hee hathnat | 
—_ the bleſſings he ſought for, at the Lords | 

Sz, 

Fox anſwer to the firſt, that men doe obtaine | 

many blefings thatdoe not pray, (as how many | 

© i men arethere, and 01d men too, that have 
_ , and wealth, and peace, and liberty, and | 
| abundance of all things,and yet either they ſeek 
not to G o p, Or if they doe, yet hot ina holy and 
ſpirituall manner ) and therefore this objection 
had need to be anſwered ; which I will doe with 
as much brevityas I can, 

Firſt, though they have theſe bleſſings, yer 
they have them uncertainely, they have no pro- 
miſe of them, they catnor build upon them, E- 
whereas they are ſure mercies to the righteous | 
| man, heecan build upon theſe bleſſings » ys = 

at 


— 
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bath afarher/t6 goeto, whoſe love heeknowes;, 
and hee harh ſure promiſes to build on , the o- 
ther, thoughhec haththem, yer hee is ina ſlip- 
| pery place;when he enjoyes them ; it is an acci- 
dentall thing /hehath them from the hand ofan 
enemy, and he knowes not how-long he ſhall en- 
joy them. E- ; 

- ButI anſwer againe, (which is the chiefean- 
ſiyer to this objeRion) thatthere 1s a. great deale 
of difference betweene having bleſſings through 
the providence of God, and berweene having them 
from the mercy of G 0-», and by vertue of his pro- 
miſe, and out of his-leve tous in Chrift Teſw, A 
naturall man may have many bleſſings of G o », 
(fo G o » ſaid that he made lerobvama King, hee 
gave him a Kingdome; and many ſuch paſſages 
{we ſhall finde,when mencomeunjuſtly to rhem, 
as he did to the Kingdome, yet God faith, hedid 
it, that is, it was by his providence ) and yet hee 
kath them-nor in mercy : far if thou haſt theſe 
| dleflings, health and fleepe; and ſucceſſe inthy 
enterprizes, from day today, and yer thy heart 
tels thee within, that thou haſt not ſought them 
 atthe Lords hands,as thou oughteft,I ſay to ſuch 
a man, (and marke it) itwere better for him that 
| Hee ſhould wantrhem : for centainely, when hee 
| hath them,in this manner,he hath them withour 
a bleſſing , yea,bhe hath them witha curſe, and fo 
had better tobewithout them,as it had bin ber- 
{ter for Ahab to have beene withouthis vineyard, 
and as it had beene better for Gehez!, to have 


| gone without his reward, that hee had of Naa-- 


man 


1 


"ef 


Men that have. 
bleſſings wich» 
out prayer, 
have them un- 
certainely, 


4 "fv "» 
Difference be. | 
eween having 
of bleflings 
through the 
providence of {| 
God,and frem |} 
the love of | 
God, 


To have out« 
ward things 
without praier 
we were better 
wantthcm, 
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Anſw. 3» 
Many things 
beftuwedon 
wicked men 
for the Chur- 
ches good. 


Io: 45 4 


| man may have ſtrength of body, hee may have 


man the Aſſyrian, for you know hee had the le- 
proficwith it: it had beene better for the chil- 
dren of Iſrael to have gonewithout theirQuailes; 
for: you know the curſe that followed, death | 
went along with them, ſowhen a man ſhall have 
peace andproſperity,and abundance of al things 
without ſeeking them at the Lords hands, from 
day to day, I ſay, hee had much better want 
them, for there goes death together with them, 


(that is to fay)this very proſperity,this thriving, 
(notwithſtanding a negleQing ot prayer, and of 
holy duties) I ſay, it carries death aleng with it, 
as the obtaining of the Vineyard, brought death 
to Lchab, the getting of the Kingdome was the 
deſtruction of Tereboam, and thercfore men have 
little cauſe to comfort themſelves with this,that 
they enjoy many bleſſings , and never pray for 
them. 

Bur, to anſwer this point more fully, I ſay, 
many bleſſings are beſtowed upon men, not for 
their owne ſakes, but for the Churches ſake. A 


great gifts of mind, he may have great ſucceſſe in 
uſing thoſe gifts,he may bring great enterprizes 
to paſſe, ſo that you may truely ſay, the hand of 
Gov is with him, all this may bedane, not for 
his owne ſake,but for the ſake of theChurch,and 
glory of G op ſome other way, thathee might 
doe ſome ſervice; to this purpoſe you ſee, it is 
plainely faid of Cyrws, ſeiah as -4-) faith the 
Lord there, For lacob my ſervants ſake, and for 1ſ- 


It is ſaid —_—_ that eaſe layeth the fookſb , | 
a 


ract 


— 


% % 
« 


———_ 


a 
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| 


fucreſfe, although thou thy felfe havendr knowne wee; 
( Marke') Cyr was'a moſt proſperous man , 
Gedr hand'was mighty with himy-and yer-all| 
this: was not for his' @wne fake” but: for 'the 
Churches ſake: ſoyoumay think itis when-men 
anges: many times, it-is not for their owne 
' pxfyidence :and therefore, marke this,and keepe 
1t for arule;If thou propereſt inthyenterprizes, 
if thou enjoyeſt wealth, and peace, and abun- 
dance of all things, and art conſcious thatthoy 


perfe& before him, neither doeſt call upon him, 
in an holy and ſpiriruall manner, (certainely it 
is for one of thoſe cauſes) thon haft it withour a 
 blefling,and with acurſe, thou haſt it for other 
ends, and not for good to thy ſelfe; and therfore 
thou haſt it very uncertainely, it may bee tooke 
from thee, thou knoweſt not how ſoone ;' yea, 


takenfromthbee then, when of all other'times it 
willbee unfitteſt for thee: as a theefe comes at a 
time when metileaſt wo for _ {o _— 
comesſuddenty upon theſe men : God. cuts them, 
as-2man _— would have trees t9 die, hee 
loppes themin that ſcafon, that of all others is 
the unfitteſt , when the ſap is inthetree, and 
theloppingwil cauſe them towither; ſotheLord 
will firike them in _—_— that ſhall beemioſt 


| gael wineclets ſake © have called" thee by name, and | 
avs given chec\rhir/ great: power, andiall this great | 


akes, but to fulfill ſome other end of Gops| 


doeſt not; ſeeke. to Ged,; from day today, that 
thoa keepeſtnotrhy beartrightand ſtraight,and | 


and this thou ſhalt bee ſure'of  that-it ſhall bee | 


unfit 


Note. 


Sowiles 


S1mile, 


er 
—_ 


he 


i. 


Anſwe 


 Qur prayers 


2re oft times 
amifle in one 


'] of theſe three 
| reſpeQs. 


Furft, in re» 
ſpe of rhe 
principle 


| whence they 


flow, when 


{| rhey are bur 


naturall de- 


Anſw:r to the 
ſecord parrof 
the o-jcaion. 


' er,conſider, whether thou haft notprayed amifee ; 
itis common fault among us, when wee have | 


uofit,moſt unlooke for. It is-quite contrary with: 
the Saints, he cuts them. in due {eafon, hee lops 
them.in duetime, whenit is beſt for them, that 

they may grow the better for it. | 
But now forthe other part of the objeR&ionz te 

may be, many among ”_ are now ready 'toſay ,.| 
I have prayed for fuch and ſuch things, .and F 
have beene carneſt,and yet the Lord hath denyed 
me:My Beloved,ifwe can fatisfie this oBje&tion 
wee ſhall then rake this impedimenc away, thae | 


Wee _—__ in this obje&tion, which, as-T| 
ſai thoſe two-parts. Therefore tothis I an- 
fiver : TOES | + 
Firſt, if thou haſt not been heard inthy pray- 


ſpent mucb time in prayer, and-it may bee, wee 


haye ſpent time in faſting and prayer, andthe 
thing is not granted , wee preſently lay it upon 
the Lord, that hee hath notheard,. when many 
tires the cauſe is in our-not praying as: wee 

ht :It may beethouhaſt beenevery carneſt, 
thetefore thou hopeft thou haſt done very 


importueate with the Lord, when itmay bee no 
more but a naturall defire,. as when aman hath 
need'ta bedireated inadifficutr cafe; tharmuch 
concernes hum ; when Htiee hath needeto beeeex- 
tricated, and taken aur of ſuch a difficulty, and 

frait,yherein he is involved;when he hath need 
of ſucceſſe in ſuch anenterprite, oy apy thing/of 


well; Erel[thee, thou maiſt beveryecarneſt; and | 


that nature:1 ſay, a-man may be carneft with yon 
| Lov 


—— 


{ not, the-naturall are excluded, ( that is notmy 
| meaning) forthey may adde winde to the ſailes, 


| ſires may make us more importunate, and may! 


The Saints daily Exerciſe. 


Lord in fuch a caſe, and yet his prayer may bee 
amifle, it may not bea ſpirituall prayer, it may 
not bean ſhonof holy deſires tothe Lords 
for they onely prevaile with him : and yet I ſay 


though holineſſe may guide the rudder,and keep 
the courſe,and make the ſterage, yet naturall de- 


adde much to it; thetefore, I ſay, conſider thy 


cs 
: y, Confider ag_ when thou haft 
ſought ſocarneſtly to God, whether it benot to 
beftor it upon hy lufl as the Apoſtle {| Tam. 
4+ 3- when'thou haſt a bufinefle cobe performed, 
it maybee, thou art carneſt with God, buthaſt 
thou notan eye to thy awne glory, to thine own 
praiſe andcredit in it > when thou waft carneft 
or health, was it not thatthou mighteſt live 
more deliciouſly>when thou defireſt wealth,and 
ſucceſle in thine enterprizes, that tend to mend 
thy ſtate, is it not out of ſome ambition ? you 
know, that deſire is condemned, Zf any man wilt 
berich, is it not adeſire of greatnefle > would 
you not be ſome body in your place, and ſet up 
your houſe and family > Such things indeede 
Go » beflowes wpon men, but to have our de- 
fires'pitrched upon them,and to pray for them in 
thar ſenſe, is amiſſe, and my rule for it is inthe 
firſt to Trwothy the ſixth chapter,the ninth verſe, 
if a manwill be rich, &c. that is ,whena mande- 


Narturall de- 


fires not ex- 
cludedia true | 
Prayer, | 


Sinvile, 


I Tiw, 6. 9. 


— 


fireth exceſſively more than food and rayment 
E 2 


con enxient 


— — 
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When the na-- 
tural atleaion 
1 degcncratcs 

D, 
1nFo a lufx. 


Leſte 


»eAnſWw, 
How to know 
when we pray 
to beſtow 
things on our 


98 | 
= 


Rnd 


| 


NES I - 4 


Smile. 


| his prayeris to beſtow that which he prayeth for 


| Maſter hathtraſted kim with, and hisbitls bee, 


wichour:reſpeC& to,'God not ferving God, nor 


| 


1 


convenient” for him, then certainely the: naturall 
affetion1s degenerate intoa luſt ;for when atiy 
affeQion exceeds, 1r-ceaſeth to beean affetion, 
and begins tobe a luft : and therefore where it is 
ſaid, If any man will bee rich, &c. itis faid after, it 
isa buff, ©" | | | 

Bur'you will fay, how ſhalla man know,wtien ! 


upon his luſts > | | 
\ :{ anfwer;Ifaman conſalewith his one heart, | 
and dcale impartially with himfelfe, hee ma 
know what his ends are; but if you cannot finde 
it ont that way, you may knoiy it by rhe effe&, 
you may know itby'thebils you bring in. What 
.isthe expence of the things.God hath beftojyay | 
on'you, 'when hee hath” pur a'price into your 
hands, conſider how you beftowr.:'If a Stew- 
ard have:a great furmme of money. .that' his 


thathe bath beſtowed ſomuch inrior, ſo much 
infine apparell, &c. bur there hath beene but fo | 
much beſtowed for his Maſters advantage, it | 


| i$-anargument he harh ſpearivill:'ſowhen wee | 


— 


ſeerhere: hath beene ſo much health ſpent, {© 
much rime, and ſomuch ftrengrh, infollowing 
our. owne plots, and our owne worldly buſineſfe 


2 


men in ourcalling, asweeſhould doe; and that 
there hathbeene lirtle:time beſtowed in prayer, 
in reaching}, in making our hearts perfe& with 
God,in taking paines with them from day today; 
L ſay, if wee thus looke: upon the bitl of ex- 

pence, 


"h 
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pence, and confider how wee have beſtowed onr 
time, our health ,our ſtrengrhb,our wits, from day; 
to day, and our diſcourſe ( for that is oneprice 


| that we have in our hands, by which we may doe 


g00d , it isasa Bucket by which wee may draw 


fountaine, wherewith wee caay feed others, with 
the waters of life, )con{ider how we have laid our 


we are diſpoſed to uſe the bleflings wee ſeeke for 
at G o ps hands, whether wee ſeeke them to be- 
ſtow them upon our luſts,or to ſpend thoſe gifts 
to our Maſters advantage, and, if wee finde wee 
doe it for our owne luſts; in this caſe I ſay to you 
gocand amend your prayers, and Good will a- 
mend your ſpeeding, We muſt doe in this caſe, 
as an Angler doth when hee hath throwne the 


thing, hee takes up the bait, and amends it, and 
when he ſees it well, hee then continues, and 
waites; in like manner muſt every one of us doe, 
if thou pray,and praylong,and haſt not obtained 
the thing thou praieſt for,look diligently rorhy 
prayers, ſeewhether they beright orno, if they 

e not, amend thy prayers, and God will amend 


| his readineſſe to heare thee, iftho!1 finde they- 


be fincere and hearty,mingled with holy deſires, 
and not with carnall and corrupt affe &ions,then 
 letthe bait lye ſtill, that is, continue to pray , 
and to waite, and the Lord will come in due 
time. 

Bur this is not all,though it be one maine thing 


from others; and likewiſe it is asa ſpring, and| 


all cheſe.things, and by that we may know, hou | 


bait into the River, if it ſtay long, and catchno. | 


| 


E 3 for | 
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{nreſpeR of 
the manner, 
when they are 
urrercd care- 


lefſcly, 


What moves 
God to doc us 


good and evil, 


AnſW. 28 
God prants 


for beſides this, when thou are notheard, confi. 
der,if thou haſt not prayed remiſſely,it isa com- 
mon fault amongſt us, when wee facced not in 
our praiers,we attribute it to many ther things, | 
bur not-to our remiſneſle and careleſnefle in ſeek - 
ing to Go», tfaman want ſleepe, ifhee finde 
ſicknefſeand weakeneſſe,anddiſtemper ofbody, 
he thinkes that he hath eatenamiſle, and confi- 
ders not whether he hath prayed amiſſe,ifa man 
have miſcarried in his butineſle, hee begins to 
thinke, whether he hath not becne improvident, 
whether he hath not dealt fooliſhly, whether he 
hath not omitted ſuch and ſuch meanes, as hee 
might have uſed, hee never thinkes whether hee 
hath prayed amiſle or nozwhen that (perhaps) is 
the.cauſe of our miſcarrying, and not the thing 
which wecommonly attribute it unto:forthou oh 
' G o v be nat the immediate caufe,you know hee 
is the great cauſe ;: There « noi, that hee hath not | 
doxe: that which moves him is alway either grace 
or {in; as that which moves him todoe us good, 
is our obedience to him; and that which moves 
him tothe contrary,is-ncgle& on our part, 

But to anſwer fiirther; ſuppoſe thy prayers be 


our Praiers ofr 
rimes, yer, 


Firſt, nor in 


that manner, 
as we cclice, 


'* 


| 


Ms 


right, yet this is to beeconſidered, that often- 
times a man is deceived, in thinking his prayers 
are not heard; and thereforc you muſt reQifie 
that miſconceir, As for example, ſometimes 
when wee would have the thing in one faſhion, 
G ©» beſtowes the fame thing upon us in ano- 
ther ; and thereforethou mailſt bee deceived in 
that ; it may bee, a man 'prayes earneſtly, that | 
| ce 
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| vice withall, when as, perhaps ſickneſſe of body 
makes himdoe him better ſervice, becauſe it 
keepes him in more awe, it weanes him more 
from theworld, and makes him more heavenly- 
minded, You know the caſe of Paxl, heewonld 
fain have had that luſt taken away that is ſpoken 
of, 2 Cor. 12.9. and why > —_— thing hee 
would haye had, was, to have his heart in an ho- 
ly and right frame of grace ; now, though Paul 
had not his P_—_ granted that way he looked 
for, yet hee had it another way, the Lord increa- 
ſed in him the grace of humilicy by it, hee faw 
his owne weakenefle, and the power of Chriſt 
the more, and when this was diſcovered unto 
him, he was content, 
| Isitnot all one, whether the Lord keepes ati 
| enemy from doing us hurt, or that he gives us 


from wounding us ? it may be a man prayes for 
money, and for eſtate; if God provide him meate 
and drink, and cloathes ſufficiently, inſtead of 
this, is it notall one? It may beanothcr would 
have a greater degree of conveniency for his 
dwelling houſgand many other things, if G © » 
give him a body able to endure that which is 
more courſe, all is one, as if hee were provided 
for more delicately. It is all one, wherhera Phy- 
fician quench thethirft of his Patient,by giving 
him beere and drinke that is comforrableunto 
him, or by giving him Barberries, or ſomewhar 


heemay have a ſtrong! body, to doe G o » ſer-| 


a ftrong helmet or buckler to keepe oF the blow | 


x Cov.18.5. 


elſe, thatwilldoe the thing as well: and it is e- 
BY E 4 quall| 


FP 
FP 


Simile;, 
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| + iv thoſe 
v----< which 
2. und. 


| Inſtances 


| quall 10 the childe whetherthe Nurſe feedes it 


| anfiveres thy petition, and givesthee the _ 


| Lordwill find out another way,thatthoudiddeſt 


with milke and other nouriſhment prepared for 
it, or gives.itthebreſt which 1t moſt defireth :; 
Even fo it 1s all onero thee, whether the Lord 


1h the very ſclt-ſame manner that thou woulde 
have it z or beſtowes it in another mannerevery 
whit as well, if not berter for thee. 

Secondly, as weeatedeceived in the manner, 
ſo wee are deceived in the meanes off times, in 
ſceking to God, Vhen a manprayes,he pircheth 
upon ſuch a particular meanes, and thinkes veri- 
ly that this 15 the way,or none; yet it may be the 


never dreame of,. Peul prayed to havea proſpe- 
Tous journey to Rome, hee, little thought, that 
when he was bound at Zer»ſalem, and: poſted up 
and downe from one priſon to another, G op 
was now ſending him to Rome, yethe ſenthim, 
and ſenthim very ſafe witha great company at- 
tending upon him,he fent him it maybe in a bet- 
ter manner than hee himſelfe would have gone, 
and yet it was by ſuch a meanes as he could never 
dreame of, Allo you know, Naaman the Aſſy- 
7ian, hee had pitched upon a paggacular meanes, 
hethought the Prophet would have ſurely come 

rth, and have laid his hands upon him , but to goe 
and waſh in /ordan,he thought his labour all loſt, 
and his requeſt which hee made to the Prophet 
toNno purpoſe, for it was a thing thar hee never 
thought of, it was a weake and poore meanes 


that hee made noaccountof, yet that was the 
| | meanes 


CC 
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meanes that God intended : fo I ſay; wee oft de- 


ecive our ſelves, wee _ npon ſuch particular | 
e 


wayes, and when theſe faile us, ſeeing thatwee 
have prayed thattheſe meanes might bee uſed, 
and Go p'dorh not uſe them, wee thinke pre- 
ſently ircannot be effected. ſoſeph thought verily 
Pharoahs flenard ſhould have beene the meanes to 
bring the promiſe to paſte, & after that, Pharoahs 
Butler he ufed as a meanes, when hedeſfired him 
to remember him, and yet all this was not the 
meanes, but another,which he never thought of, 
which was a dreame of Pheroahs : rhe like was in 
the caſe of Mordecai, deliverance camea ſtrange 
way,a way that ordecai never imagined, So 4- 
braham thought verily that 7/ael had becne rhe 
ſonne of the promiſe, but God rells him hee was 
deceived, /ſasc was the ſonne; in whom he wonld 
make good thepromiſe. So the/ſraelires thought 
that Adoſes ſhould have delivered them, thar it 
ſhould have beene preſently true, that the yoke 
of bondage ſhould have tmmed3atelybeen taken 
off from them ; but wee ſee G o yp went another 
way to wojke, hee ſent 2oſes away into a farre 
Countrey,/and the bondage was exceedingly in- 
creaſed upon them , ſo that they thought they 
were further off now thanever they were before, 
but in truth, they were neerer : for the increafe 
of the bondage, increaſed Phareahr ſinne, and 
made him ripe for deſtruction: Againe,it increa- 
fed the peoples humility, it madethem to pray 
harder, and to cry more fervently to G oÞ for 
deliverance, and ſo it made them more fit for ar; 


O— 


| 


and! 


58 


Wee attribute 
toe much to 
mcancs., 


| and Adoſes at the laſt was more fitted to bee a 


- 


0” 
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deliverer after hee was ſo long trained up, and 
-was ſo much humbled ; fo that when Go» 
ſeemes to us to goe a cleane contrary way,yet it 
is his next way to bring it to pafſe. Beloved, it is 
a common thing with us, wee pitch upon a cer- 
raine particular meanes, wee thinke ſuch a man 
muſt doe it, or ſuch a courſe muſt doe it, when 
the Lord intends nothing lefſe. And the reaſon 
-often is, becauſe if we ſhould have deliverance, 
many times by ſuch meanes, by ſuch men, and 
by ſuch wayes, wee would attribute too much 
to the mcanes, Therefore, we fee, while Gideoz 
hada great Army the Lord would not doe it, it 
was too great forhim, and therefore wee ſee to 
what a ſmall number hce brought it: ſo oft- 
times men thinke,oh if I had fach a mans helpe, 
or if I had ſuch a meanes, it would doe the 
thing, the enterpriſe would be —_—_ ro paſſe: 
when we make too much account of it, the Lord 
(ir: may bee) caſts away that, which ſeemed 
moſt probable, and ( even as he doth moſt of his 
workes, as hee builds his owne Kingdome 
by the moſt fooliſh and improbable meanes 
of all other, ſo ) often hee doth our buſi. 
neſſe by ſuch meanes, that wee leaſt dreame 
of : therefore bee not diſcouraged. Suppoſe we 
pray, that ſuch a great Prince ſhould raiſethe 
Churches, thar ſuch a warre, that ſuchanenter- 
priſe, and project may doe it, put the caſc the 
Lerd will not doe it fo, arewee then preſently 
undone > and is there no helpe, becauſe ſuch a 


battaile 
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battaile is overthrowne, becauſe fuch a Kin 
did not ſucceed,becauſe fuch a General] had nor 
ſucceſſe according tO our expeation ? It ma 
bee thar is not the way, the Lord will helpe the 
Church afteranother manner, than wee dreame 
of; and fo for a mans ſelfe, hee bath a great buſi- 
nefle to bee done, or hee is in diſtreſle, and 
would have deliverance, and hee thinkes this 
is the way, or none, and therefare hee is car- 
neſt to have it done: now it is good, in this 
ca ſe, to leave it to the Lonro, tamake our 
requeſts knowne to him;and when we have done 
that, to bee no further carefull, but leave it to 
the Lord, te doe it his owne way ; for hee is moſt 
Skilfull. 

If you take a skilfull Workeman, and ſay no 
more to him but thus : Sir, I pray you doe mee 
ſucha thing, if it were the bringing of water, 
or the ſetting up ofa building, it may bee, hee 
will goea way to worke, that thon knoweſt not 
what it meanes, and yet thou wilt truſt him : 
why then wilt thou not truſt Gov, and ſuffer 
him to goe his owne way ? for when thou arr 
croſſed inthat thing, whercin (it may bee) of all 
others,thou wouldeſt not be croſſed, perhaps that 
ſame is thebeſt way of all other, to bring the 
thing to paſſe that thou defireſt, 

Thirdly, as wee are deceived inthe manner, 
and the meanes, fo likewife wee miſtake the 
time : it may bee the Lord is willing to doe 
thething, but nor in that time that thou woul- 
deſt have him. Whena man prayes to bee ws 

verc 


4 


Thirdly,or not 


Simsl fo 


in our time, 


_ 
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| | Simile, 


' Wee muſt not 
take Gods de. 
Layes for de+ 
mals, 


Wote, 


Why God de- 
ferres to an« 
{wer us. 


Note, 


-| and faith, hee is not heard, becauſe hee isnor 


vered from ſuch tronble, from ſuch a diſtreſſe 
and affliction, hee thinkes the time very long , 


delivered preſently : wee would all have the | 
ſmarting plaiſter preſently tooke off, but the 
| Lox ov 1s wiſer than wee, (as the Phyſtcian 
knowes what belongs to the Patient better 
than himſelfe) though hee doc it not pre- 
cently, yet hee will doe it in his good time. 
Therefore ſay not, thou art not heard, thou 
muſt take heede of taking delayes for denyals , 
the Lord will deferre to doe the thing, yet hee 
will doeit, and doe itin the beſt ſeaſon : for this} 
is a generall rule, Gods time us the beſt time.) 
When thou commeſt to pray for a thing , thou! 
wouldeſt have it done preſently , and thou 
thinkeſt it is the beſt time, all the controver- 
| fie betwcene Gov, and thee is, which is the 
fitteſt time to have it done, thou thinkeſt per- 
haps preſcntly , God againe ( itmay bee) will 
doe it a yeere hence; ſurely he is the beſt chooſer, 
and wee ſhall findeitſo; and therefore be con- 
tent to wait his leaſure : For kemay have many 
ends in deferring it, it may bee to try thy faith, 
(as hee did the faith of the Canaaxire, whom 
therefore hee would not heare; ) it may be to in- 
creaſe thy holines, to pur thy heart into a better 
temper, and therefore he deferres longer. Hee 
meant to doe that for /aceb; that he did, yet hee 
ſuffered laceb to rraftle all night, and yet hee 
would nor doe it till the inſtant of the mor- 
ning appeared: ſo it was with Daniel, —_ 
wer 


| 


Zo... ah 
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Grerwent forth when heebeganto pray, yethee 
would have haw-inſtant, and continueun prayer z 
ſo(I ay) rhe Zord may have many ends why hee 
deferres, letus therefore bee content to take his 
owne time, 

Laſtof all, conſider this when thou ſeckeſt to: 
the Lord, to have any thing done, it is poſlible 
that it may croſle ſome other paſſage of bis pro- 
vidence . and in this caſe thou ſhouldeſt be con- 
rcnt to be denied, 

Bot, you will ſay, why may not both bee ac- 
commodated > 

I anſwer, fo they ſhall, rhough thou ſee nor 
how ; for it is not with God as itis with man : if 
a man doea good turne to one,two being earneſt 
petitioners whoſe well-being wholly depends 
on the fucceſſe, hee muſt needs doe an ill turne 
to another , but 6od compoſetir all tor the beſt. 
As for example, David defired exceedingly to 
build a Temple , yer the Lord had another end, 
for hce had reſolved in his providence to make 


Salemon the builder of it, which indeede was 
much better for David : for what more than hee | 
! had could Darid have gotten, if he had done it > | 
ſeeing the Lord gave him as full a reward, as if he | 
' bad done it: for he tels him,thar for that purpoſe | 
; of building G o Þ an houſe, he would build him | 
; an houſe : ſo that David had his end tothe full, 
| thongh Salomon did build the Temple. In like 
' manner in the Land of Canaan amonſt the 1ſrae- 
: [ites the Lord kept the Canaanites but it was for 


| their profit to exerciſe them, and keepe them in 
feare, 


A nſw. 3. 
Our prayers 
may croſſe 
ſome paſlage 
of Gods provi- 
dence. 


Objett. 
Anſw. 


Simile, 


—— 
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| feare, leſt at any time chey ſhould forgerhim.So 
alſo wee finde by experience, there are ſome paſ- 


ſages of G o ys providenee, that ifwee knew , 
we would willingly yeeld to,inthat irwere 
better,that it ſhould be ſo,than other- 
wiſe,andtherforc it is better,ia 
fome caſe,that we ſhould _ 
bee denyed, 


SERMON: 


_ 


7 Tnns 3. $.17. 
Pray cominually. 
Ow wee proceede to thatwhich 


Val If remaines; for fomerhing more 
PaXagl wee may addeto the demonſtra- 
{PS | Wl ting the time of Gods-granting 
LF our petitions, and the rieafure 
== of ſatisfying them, which wee 
touched a little before. [9 066 COQR OLE? 
 Forthetime:, wee are deceived in that wee 
thinke, when God deferres be denies; for many 
times God deferres for ſpeciall'reaſons, and yet: 
he grants the requeſts,in the fitteſt time for us,as 
thePhyſicijan knoweththe fitteſt rimetogivethe ! 


See page 59% 


Paricat phyſicke of one kind oranotner ; _ in | 
this 


| 
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Pl WFe4,a* 4 


"$24 


The Saints daily Es 7Ciſes 


Swile, 


Reo. 3.10, 
Note; 


| Foure reaions 

of Geds defer- 

ring to grant 

our requeſts. 
»” L 

| To try our 
faith, 


thiswee muſt yeeld to Go »; as heedoth all his 


although hedid meane to grant her requeſt, yet 


workeym the fitteſt time; fohee granges Ants x 
titiog3.inthe fitteſt time; there is an appoth 
time for anydeliverance to bee gran © for any 
bleſſing, for any comfort that tice npbd 


aadios 
pet from his hands.Nom,if aur ſelves did right- 
ly ſee it, wee would have things done for us in 
the moſt inconvenient time, wee would have the 
ſmarring plaifter pulled off, before the wound be | - 
healed, whergas It is beſt for ys tohave it kept 
on : Beloved, You ſhall finde, thar Geddivides be- 
tweene Satan and us,in this calc, as we ſec Revel, 
2.10. Satan ſhall caſt ſome of you into priſon, and 
you ſhall bee there for tenne dayes: it was not ſo long 
as Satan would have had it,-it maybe, hewould-| 
have had it tenneand ten too z nor againe, it was 
not ſo ſhort as God would have had it, but God 
{ers downe the time betweene-them both - and | 
therefore we muſt reſt upon him,and thinke that 
many.tunes there is-great rcaſon,whyweſhould 
be deferred;-when weeaske things at his hands, 
Now you ſhall find'God deferres for one of theſe 
cauſes, forthe moſt part :: | 


WE, 4 bg} 
- Somctimcs, for the tryall'of our faith, aswee 


ſee,hedeferred to grant to thewomanoF Canaes, 


bee deferred lapg, thathe might put. her to the 
tryall; and —_ ſhee mann ocrhy it, but 
when ſhe held. our in her prayers, ſhe had herre- 
queſt grangedeothetulf.- 

Sometimes, hee deferres to grant it, thatwee 


may be more hambledzas you KOT CR 
| iT Lt Tis Fr y | 


bed 
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carneſtly, bur Ged told bim, that hee would de- 
ferre him, becauſe he needed more humility : ſo 
he deferred to grant the requeſt, rhat the men of 
1ſrael put upto him againſt Benjamin, when the 
cauſe was juſt, and God intended to helpe them, 
| yer they fell before their enemies twice, though 
they faſted and prayed, his end was, as we ſee in 
the Text,that they might be more humbled, thae 
their hearts might be more broken' that they 
might be more fitted to receive it. = 
Againe,ſometimes God deferres,that we might 
be moreableto uſe thoſebleffings that he means 
' to beſtoiy upon us: fo he deferred ro raiſe lofeph to 
preferment ; ſahee deferred to bring David to 
the Kingdome; that thoſe affli tions that they 
endured. might the better fir them to enjoy ſo 
great proſperity,as he had provided forthem af- 
terivards. | 
And laſtly, he defers,that he might ſera high- 
er price upon his bleſſings, that hee —_ 1n- 
baunce the price of them , as the fiſher drawes 
away the bait, that the fiſh might follow it the 
more :-ſo Good with-holds blefſings, that wee 


might have a greater edge ſet upon our defires, | - 


rhatwee might pray harder for them, thatwee 
: ight prize them more, when we have obtained ? 
them. 

Now, as ke doth thus for the time; and as we 
are often deceived inthe time, in taking delayes 
for denials; ſolikewiſe wee are often deceived 
| in the meaſure 2 many times G o v grants the 
things that wee. would have, but becauſewee 


To enable us 
to ule his bleſ- 
ſings when we 
have them, 


To make usto 
rize his ble 


gs. 
k imile, 


Concerning 
the meaſure, if 
God give us 
notſo much as 
we aske, 


have 


—_— 


- 


— 
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Aleflemes- 
| ſure may ſerve 
as well az a 
greater. 
Cleared inIn- 
ances. 
t Wealth. 


Pſal, 37. 16. 


Simule. 


]havenot ſo largea meaſure aswe expect; there- 


fore wee thinke we have it not at all and that the 
Lord hath denied us our prayers, when indeed 
hee Ith not, for a leſſer meaſure, many times, 
may ſerveas well as a greater: as Gov ſaith to 
' Paul, My grace is ſufficient for thee. Though the 

remptation doe abide uponus, if there be ſuffi- 
cient grace to keepe us ina continuall conflict, 
and warre againſt it,if there be ſufficient graceto- 
obtaine pardon, to.uphold, and to comfort us in 
it, it is enough, it raay bring us to heaven , wee 
have a deliverance from it, even when we ſeeme 
not to be delivered, though wee have rot ſo full 
a victory, as wee would have, yet that.grace may 
be ſufficient. | 
You ſhall ſee this almoſt in all the rhings we 
have occaſion to requeſtar G o vs hands, thata 
leſſer meaſure may ſerve as well as a greater. 
Take it firſt in outward things. 

A little wealth may ſerve as well as great re- 
venues,as in Pſal. 37.16. Alittle that the righte- 
os hath,ts better than the great revenues of the wicked: 
becauſe a little, when G o v ſhall fill itwith his 
blefſings, it ſhall ſerve the turneas well: but,ifa 
man hath great revenues, and God blowes upon | 
them,and leaves anemprineſle in them-if a man | 
have great revenues, ifhee have great outward 
comforts,yet if there be an emprines, if there be 
a vanity in them, if theybe as the huske withour 
the graine , as the ſhell without the kernell, as 
they ate often; though there bee a great bulke, | 
and they ſeeme very fit to comfort us, yetthey 


wall 


| thoſe thar have great grace,notwithſtandin fall 
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for inthis caſe it is as 'twas with Aarne, Tho 
that had little,had ſufficient and thoſe that gathered o. 
ver, had never anhit the more , that is, for theiruſe 
and comfort, You know,the little thatD anje/ had, 
icnouriſhed and ſtrengthened him, as much as 
the great portion of the Kings mear, that others 
had; and therefore a little;in this kind,may ſerve 
aswell as much. - 

And fo likewiſe,a little grace may be ſo uſed, 
and improved, that ir may enable you to doe 
much, it _ preſerve you from {inning againſt 
G 0 v, as well as a great meaſure, For the confir- 
mation of this, looke to Kev. 3.8. which is a no- 
table place for this purpoſe: itis ſaid there tothe 
| Churchof Philadelphia, Thou haſt « little flrength, 
they had bur a little ſtrength, and yet you ſee 
there what that little ſtrength did : Thou ha#t but 
4 little trength, and yet thou haſt kept my word, and 
haſt net denyed my name : There were but two 
things for them to doe, to keepe his word, and 
to be kept from running out tothedeniall of his | 
name, and committing other ſins : now the little 
ſtrength theyhad was ſu ficientfor theſe ends. So 
that we ſee, he findes no fault with that Church; 


be, they fell into greater ſinnes.But this is arule 
which 1s true, youwill find it true inall obſerva- 
tions rhrough the Scriptures, That ſometimes 


into great ſinges, they may be ſubje& to 


willdocus litthe good; whereas alittle, 6n the 
other ſide,with Gods blefling,wil do much goed: 


other Churches,that had more ſtrength, it may |- 


2 Infltance, in 
grace, 


Reveb 3, 8, | 


Theſe chat 
have more 
grace may fall, 
when weake 
oncesſiand. 


| 


ome 
F 2 iro 
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Nore in what 
ſenſe this is ro 
be taken. 


=== 


Revel, 3: 


3 Inſtance in 
gifts, 


Simile 


| ſtrong prevailing luſt ; as Devid, you know, had | 
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a great grace, and yet, wee ſee, hewas ſubje& to 
great finnes together with it, | 
And againe,a man may have but a little grace, 
and yetthat little grace may be ſo ordered, and 
husbanded, and improved, that thar little grace 
may keepe him from finne, more than the other. 
This muſt bee warily underſtood, not but that 
great grace enables a man to doe greater workes 
than the other, it enables a man, in the ordinary 
courſe, to re{ift greater temptations, more than 
lefle ggace; but yet, (I ſay for our comfort, that) 
though a man have but a little ſtrength, as it is 
ſaid in the place newly mentioned, Rev.z.in that 
little ſtrength, 7 have ſet a doore open to thee; it Ope- 
ned the doore of heavenwide cnough, ſo that no 
man could ſhut it. 
And as wee ſay of grace, {olikewiſe for gifts; 
ſmaller gifts, meaner gifts may ſerve the turne 
many times, as well as greater gifts : for ( you 
know) a little finger, a\mall hand,may ſerve to 
thread a needle, as well as a greater, and (it may 
be) will doeitbetter; for inthe Church there 
are varieties ot operations, and variety of fun- 


Rtions, and meaner gifts may ſerve for the dil 
charge of ſome operations, of ſome ſervices for 
the Churchas well as greater. And therefore, as 
there are variety of functions, ſothere are varie- 
ty of members, ſome ſtronger, ſome weaker,and 
the weaker may ſerve, in ſome caſes, as well as 


CO 


Smile, 


the ſtronger ; a little Barke may doe better ina 
ſmall river, than agreater ſhippe ; {oa man that 
hath 
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hath butmeane gifts, may ſerve meane capaci- 
ties, at well as greater and better : and therefore 
thinke not that things are denied, when the thing 
15 granted, not in ſuch a meaſureas wee deſire, 
Laſtly,to be faithfull ina little gift will bring as 
| great a reward, as to be faithfull in greater, Thou 
| haſt bin faithfull in little, may make a man ruley over 
' much, & may bring a great increaſe of the talents 
' after :' Therefore let nat a man bediſcouraged, if 
| he have not ſo great a meaſure as others have, 
| Solikewiſe if a man deſire patience & ſtrength 
| togoe thorow all variety of conditions, thorow 
| all the troubles he meets with: as ſometimes the 
| Lord layes a great burthen upon a mans. ſhoul- 
| ders, and gives him great ftrengrh to beare it, 
 lometimes againe he gives but a little ſtrength, 
| and then hee proportions the burthen to it; for 
is it not all one, whether the burthen bee great, 
and the ſtrength anſwerable, or the burthen 
be leſſe, and the ſtrength little ? Sometimes hee 
takes away calamityquite,ſometimes he laies it 
| UPON a man, and gives him as much ftren thas 
enables him to beare ir, and that is as good as if 
it were removed , elſe, what is the meaning of 
that, Yowſhalt have an hundred fold with perſecution, 
but rhat you ſhall have {9 much joy and ſtrength 
in perſecution, that it ſhall beall one as if you 


prayed for deliverance,in that great houre of tri- 
all, the Text ſaith, Hee was heard in the things hee 
feared,and yer,we ſee,the cup did nor paſſe from 
him, but onely hee was ſtrengrhened to beare it, 


| 


wantedit > So wee ſee Heb. 5. 75. when Chrift | 6.5.7. 


F 3 2 and \ 


Faithſulnefſe 
in little brings 
as preatarc» 
ward as in 
more, 


4 Inſtance, in 
crofles and af- 
flitions; - 


Simvile. 


Nee, w . 


, CC 


— II" IR7 PRI I 


A 


The Saints daily Exerciſe. | 
and ſoitis inthis caſe. Allwhich may ſerve for 
a full anſwer to that, that wee be not miſtaken in 
judging our prayers not to bee heard, when they 
are heard. t 
And now, Beloved, what remaines but that wee 
ſer our ſelves to the duty, todoe that we are ex- 
horted unto heere, namely to Pray continually, 
that is,to pray very much, to keepe at leaſt a con- 
ſtant courſe in it, for firſt,if we doe negle@ it,we 
doc but robbe God of his mercies, we take them 
without his leave. 

Againe, weare guilty of the finne of unthank- 
fulneſſe : for we ought to give thankes in all things. 

Beſides, we negle@ his worſhip;for you know 
prayer is a partof his worſhip,and the negle& of 
it from day to day, or at any time,when we omit 
it,is anegle& of that worſhip and ſervice we owe 
unto him. _ 

And moreovyer,we doe not only ſuffer finne to 
lye unforgiven,which is very dangerous,but alſo 
wee deprive our ſelves of bleffings, and bring a 
curſe upon us ; nay wee ſaff-r our bearts to grow 
hard,and tobediftempered :for from our negle& 
of prayer comes that deadneſſe of fpirit, that 
worldly mindednefſe, and vnaprneffe to pray. to 
heare the word,and to keep the Sabbath:for whar 
elfe is the reaſon, why thoſe thar have beene for- 
ward and zealous profeſſours. in former times, 
haveloſt their light,and fallen from their place;T 
ſay,wharis the reaſon of it; when theywere ſome- 
times fervent in ſpirit ſerving the Lord?but becauſe 
_ fire was not kept alive with the fuel of prai- 


28? 
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| er;and when they declinedfrom that pirch,f rom 
| thatdegree of faich, which they had obtained, 


| will renew grace and ſtrength againe : therefore 
| take heed of being negligent, and remiſſe inthis 
| duty. Vee have great cauſe to be encouraged to 


divers | 


you li:all finde that it did commonly arife from 
remiſneſle in this duty. Therforewe ſay to ſuch, 
Repent, and amend, and doe your firſt workes ; that is, 
uſe your former diligence, renew that, and that 


it,for there is not a fairhtull prayer that we make 
ſhalbe loſt,but rneycome up into remembrance. 
Andthertore you muſt confider with your ſelves, 
not onely what you doe for the preſent, but 
what ſtocke of prayers you have laid up. You 
know, a man may have much in bils and bonds, 
as well as in preſent money; fo there 13 a centaine 
ſocke of prayer, a certaine treaſure laid up, that 
ſhallnot be forgotten, The husbandman lookes 
rot only upon the graine that he harh in his gar- 
ner, but hee lookes upon thatwhich is fowne, 
though it be out of his hand, yea, he reckons thar 
the better of the two , ſo thoſe prayers that have 
beene fowne, ( it may be, many yeeres agoe) are 
ſuchas will bring ina ſure increaſe. Therfore let 
us be exhorted to be ceaftant inthis dury,.to be 
frequent therein, to conrinue in it, watching thereto, 
with perſeverance. 

And now wee have diſpatched this weewill 
come toanſier ſome caſes of conſcience that fall 
outin the performance of this duty, which are 


q 


Firſt, that is one ; Vhat ſhall a manjudge of 
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About wan- 
dringthoughts 
in pLiaycre 


Anſw. 


_— 


þ 
The cauſe of 
4 chem is weak- 
4 neflc, 


S:wniles 


'T Simviles 


F 


| ariſe. 


his prayers, when they are accompanied with 
wandring thoughts, whether thoſe a arc 
ſuch as God wholly refuſeth, or what he 1s 10 doe 
in ſucha caſe, when hee is ſubje& ro wandring 
thoughts, to vanity of minde, and diſtemper in 
the performance of that duty ? 

To this Lanſwere, that wee muſt diſtinguiſh 
of the cauſe whence theſe wandring thoughts 


Sometimes they ariſe, not ſo much from our 
owne negle&, as from weakneſle, from rempra- 
tion; and inſuchacaſe Gow layes them not fo 
much to our charge. As for example, one that 
aymesat a marke,.and doth his beſt tohir rhe | 


marke, yet, if hee hath a hand, or an arme, that | 
hath the palſey in it,or if one jogge him while he ' 
is about 1t, the fault was nor ſo much in him, it | 
was not want of good will todoe it, nor want of | 
diligence; buteither it is his weakeneſſe, orit is ; 
an impediment caſt in by another: ſoit is in this | 
caſe,this wandring of mind proceeds from a na-| 
turall infirmity and imbecility that hangs upon | 
the nature of man,which is not ſo able to keep it | 
ſelfe cloſers ſuch afpiriwaltbuſineſie :and this | 


God confiders, 'for heifwiſe; and brnowes that wee 
are but fleſh When aweake ſervant goes about 
a buſineſse, though hee doe it-not ſowell as a 
ſtronger, yet aman is wiſe to confider, 'that the 
ſervant is but weake:in like manner theLord con- 
(ders the naturall weakneſſe that wee are ſubje&t 


. unto, and he deales mercifully with us, in ſach a 


Single. [eole:for hereina man is as onethat hath'a bow in 


his}. 
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his hand, but he hath a palſey-arme,and therfore 
he cannot keepe it ſteddy,though he have a mind 
todoeir. 
Soalfo inthe other caſe is it, when he is jogged 
in his ſhooting by another, that is,whenSaran in- 
terrupts him, who is alwayes diligent to hinder 


— 


je our prayers becauſe of that. 

But onthe other ſide, when this wandring of 
mind ſhall riſe fro meerenegligence on our part, 
from profapeneſſe, from want of reverence; be- 
cauſe we do not intend holy duties as we ought, 
we come not to them with that conſcionablenes, 
with that carefulneſſe as we ſhould doe; in this 
caſe it is a great ſinne,and this moves the Lerd to 
anger, whenwe performe that duty'in that man- 
ner, when wee doe not ſo much as ſet our ſelves 
about it with our ſtrength, bur ſuffer our mindes 
to wander without any reſiſtance. 

Or ſecondly, when wee our ſelves be theeauſe 
of it,by admitting of looſe _—_ rs,by ſuffering 
our ſelves to be worldly minded, by ſuffering an 
indiſpoſition to grow upon us,and not laboring 
torefift it, and caſt it off againe. You know, 
when an inftrument is out of tune, if the leſſon 
be never ſo good that is played upon it, yer it is 
unpleaſant,becauſe the inſtrumet is out of tune; 


to Go», and ſuffereſt thy heartto bee diſtem- 
pered before, and doeſt not looke to keepe it 1n 
| ordey, thats thy fin, as well as thy profanenefle 


him in ſucha duty, inthis caſe, Ged chargeth it | 
not upon him, neitherdoth he caſt us off, nor re- | 


and whoſe fanl!t is that > So,when thou commeſt | 


2 Temptation 


3 Negligence. 


4 Volunrary _ 
admitting of , 
rain thoughts; 


Simale, | 


and | 


—— 
_ 
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thoughts in 
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Smile, 


inzc, | hee findes a great indiſpofirion to prayer, ſuch a 
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aud negle& in the very time of the perfo:mance. | 

Ardby this you may learne, how to judge of | 
wandring thoughts inthe performance of this ' 
duty, and likewiſe you may {ec how to prevent | 
them. Theway to 57 we chem, is firſt, to keepe | 
our hearts in tune before, to have them ready, as 
the wiſe man hath his heart at his right hand, that is, | 


| he hath ir ready when he hath it touſe. When a | 


man is to uſe his horſe, he doth nor ſuffer him to. 
runne upand downe inthe paſtureswildely, but | 
will bave him-under bridle ; ſowe ſhould keepe | 
our hearts in frame,that they may be ready todo , 
us ſervice in ſuch an holy duty, when wee have | 
need of them. | 
| Secondly, we muſt be diligent, when we come 
to performe the duty, that though our minds do 
wander, yet we may be ready to recall them pre- | 
ſently, to ſet our ſelves to it with all diligence. | 
So much foranſwering of this firſt caſe. | 
The ſecond Caſe is,what a man is to do,when 


dulnefſe and deadnefle in him, that hee knowes 
not how togoc about the duty,and he thinkes, if 
hedoc ir, itwereas good be undone. 

TothisI anſwer briefly,that in all ſuch caſes,a 
man is bound notwithſtanding to performe ir,let 
b1s heart be never fo much out of temper let ther 
be never ſo great adulneſle and deadneſſe of ſpi- 
rit upon him, yet he is bound ro doe it. 

Wh pig ſay, Why, but I amaltogether 
unar. 


I anſwer, That a man by ſerting himſelfe _ 
| _ © 


. 


theworke (hall gathera fitneſſe, h hewere 
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unfitart the firſt. You know,members that are bce- 
nummed, yet by uſing them, they get life and 
heat,and come, in the end,to be nimble enough; 
ſo itis with the heart,in this caſe, when it obo 
nummed, the very _ of it makes ir fir for the 
duty. You know, wood,though it begreene,yer, 
if1t be long blowed, at the length ic will be dry, 
and take fire; ſo it is with the heart, a man may 
bee long aboutgetting iton the wing, yer with 
much adoe he may do it; and therefore he ought 
todoe this duty in ſuch a caſe; yea, ſomuch the 
rather, becauſe there is never more need of cal- 
ling upon G © », than at ſucha time : for thena 
man lyes moſt expoſed to temptation, then, if 
any finne come, he is ready to be overtaken with 
it,he is unfir for any thing : and therefore, if ever 
hehave need to call upon Goed,it is at that time. | 
Bur you will ſay,It may be G o v will not ac- 
ceptit, 
| an ſwer briefly, Although a mans heart be ſo 


| indiſpoſed, that when hee hathdoneall hee can, 


yet hee can get no life, hee can get no heat inthe 
performance of ſuch a duty, yet Gedmay accept 
that prayer,as wel as that which is moſt fervent. 
And that you may underſtand this arighr, you 


| muſt take it with this diſtin&ion : for alwayes 


this duIneſſe anddeadnefle in prater, comes from 
one of theſe two cauſes. 

One is, when God withdrawes his owne Spi- 
rit, that is, withdrawes not his ſpiritaltogerher, 
(for there may be an helpe, when wee perceive it 


| nor, 


Simile. 


Never more 
necd to pray, : 
than when we 
are moſt indif- 
poſed. 


Note. 


Objef.. 


Anfs Ws 


Cauſes of dub- 
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1 Diſcretion. 


: 


| 


| | 


wane + 


Frem negli- 
gence, 


| When indiſpo. 
frion is no 
hinderanec, 


Caſe 3. 
Abourpraying 
after a man 
hach commir- 
eedſome grofle 
finne, 


our duty, if wee doethe beſt wee can, the Lord | 


| rule alway holds good, when the impediment is 


-as wecan todoeour beſt,in this caſe Ged accepterh 


not)but when hewithdrawesithe livelineſſe, and 
quickneſle of his ſpirit;and in this caſe,ifwe doe 


doth accept ir, though hee hath not vouchſafed | 
ſuch inlargement of ourbearts,though hee hath 
not powred out his ſpirit upon us, in the perfor- 
mance of theduty,as at other times, but he gives 
a ſecret helpe,that perhaps we feele not,nor per- | 
adventure is ſo great asatother times; yet I ſay, 
when it ariſeth _ hisown withdrawing of that 
fitneſſe, and wee our ſelves are not negligent 
(which is the orher cauſe) but endeavor as much 


the mil for the deed;as I have often ſaid to you that 


ſuchas we cannot remove, when the dulneſſe of 
ſpirit is ſuchas it is not in our power to remove 
it,though we have uſed our utmoſt diligence, in 
that caſe it is no hindrance. And therefore itiis a 

reat comfort unto us that we have uſed our di- 
| rg in this duty,and have im payer our beſt 
ſtrength to quicken our hearts, though it be not 
done, yet-G o p accepts our prayers, as well as if 
they were performed in a more lively and fer- | 
vent manner, | 

The next caſe is,what a man is to doe after he 

hath committed ſome great finne, after he hath 
wounded his conſcience, whether then, notwith- 
ſtanding hee muſt come, and keepe his conſtant 
courſe in pray ing,moming and evening; whether 
he ſhalbe ſo bold,as to come into Geds preſence, 
after he hath ſo excecdingly offended him. 


To | 


woe. © PR" 


F 
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 Tothis Lanſwere, thata man is bound (not- 
withſtanding any finne that he hath committed, 


be it what itwill bee, ) tokeepe this courſe con- 


ſtantly in prayer,and not to omit it,not to keepe 
off,not rodeferre it. And my ground for it is, be- 
cauſe this is a duty, it is a Charge that God hath 
laid uponall, to Pray contizually, that is, at the 
leaſt twicea day, as we ſhewed before, to keepe 
a conſtant courſe in it. Now it is certain, our fai- 
ling in one thing muſt not excuſe us in another: 
when tbe duty lies on us, wee have nodiſpenſa- 
tion to be negligent in itz and thereforewee are 
bound todo it. 

Againe,confider this, that a particular offence 
Fa. not offend ſo much,as if we grow ſtrangers 
toG ov, as if wee grow to a renerallogbetlicg 
againſt him. As, put the caſe, a child commits 
a great offence againſt his father,yer, if he runne 
away from his fathers houſe,and grow a ſtranger 
to him, that is more than the particular offence: 


for a generall rebellion muſt needs be more than | 


the particular, And to give ovencalling upon 
God, to breake off that courſe,to grow a ſtranger 
to him, to runne away from his houſe, and (as it 
were) to be ready to give over all his ordinances, 
and a conſtant courſe of obedience to him, this 
is a generall rebellion,and is worſe than the par- 
ticular , yea ſuch a carriage, after ſinne commit- 
ted,moves G o » to anger more than the finne ir 
ſelfe : as many times, the contemptuous, negl1- 
gent,rebe]lious carriage,afteran offence,moves a 


[maſter,a husband, or a parent more than the par- 


ticular 


| 


q 
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eaſon 3. * 
_— 

4 breach in the 
| conleicnce 0- 
{ ou 


d 


| 


If weerecover 
not quickly 
out of a ſione, 
'we adde more 
ro it, 


| cular failing though it were exceeding great, 
Beſides, conſfiderwhena man commitsa great 


ſinne, he makes a great gappe in his conſcience, 
he makes a great breach there, and will you have 
that breach lye open? is not that very dangerous? 
is not that the way to bring in more ſinne,and to 
ſuffer thoſe good things that are in the heart 
to ſteale out? I will give you but one inſtance for 
this : You ſee, S. Peter when he had committed 
a great ſinne,indenying his Maſter,and forſiea.- 
ring of him too, yer, becauſe he came in preſent- 
ly, and repented, and ſought for pardon, (as you 
know hedid,) he was graciouſly —_— from 
running into further arrerages, forhee made up 
the gappe, hee made up the breach by his true 
repentance. 

Wee ſee, on the other fide, when David had 
committed that finne with Barhſbeba,and did not 
come unto Gods he ſhould have done, to keepe 
his ordinary courſe in ſacrificing untohim,in re- 
penting, and renewing his repentance,and pray- 
ing to him, you know, how many finnes hee fel] 
into, And likewiſe that was the caſe of Salomon. 
you know,towhat a heighthe grew,by not com; 
ming to Ged,at his firſt failing : And therefore, 
| fay, there is reaſon, thatwe ſhould do it; though 

the finne benever ſo great we ought to come in, 
and to keepe our courſe conſtantly. 

But may I not ſtay till I be more fitted, till 
my heart bee more ſoftened, and more hum- 
bled > 

Belovyed,to ſtay in this caſe is dangerous, for 


the 


— 


*. 


th 


—— 
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| 
| 


afterwards ; and when thou ſtayeſt for more hu- ! , 


milny thou findeſt lefſe : And therefore, while | 
the wound is greene, and when the fire hath ta- 


ken newly hold, it is then beſt ro quenchir, be- 
fore the wound be feſtered, before it hath conti- 
nued long ; for the heart will grow worſe and 
worſe, as itis Heb. 3.12. Take heed that you be nos 
hardened through the deceitfulneſſe of ſinne « The 
meaning is this, when you commit a ſinne, you 
thinke, if you ſtay a weeke, or a fortnight, or a 
moneth,you ſhall come inas wellas at the firſt ; 
no, ſaith the Apoſtle, while it is to day come in, 
that is,do it preſently,for ſinne will deceive you, 
it will harden your heart before you be aware, ir 
will makea diſtance between Gedand you,itwill 
take you off from him, itwill leade you further 


- | on :and therefore take heed, that your hearts be 


not hardened through the deceitfulneſſe of finne 
that finne doe not deceive you, which it will doe 
before you thinke of it. And therefore in this 
eaſe you ſhould doe as you dowith waters;when 
warers breake out a little, ir is beſt roſtop them 
reſently, if you ſuffer them, they will make the 
bevath greater, till at length you bee unable to 
ſtopthem, ſointhis caſe, when you have com- 
mitred agreat fin, come in ſpeedily, before the 
wound grow incurable. 
But you wil ſay, VVhat,fhall aman come into 


Gods preſence,who is moſt holy,after he w_ 
- le 


— 


the heart commonly growes more hard in ſinby | Staying for 66 |; 
continuance ; the conſcience is more tender im- | nefle after fin f | 
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an unreverent thing ? 


tocome into Goas preſence with the ſame dif 


thou doſt exceedingly provoke him, this isa ve- 
when wee ſay, thou muſt come in, and keepe a 


meaning is,you muſt come inwith adiſpoſition 
turned afide from your fins, and brought home 
toGovp, with a minde toabhorre thatwhich is 


thou muſt not come in with the ſame diſpofitt- 
on,that muſt bealtered, So much ſhall ſerve far 
the anſwer to this caſe. 
 Anothercaſe is ,, whether wee may uſe a fet 
forme ofprayer ; and likewiſe whether it be ſuf- 
ficient? | 
I need not ſay much to:you, for I thinke there 
15 none here that doubt of it;but that a fet forme 
of prayer may be uſed: you know, Chriſt pre-= 
ſcribed a forme, you know, there were certaine 
Pſalmes that were prayers, that were uſed con- 
ſtantly ; and therefore there is no doubt butthar 
a ſet forme may be uſed, for we have thoſe and 0- 


times, both in the primitive times, andall along 
to the beginning of the reformed times,toLuther 


and Catvins time, ſtill inall times the Church 
; | bad 


filed himſelfe with ſome great ftnne; is not this | 
I anſwer briefly,itis very true, if thou be bold | 


 fition wherewith the ſinne was committed,with: 
a minde {© faſhioned, and ſo framed, in that caſe | 


ry high degree of prpfanenefle : and therefore, | 


conſtant courſe in prayer notwithſtanding, the | 


evill, and to cleave to that which is good, there | 
muſt bee this converſion of the minde to him, | 


ther examples for it: And inthe Church, at all | 


| 


——_ —— 
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had fer formes they uſed, and I'know no obje- 
Qion againſt it of weight. 'One mainie6bje&ion 
isthis : | at 

That in tinted prayer the ſpirit is ſtraitned , 
when aman is ryedro a forme, 'then hee (hal! 
have his fpirit (as it were)boutided and limiceed, 
that hee cagnor goe beyond that which is pre- 
ſcribed, and therefore, ſay they, it is reaſona 
man ſhould bee left ro more liberty, ( as hee is 


forme. | 
To this Tanſwer, even thoſe men that are a- 
gainſt this, and that uſe this reaſon, rhey doe the 
fame thing daily in the congregation * for when 
another prayes, that isa ſer forme to him that 
hearesir, I ſay, it is a forme to him * for pur the 
caſe, that he which ts an hearer, and doth atrend 
another praying, ſuppoſe that his ſpirit bee more 
inlarged, it is a ſtraitningtohim, hee hath nolt- 
berty to goe our, he is bound rokeepe his minde 
intent upon that which rhe other praycth z: And 
therefore, if that werea ſufficient reaſon, that a 
man might notuſe a ſer forme, becauſethe ſpirir 
is ſtraitned, a man ſhould not heare another pray 
(though it be a conceived prayer)becauſe, in that 
caſe, his ſpiritis limited ; it may bee, the hearer 
hath a larger heart (a greatdeale) than hee thar 
ſpeakes and praies :ſo thar there is a bonnding, & 
ſtrairning,anda limiting of the ſpiritro him, And 
therefore that reaſon cannot be good. 
Againe,] anſwer, though the ſpirit be limited, 


incoticeived prayers, ) and nor tyed to a ſtrict | 


Objeat » 


Anſw. r, 
They thar ob- 


ſet forme of 


me thing, 


Not. 


berty at other 
times, 


at that time in publike, yet he hath a liberty at 0. 
G ther | 


jeR againſta | 


AnſWw, Ds] 
Wee hare li- 


| 


feeper, do the }' 


—"_ 


As 
+4 
Jos 
J 
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A ſw. 5 . 
The ſpirit 18 
not reſtrained 
io n ſer forme 
of prayer, 


oo 


forme may be 


1s not ſuffici . 


cat. 
Anſvy- 


«may be | preſent at-publike Prayer, (which -is a commen- 
| ny 1/nc | dable and religious thing to uſe conſtantly) I ſay, 


ther times,to pray as freely as hee will in privare ; 
and therefore he 1s not ſoried,but to at that 
time in the gates he be, yet it is nogene- 
rall tye.z at another time, or immediately after, he 
may be as tree as he will in ſecrer.. 

Againe, Lanſwer,itis not a bound, or reſtraint 
of the ſpirir, becauſe there is a tye of words ; for 
the largeneRe of the heart ſtands not ſo much in 
the multitude and variety of cxpreflions, as in the 
extent oftheaffeQion : now then the heart may 
be very large, for all that , though he bee tyed in} 
words, yet therc isnot a tyc uponthe affeQion , 
that maybee cxtended more, in putting up the 
ſame petition, when another mans is more ſtrait-| 
ned:therefoxe theres no tye,and limit upon that. 
And this is enough to ſatisfie that caſe, thata ſer 
forme of prayer muſt be uſed. : | 
\  Butnow, if you aske, whether that be ſuffci- 
ent 2 whether a man may-thinke,it he have beene 


whether that be ſufficient 2? 

My Beloved,this isa matter of ſome momenr, 
tocanſfider what wee ought to doe. in this caſc, 
for we-may be deceived 1n it; and I anſwer plain- 
ly, It is not ſufficient; A manthat is diligent in | 
publike prayers, that keepes them morning and 
evening, if heethinkes now hee hath diſcharged 
his duty, he is in a very great errour : and this is 
the reaſon,becaulc they are nor ſufficient. Indeed 
they ought tobe uſed conſtantly, for God is wor- 
| ſhippedinthe,& iris a more divine worſhip; for 


, when 


of 


1s 


GT gen ne TIED 
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when thete are many ſpedators , more honour is 
done to him)ir is a greater honour vhich is when 
men joyne in this worſhip, Many other reaſons 
might bee produced tor-it, but: that is notthe 
thing, I am now upon,co commence to.you; bur 
I ay, it is nor ſufficient, akthoughirought ro bee 
done, becauſe there -are many particular ſinnes, 
which cannor bee confeſled in publike: prayer, 
there are many particular wants which inpublike 
prayer youcannotunfold, and open, or exprefle 
untorhe Lord. | 32617 

aine, the end of a ſet forme of prayer isto' 
be an helpe for the private, (for the.publike ir is 


exceeding weake: achild,rhat cannot goe, 'may 
have a prop to helpe it, but wee muſt. notalwa 
be children,we muſt not alwayuſethathelpe, 
Befides,we muſt conſiderrhis, thatthere 15no 
man that hath any worke of grace in his heartur 
he isenabled in ſome meaſure to pray,withour's 
ſet forme of prayer, heeisable rocxpreſlic his de- 
fires ro.God in private, one way orother: There 
was never any man iniany 
knew how toexprefſc himſelfe, where he had li- 
berty toſpeake ; (ait.ts in thiscale. : 
- Beſides, theſpiritaf amanthath greater liber- 
ty-in private z there: man;may pore forch bie: 
ſoule tothe Lord, as Hanad'faich; 1 Sew. x.,which: 


when £G 0 v is honoured before many, (as a man, | 


another caſe) a helpe thatone may ute that is yer} 


extreame want; buthe |. 


Simile, | 


5Reaſons pre- | 
ving thar a ſer 
forme of pray- 
er.is nor ſuſhi. | 

[ 


EI 


ciear,. . 


Rea on "P ; 
Reaſon 


Somile, 


Reaſon. 3 | 
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Reaſor, 4+ | 


- 
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I San.1, 


in publike hee cannot doe freely : thereare many! 
particular:mercies, which hee hath cauſe robes 
allto God for 11290) 5 2 9 95 WAL | 

mich Beſides 
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1 Theend why 
1 proyeris uſed. 


; prayer, 


Reaſon 5, | 


[? Caſe To 

| About uſing 

| the yoice, and 
| abour the ge- , 
fture in ſecret ; 


eAnſW. 
| 


/rhis duty; L {1 


- {heedrobeerakenofthar, becauſe itis'a publike 
} Kava es geſture is alway tobe reverenr,, You 


are bound to a private performance of 


Againe,this is another Cafe, whata man is to 
doe inthe private performance of this duty,whe- 
ther hee bee bound alwatesto uſe his voyce;whe- 
ther hee bee-bound: alwaics 'to:ſuch. a kinde of | 
geſture 509119 S319: LOI NCY 24 

I anſwer this briefly, (for there is no great dit- 
ficulty intheſe things; and therefore I paſſe them 
over:):' forthe geſture-in publike, there is more 


and:open worthip of Gov; and: therefore in- 


know-how oftenit is 
Ws «1 


UL 5 4 


repeated, (in the Old Fe- 
L 4) 


ſtament| | 


SY 


tamenr eſpecially) that ithey. baved dlowne, ay 
| morſbipped,and ſo Chrift leokedap to heaven; ? ay! 
| &neeled downe, and thereſtwith han, andiprayed ; 
| and many ſuch like expreſſions you have menti- 
oned inthe Sctiptures ; where you have prayer 
mentioned in publike, ill you ſhalbfinde an ex- 
preſſionof ſome reverent geſture ;rherftqrewhen 
weeappeare before the Lerd:inthe publike per- 
formance of this duty, eſpeciall -care muſt bee 
taken hereunto, In the private, the caſe is diffe- 
rent, there varicty of geſtures may be afed,and I 
do not ſee but al mannerof geſtures maybe nſed; 
there are-many cxamples forwalking, and lying, 
and ſitting; onely this istobettakenhecd to,thar 
even in private, as farreas maybe, the-peſture be 
ſuch, as may both expreſle rhe :inward reverence 
| in the heatrt;forelſe of the outward man, ſee nor 
burthereis aliberty:inthat, And/indeed I think 
this-is the beſt mle:m /privateztharrhartigefturebe 
uſedgrhariderthmoft quicken, 8doth help the du- 
ty meſt . Some gefture may bring a dulneſſe;and 
indifpoſitien,yhonariother may quickenthe bo- 

dy:8-make it morefir forprayer: ſometimes ly- 
_ | ingis inconvenieritzand ſometimes more Conve- 
nient: And:therefore,in this caſe,thebeſtrute is 
touſe thatgefture, which quickens moſt, which 
helps moſt the duty. Somegeſtures'may breeda 
wearinefle inthe body , 'fome-maybreed a dul- 
neſſe; ſome are painefuttorhe body:all this is a 
hindrance-o the duty, when as the change of it 
may quicken and helpe ir forward. 

Now forthevoyce, I fay, for that, (as forthe 


G 3 


geſture) | 


" 
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Angel: how 
"+=. hero 
God, and one 
anorhcr. 


18H: 3. 9+ 


Why the voice 
is led in pray 


ors 


| 
geſture) it is not ſimply required: for God # 4 ſpi- 
rit,aud be will bemorſbipped in ſpirie, Men that have 
eares,and bodies, they muſt have men ſpeake to 
them : but Ged, thatis a Spirit, delights in that 
which is like himſelfe, and therefore all-his eye 
is upon the inward behaviour of the Spirit, Be- 
fides the ſpirit may ſpeake roGod,when the voice]. 
doth not , as, you know,the Angels ſpeake to God, 
and they ſpcake one toanother. The Sehoolmen 
have great diſputes about the ſpeech of Augels, 
planner. in, that one A»gel ſpeakes to 
another after this manner: VV hen any one hath a 
conceit in his mind of any thing, with a will that 
another ſhould underſtand it,8& that God ſhould 
underſtand it, that is enough fortheexprefſion 
of it; ſo is itwith the ſpirit of a man, when hee 
hath ſuch a petition in his: heart, in'his miride, 
and there is a defire in his will, that God ſhould 
underſtand that petition,that is an offering it'up 
to.the Lord, it is as true a ſpeaking to the Lord,as 
whenyoudeliver it by an outward voice, for the 
ſpirit agrees with the Azgels, ſo farre as.it is a 

MIrit,and as they ſpeake one:to another, and'to | 
the Lerd ,ſodoth the ſpiritof man, though in- 
deed the tongue be tobeuſed,as itiis faid /am..- 
9.. Therewith ble fe wee God, and therewith ſhould 
,wee-pray among others, and before others, and 
ſpeake before others:but when there is any cauſe 
touſe'the voice in private, it is this, as farre as it 
may quieken the heart; (as I faidofgeſture) and 
as farre as thereby wee may keepe our thoughts 
{fromwandring, If the vice were not uſed, per-? 


haps, i 


FP" A . 


a 


, 
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wandritig, and wee ſhould ne ytotake 


haps, the thoughts would bce ſubjeR to more 


notice of them, 'but they would {lip beforewee 
arc awate ; and therefore when the voyce is-uſed 
it muſt be ro keepe in thE thoughts; In ſome ca- 
ſes, to 0mit the voice is more convenient, when 
it may draw any other inconveniency ; but that 
is left to every mans particular caſe, as hee 
ſhall find the uſe of it to hinder him, 
or further him. And ſomuch 
ſhall ſerve for this 
Caſe. 


Caſe 6. 
{ About want of 

leaſure to pray 
by reaſon of 
preſent buk- 
nclles to bee 
ſpeedily dif 
patched. 
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SERMON. 


| ſure and liberty, that orherwiſe hee might have 


1 Tus. 5.17. 
Pray continually. 


} Nother Caſe of conſcience in the 
buſineſſe of prayer is, what a man 
\ 1s to doe, when he is ina ſtraitof 
time, by reaſon of ſome weighty 


and ſudden difpatch; and gives him not the lea- 


Had >: 
| TethisTanſwer, you ſhall find, thatin Scrip- 


tires the prayers of Saints have been ſometimes | 


longer, and ſometimes ſhorter. . Our Saviour 
Cunrsr, you know, ſometimes ſpent a whole 


buſineſſe, that requires a quicke. 


| 


| 


night | 


.-* 


+ > 


; 
HMELESS _e oe Mee Ke 
night in prayer; Surely hedid not take fo much 
time alwayes, and ro-doubr, wee. have liberty | 
ſometimes to be longer; tometimesſhofter,ac- 
cording asOur occaſions will-permit.But yet this 
you muſt remember, that though the bufineſſe | 
bee great, yet that buſineſſe that concernes the | 
ſalvation of our ſonles, and the worſhip of God, | 


ccrning falva- 


ther ſervices;this is till robe preferred: for it Sa; | rioarobe pre- 
buiineſſe of greater moment: take heed then your | ferred befors. 
give ajoſt worghe troyour buſinefſe, and nor faf.| 229734 bulk 
erevery ſmall oceafior thit comes: unto thruff 
out this duty , for heere yorrkeepe not the due 
» nee 0 negle& rhe greater, and take the 
lefle. 

Beſides, doe yoa'not fay,when you have great | We ſhould al- 
buſineſſe in hand, thataman'muſt have a dining deepen 


time, and'afleeping time; &Cc. Why may wee as for other 
not Grarwell, A nA miuſthave 2 praying time, | buſnefle, 
isitriot neceflary > You Know what 16v faith, - 
you knojv the courſe that he kepr in reading the 
word, ( for that is cleerely meant ir that place,) 
It mai more precio to him tha his appointed fled 
thar'ts, he had'tather omit his uſual meales, (for 
tharhe meaties by hs appoinred food) than toomir 
a'coſtant courſe in performing thoſe holy duries. 
Therefore, I ſay, it ought carefully ro bee rodke 
heed of, tharwee otnit it not except it be ina ve- 
rygrear fitait;which'ifir ſhould happen,ye may 
be Chorr in'ir;. Gd ties us notſoexattly you ſee, 
for n0 talesareſet down inthe Scriptures, where- 
ime at&t yedpreciſely t6futh an houre,tb/ſath 


— 
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is greater: Andfherefore,before ahd above all o- | Matters cor || 
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prayer, as well ' 


. Ta _atime; | wenn , 
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Cautions +- 
bour ſbortnes 
of prayerin . 
grear ſtraits, 
( antion 1. 
Husband time 
wcll 3 wayes, 
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| a time, but God in mercy, and inwiſdome, hath 


left it toour liberty:onlyobſerve this is thecom- 
mand, Pray continually, doc-it exceeding often, at 
the leaſt, keepe a conſtant courle in ir, (as wee 
heard before) though you ſhould be the ſhorter 
init. | 

Now let theſe five Cautions be obſerved : 


Firſt, take heed that the ſtraitning come not | 


from your ill husbandry,that is,from your il huf- 
banding of time, for,ifa man were carefull to re- 
deeme time before, (it may be) hee need not be 
put to ſuch aftraitas he isat that time,when he is 
to performe this duty. Suppoſe you have a jour- 
ney to go,that requires much time,and you muſt 
be gone early , you may ſohusband the time be- 
fore,that you mayget time cnough for your jour 
ney,and for the performance of this duty: and ſo 
for other buſineſſe, as I ſaid inthe morning, you 
ſhould labour to ſequeſter your ſelves tro per- 
forme this duty of — therfore take heed 
you be good ſtewards of your time,and that you 
busband itwell. 

And likewiſe, this is another part of husban- 
ding your time, that you ler not that which is 
very precious, goe for things of ſmall moment ; 
for that is ill husbandry.You ſhould redeem the 
time,and buy it with the loſſe of ſomething. You 
finde time cnough to beſtow inthe weightieſt 
buſines of your calling, in things that belong to 
the good of man, much more ſhould you in this 
that belongs to the worſhip of G o » : And ther- 


fore, if it may be, redeeme it with ſome loſſe; ſo 


— 


you 


[ 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
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you ought ro husband it,otherwiſe you redeeme 
not time as you ought. This is the firſt Caution 
that ought to bee obſerved, ro husband and re- 
deeme the time well, 

The ſecond is, 4f wee be ftraitned at any time, 
recompence it at another time : for if it be not a 
feined excuſe and pretence, if you frame not ro 
your ſelves a ſtraitning, when you have liberty, 
you will bee carefull to ſpend more rime 1n it at 
another ſeaſon, by that you ſhall know your ſin- 
ccrity in it,that it is true,and that it is not anex- 
Cuſe, anda putting off. 

Moreover, another Caution to be obſerycd is, 
that you take not too much buſineſſe upon you: 
if you be ſtraitned with buſineſſe, and theretore 
cannot be ſo large in the performance of this du- 
ty, as otherwiſe you would if you did not take 
ſomuch apon you, your ſelves are the cauſe of it. 
And therefore, be that takes lefle, he that ſpends 
more time in thethings that belong to ſalvation, 
he hath made the better choice, as Afary made a 
better choice than 4fartha, though ber imploy- 
ment alſo were good. 

Likewiſe, as you muſt not peſter your ſelves 
with too much buſineſſe, ſo likewiſe you muſt 
take care, that your mindes be not too much in- 
rent upon them; for too much intention of mind 
upon buſineſſe,cauſerh diftrattion in prayer,and 
cauſerh us to poſt over the duty, as well as too 
much buſineſſe : whena mans minde ſhoots it 
ſelfe too farre in buſinefſe, when it is toomuch 
SEUITy about it, when it is too much _—_ | 

When 


| o1 


Cantion 3« 
Recompence 
it another 
time, 


Caution 3» 
Take heed of 
roo much by- 
Gacfee, 


(antion 4« 
Be not too © 
intent upon 


buſincelles 


' 


Cartion 5, 
Eooke to the 
ground of the 
| traic. 


Caſe 9. 
1 About uſlc of 
| the meanes. 


|. Anſw. 

] Reaſons why 
1 meanesmuſt 
{ be uſcd. 
Reaſon 1. 
Elſe our de - 
ſires ate nor 


good. 


| 


diffidence in 6od,and confidence in theuſeof the | 


| the uſe of one meanes to another, that wee can- 
| not get time in prayer,not ſo much for want fim-: 


| to pray, and ſecke ro G o », it is anordinary 
| queſtion amongſt us; But may wee not uſe the 
| Meanes too > 


| excluding the meanes, that it includes them 
{for if the deſire bee fervent, when wee deſire 


| ent diligence,as itwill make you earneſt in ſeek- 
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when the foule cleaves too faſt upon the buſiges 
and cannot looſe ir ſelfe to the performance of 


ſpirituall duties which require freedome- 
The laſt Caution is,that the ſtrait rifenor from 


meanes;; forit falls out oftimes when wee have 
buſinefſe of moment in hand, there is a turning, 
and poſting from one creature to another, from 


ply, but becauſe we mind the meanestoo much, 
we intend them too much, we doe not truſt God 
enough with the buſineſle , if we did, wee might 
ſpend lefle time in them, and moxze in ſeeking to 
him. So much for that Caſe. | | 
Another Caſe of conſcience in this baſineſſe 
of calling upon Go p is, What ama is to doe 
for the uſe of themeanes > for when wee are bid 


 Tothis I anfiver, Thar prayer is ſofarre from 
any thing at Go Þ s hands, it will make us dili- 
gentin rhe uſe of the meanes, to uſe a conveni- 


ing to God and in puttiftigup your requeſt tohim 
For, if a man ſhall pray, and bee negligent in 


| the ſe'of the meanes, I will be bold to fay ir; | 
it 1s but like thedeſire of the fluggard, that is, a 


ſanguifhing,and fainting deſite; Hee defires,bur 


| 


his 


Pay _—_— 
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"" 


[ 
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caſe, I ſay, its a figne your prayers aremore 


his foule hath nothing; for he deſires buthe puts 
his hand into- his boſome: the deſires which 
you expreſle, when you pray, they are not fer- 
vent, they are not carneſt, if you bh remiſle in 
the uſe of the meanes, Hee that deſires grace, 
and ſtrength againſt ſinfull luſts & temptation, 
and yet is remiſſe in the uſe of rhe. meanes,.by 
which grace ſhould bee increaſed, and ftirength 
gained, to reſiſt thoſe corruptions and tempta- 
tions, ccrtainely his deſires are but yaine and 
empty defires. TG; | 
Beſides, it isan argument that wee truſt not 
in Gov, . that wee make no accompt of our | 
prayers,except wee be diligent in the uſe of the | 
meanes, therefore wee are farre from excluding 
them , for, if you ſceke to Gop , and truſt 
to your prayers, and thinke that they will pre- 
vailewith him, itwillworke this cffe&, thar 
you will be carefull touſe ſuch meanes, as Gop 
bath ordainedto bring the thing to paſſe, Even 
as, if a man ſecke to-a Phyſician, to ſuch a Phy- 
fician as hee truſts to;, into-whoſe hands hee 
would purhis life 3; when rhis Phyfician pre- 
ſcribes ſuch acourſe, ſuch a dyet; and ſuch a 
thing to bee taken at ſucha time, themore hee 
reſts upon the Phbſieian, the more carefull hee 
will bee toobſerve his preſcription and rules : 
And fo; ir this'cafe, the more youreſt On God, 
the morecarefall youwil be to uſe ſuch meanes 
as hee hath appoinred; when hee hath-faid}, 
theſe and theſe meanes are'to bee uſed. In.this 
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Reaſon, 2, © 
Elſe it is a | 
ſigne we truſt | 
not God, 


Smile.” 


CO OI FO IIs PW TI ty. a : 0 em 


Reaſor, 7. 


It is chat wee 


pray for. 


Reaſon. 4+ 
Prayernot the 
y meancs: 


| Cautions 2+ 
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ro purpoſe , when you arc diligent in theuſe of 
them , when you dare not fleight nor negle& 
them. 

Againe, you muſt conſider this, that when we 
pray, at any time, wee doe not pray to have a- 
ny thing done withour meanes , but wee pray to 
have a bleſſing upon the meanes; and, ifwe pray 
for a bleſſing upon the meanes, 'our minde is nor | 


that they ſhould be omitted : for, you know, God 

doth all things by ſecond cauſes, he ſaves us not 
without our ſclves, thar is, hee uſeth us as inftru- ; 
ments, hee doth every thing by mea, by crea-; 
tures, and by meanes ; and the end of our prayers | 
is, norto have them done without mcanes, but to | 
have a bleſſing powred downe upon them. But 

thar which is chiefly ro be obſerved to cleere this | 
point to you isthis ; That prayer is not the onely 

meanes, it is but part of the meanes pat cam} 


=_ ro paſſe. 

6 rwo things to effe ta bufineſle, thar 
is, prayerand meancs both : we doe not ſay pray- 
er is the onely meanes, indeede, thenthe other 
were excluded ; bur ſince it is but apart, and 
the other makes up the totall meancs of bring- 
ing any thing topaſle, it doth not exclude them, 
but they may:be both joyned rogether, praycr 
andthe ufe of rhe meanes. This is-cnough' ro 
ſhew that we may-uſe meanes;we may! pray,and 
lay 'our hand on the Plough, 'wee may ſeeke to 
God, andbe diligent, and as daligent as any body 


elſe. But now theſe: three Cautions-aretobeob- 
ferved.:: 107-2207 &4 713. 2) 
4 The 


—_ — 
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| 95 


-Thefirſt is, That, if wee doe uſe meanes, wee {untion v. 


ſhould uſe thoſe thar are right , for if you cruſt 
God, and depend upon him, you will not ſteppe 
out to any"inordinate meanes , nor uſe lawfull 
meanesin an inordinate manner : It you doe fo, 


ir is an argument that your prayers are of no | 


value in your owne cſteeme, for you doe not reſt 
on G 0D, which if you did, you would never 
= any other meanes , than hee hath appoin- 
ted, | 

Secondly, though you uſe the meanes, and 
pray both, yer you muſtſo uſe the meanes and 
prayer both,as that your confidencereſts not only 
rhereupon:for it is onething to uſe the meanes,8: 
it is another thing to have confidence in them, 
And therfore we ſay toyou in this caſe, that you 
muſt doe as hethar uſerh the light of the Sun, he 
ſouſeth the light,as that be bath an cye upon the 
Sun,from whom that light comes; for he kaowes, 
that if the Sun were ſet, the light would be gone, 
Or as he that takes water in a Ciſterne, or River, 
he ſo takes it, as that hee hath aneye to the Foun. 
taine, hee knowes if the Fountaine were ſtop. 
ped, the River would bee quickly dryed up: So 
you ſhould thinke with your ſelves, if I ule any 

meanes, any creature, any inſtrument to bring 

things to paſſe, mine eye muſt beeupon God: for 

all the helpe that we have from the creature, ir is 

buras a beame tothe helpe that comesfrom God 

himſelfe. And therefore you muſt doe in this 


caſc, as Phyſicians are wont to doe, they put ma- | 


ny ingredients intoa thing, but it is one princi- 
| pall 


Wee wuſt uſe | 
right meancs, 


Caution 2, 


Not truſt the 
MCcAancs. 


Simite. 


Simile, 


— 


—_ 
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(antion 3. 
Not to ſticke 
to particular 


Mmcancse 


make uſe,borh of praier,8ofthe meanes,yer you 


| dence 15 to be,is God thatdoth bring every thing | 


pall ingred ient, among ſt the reſt, that he makes 
account will cure thediſeaſe:Sodoe in this caſe, 


muſt know , that neither prayer nor the-meanes 
are the principall effe&er of the thing, butthe 
principall meanes, indeed wherein your confi- 


ropaſſe : There is no good in the City, nor no 

evill, but he doth it; you know hee takes all ro 

himſelfe. All the meanes, by which good and 

ill is conveyed to you, doe not doc thething , 

they are but the vehicula, they are but the inſtru- 

ments ; as the Beere and the Wine wherein the 
Phyſicke is taken, bur it is the Phyſicke and 

the medicine that cures ; So all the meanes 
cannot doe.it, it is the helpe and the power 
of Gov, the efficacy that comes from him, 
that brings things to paſſe , therefore that muſt 
bee remembred, uſe the meanes continually, 
but with dependance upon G op, with an eye 
upon him, let not your hearts reſt upon them 
-_ y ; for, ifthey doe, it is an inordinate uſe of 
them. 

Laſtly, you muſt rake heed of ſticking in any 
particular meanes ; for if you doe, it isa figne 
that you truſt not G o Þ as you ought todoe. It 
is a fau]r commonly,we pitch upon ſuch a parti- 
cularway,and we thinke that muſt doe it, or no- 
thing. Now if God be truſted too, he hath more 
waies to the wood than one, he hath more means 
to bring a thing to paſſe than one: And therfore 
wee muſt leave it to him,who often doth it beſt 


by 


/ Ore _ 1 
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by another meanes than we dreamed of. As for 
cxample, Davidhada promiſe of the Kingdome, 
Now, when hehad the Kingdome of 7udah, yet 
you know, the Kingdome of /frae! ſtood out : for 
1ſbboſheth had the Kingdome, and Abney was his 
chiete Capraine: beſides,in his comming into his 


Kingdome of Indeh, we ſee how God wrought the | - 


buſinefle, withour his device, by a meanes that 
he never thought of, in that batrell, whey, Seu/ 
was killed, and ſo many of his ſonnes, there was 
ſo much way made for him, when himſelfe uſed 
no meanes to bring it to paſſe, Afterward when 
the Kingdome of 1ſracl was kept from him, and 
he had onely 7udah, we ſee, God. cauſed diviſion 
between 1ſbboſheth, and Abner his chiefe Captain, 
upon that comes Abner, and offers to David the 
whole Kingdome, but yet he was but a reconci- 
led enemy ; and what Abner might have done, 
he knew nor. Therefore, Godby his providence, 
(though 794b ſinnedin it) cauſed Abner tobe ta- 
ken away by 10ab : when this was done, yet 1ſþ- 
boſheth was alive ſtill, then were there twomen 
ſet by the providence of God, (though it werea 
great ſinne in them) to take away his head, and 
{s the Kingdome came wholly to David: for, 
there were but two ſonnes, AMephibeſheth, that 
was lame of his feer, and !ſhboſheeh that was lame 
in his minde, a weake man, unable ro m_—_ 
ſo great and wei ary a buſineſle to purpoſe : So 
Ged brought the buſinefſe to paſſe by a way that 
David thought not of. Therefore, though wee 


muſt 


may uſe meanes, yet, after theuſe ofthem, wee | 
H 


th 


— 


| 
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God, 
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, 


1 


Caſe $. = 
Abourpraying 
1'\n taith, when 
| a man wants 2 
parricular pro” 
mile, thar the 
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granted. 


| 


muſt depend\upon Ged, and leave it to God, to 
rake one meanes, or other, VVe muſt doe inthis 
caſe, as we doe when we goe toa man that is ve- 
ry skilfull to dog a worke for us ; If wee goe toa 
Carpenter, andtell him we have ſucha thing to 
be done or, it we goe to thoſe that we calkAgqua- 
risli, that bring water from place to place, we tell 
him, this is our deſire, but how he will worke, 
and which way he will bring it to paſſe, we know 
not, Md yer we truſt ſuch an one ,, for we ſay, He 
is an honeſt man of his word, andif hee have un- 
dertaken it, it is enough : VV hy then will you nor 
truſt Ged, that goes ſo much beyond us, that hath 
an infinite wiſdome, and an infinite power 2 And 
therefore let us all ſo uſe the meanes, that with- 
all we kcepe our dependance upon him, that wee 
leave it to him, to nſec this or that meanes as ir 
pleaſeth him, for ſometimes, it may be, he takes 


| away that which wee are about, ſometimes hee 


leaves us partly deſtitute, and findes a way of his 
owne, that we might-truſt to him, and bee confi- 
dent of his power and wiſdome, in that he is able 
to doe the thing wee deſire, So much likewiſe 
ſhall ſerve for this Caſe, 

Another Caſe is, VWhat it is to pray in faith > 
You know that is required, Now there is acom- 
mon errour in this point : for a man may ſay, It I 
pray for the ſalvation of another, I havenopro- 
miſe, how can I pray in faith> When a man 
praycs to bee guided infuch a buſineſſe, to have 
{uch an enterprize to bee brought to paſſe, ro 
have deliverance from ſuch a trouble, ſuch a ſick» 


| neſle, | 


—_ 


ti i... 
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neſſe, from ſuch a calamity, that hee lies under, 
he findes no particular promiſe, and for ought he 
knowes, it ſhallnever bee granted : How can hee 
then be ſaid to pray in faith > For, to pray in faith 
is to beleeve that the thing we pray tor ſhall bee 
brought to paſſe and accompliſhed, 

I anſwer, that co pray in faith,is to goe as farre 
as the promiſe goes. Now no particular man hath 
any particular promiſe, that he ſhall have ſuch a 
deliverance, that he ſhall have ſuch aparticular 
mercy granted him , and therefore it 1s not requi- 
red to belceve that that particular thing ſhould 
bedone, 

But you will ſay, VVhart faith is ic then that is 
required ? 

I ſay, itis enough to belecve that Goo is a 
Father, that hee is ready to heare, and not one- 
ly that hee is ready to heare, but that hee is rea- 
dy ro doe that which is beſt for mec, in ſuch a 
particular : for both are required, that you be- 
leeve him to bee well affeRed towards you, as 
a Father, as one that renders your goed; and 
not onely ſo, but that hee will doe that, in that 
particular, that ſhall bee moſt for his owne glo- 
| ry, and for your good : and, if you doe fo, you 
pray in faith , though ( for the particular) you 
know not, whether it ſhall be granted or no. In- 
deed, if we had a particular promiſe, as Eljas had, 
thatit ſhould not raine,8&c. in that caſe, we were 
bound to beleeve in particular, but not having 
that, wee are not tyed unto ir : for the pro- 
miſe is the obje& of faith, and the habit is 

H 2 


FT” 8 


ag 


-— 


enſv. 


Ob; 6A. 
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pT ayer. 


Arnſw. 


| 


-} 
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leeve, thar the | 
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granted which 
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| , 


= 
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\notroworke beyond the objeR, for the obje& 


isthe rule and the limit of the habit : therfore you | 


may pray in faith, when yet you have no ground | 
ro beleeve, and to thinke, that that particular 
thing ſhould bee granted. ' For cxample, if a 
father pray , that his ſonne may have grace 
wrought in his heart, that his ſoule may bce ſa- 
ved, it may beethe Lonp will neverdoe it; or, 
if one friend pray for another tothe ſame purpoſe, 
though the thing be not done, yet the prayer re- 
turnes into his boſome, hee 1s no loſer by ir, 
there is a reward belongs to him, for ſeeking to 
God in ſincerity, it is his duty,that hee ſhould doe 
ſo. The like I may ſay for every other particular 
caſe, Andthis encouragement you may have,thar 
there is never any particular prayer put up,wher- 
in you feeke things that are not granted, but you 
miſtake in it , for, if you beleeve thus farre, as I 
laid to you, bee ſure that your prayers are accep. | 
ted, Gop willdoe that which is beſt for you, | 
and your prayers ſhall not be loſt. So much alſo | 
for that < | 
The laſt caſe is, How ſhall a man know whe-' 
ther his Praycr be heard or not ? | 
For anſwer tothis wee will give you this one 


| 
rule, (andthar is as farre as wee can goe). Thar 


' thoſe prayers that are made by the afliftance of | 


Gods holy Spirit, it iscertainc, they arc alwayes 
heard : it you inde that at any time, you need | 
make no queſtion, but that God hearcs it, and | 
will doe the thing, obſerving the Cautions that | 
wee have given you heretofore, that is, for the 

| meanes, 


CEE 
"2 


The toonrdah ans 


| 


EE wy, 


| for it cannathe; but thatwhentheheant i is —_— 
| ans by Go.» -_ -owne Spirit,anad the pr 
boly. deftres, the Lined abs 

(Yiger That place isclearefor ons aire 
Hee knowes the meaning of the Spirit © that is, he fo 
knowes it, thathee heark 'toir, thathee al- 
{ wayes acceptscof ir; :> and ierebdre; 

comeinſuch acaſejaranyri 
ace inlarged ina ſpeciall manger: 
when your beartsare infatged'in aſpeciall man- 
ner,and thatywichholy ; certainely, then 
Go » meanes tOgrant out requeſts : heewoulkd 
not ſend his Spiritrobe'ian-imrerceſior in-your 
hearts,if hee did normeane tadocit :for,onthe 
contrary, hewitbholds bis fpirighegives us nor 
that inlargement of heart. Only'this-diftintion 
muſt be carcfullyremembred; you maybe ſome- 
time very earneft, (the parentmay bevery ear. 
neſt for his child.as D avid was for his;and nw 
foroughtwe ſee, was carneft| ro-have) 
the Land of Caraan, they were things'that” ahoy 
deſired) and:yetthatmay be an: ionofna- 
emall defires.Inwhichcafe atnan may beevery 
earneſt; and yet he cannot build. upon it, ro-{ay, 
myheartis much inlarged' in prayer, faenpillers- 

fort ſhall becheard:-: 


Marke, Ifay, 


5 


[ ——— manger, the time, and the meaſure | 


whenyou | 
authtarts! | 


| 


When God 
will granc our 
prayers, and : 
| / not. ' 


Not 
| 


ts TEES 


-Butobſerve this, when the heart i is inlarged 
with holydefires,and that in a ſpeciall manner, 
Gmewharmorethan ordinary, as thar,you: 

|:ttistheworke of the fpiritof Gav, quickning 
your heart, opening it wide + —_— - 
iolar- 


and| * 


What kinde of 
inlargemoat 
of heart ar- 
gues that our 
mes, arc 

c 


| 


” 
——_— 
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Is ( antion. 
Thartthe per- 
ſon beright. 


+ waa 


muſt have 
Chriſt, before 
hee have ary |, 


thing clic, 


— 


3 [i 
The general! | 
Covenant is | 
before the 


particular. 


 caſe;build upon ir,for you may be fure your prai-| 


- VV hatthequalification is that is required in our 


| conditions are required, that itzuay becactep- 
table. Ef : 22190P91 110 118124 & C's 


{ini Ho thatwe muſt firſt havehing, |»: 
| **Andtbetides, the gencrall Covenant muſt goe 


{you can havothe particular branchesof it; &ther- 
- | {Starmanmuſt bewithin the covenithisperſon 


inlarging it, and ſharpening grace and holinefſe 
in you, inthoſe requeſts you putup toGed in this 


ers are heard \from that ground wee*eVer tow 
gave you, Hee knowes the weaning of #he ſpirit. So 
much ſhall ferve forthoſe Caſes of Conſcience 
inthis ſpirituall duty of calling upon God: 

+ /Nowthe laſt thing we propounded was this : 


prayers : for ſince we have ſaid ſo much'of pray-! 


er, it is:anecefſaty thing that wee know what 


- And the firſt(yewili commend toyouy hich 
i5:the ground,and firſtinorder beforcal the reſt) 
is, that the perſon be right The prayer of the righteous 
deth prevailemuch/Tamery 16 ol 

Thegroundot its this; aman muſt firſthave| 
Chriſt beforc hecanhave aty thing elſe, He harh 
given ts all things elfe with:Chrift 5-If wee have all 
thingselſe;thvehavenotbim,itisnothing: 4/! 
hifpromifes (youknow) areiyea and cwbbik itis 


= % 


# 


before the particular: forthe ground of all praicr 
is thisortbat-particularpromiſe;buryou moſt 
firſt be within the Covenarir,yoirmuſt firſthave 
the general Covenant belonging to'you, before 


muſtbe firſt-rigltcous;before he be accepted: 8 


rherfore letnone.deceive himfſelfe in this caſe,to 
T thinke 
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thinke thus with himfelte, he hopes bis hearr is 
ſincere, and his pron right, and his endsare 
ood; for thoughall chisweretrue, yet if his per- 
on be not right, G o » regards it not. You know 
the blood of a ſheepe, and the blood of a ſwine, 
they are both alike, it may beethe blood of the 
fine is better than the other, yet the blood of 
the ſwine was not tobe offered , becauſe it was 
the bleed ofa ſwine.Soin this-caſe,the prajer of 
an untegenerate man may beas well framed, for 
thepetirions,for every thing that is requiredim- 
mediately roa praier;butthe heart from whence 
it comes, the perſon; from whence it proceeds, 
that is it that makes thedifference:let this there- 
fore be chiefly o>ſerved,thar the perſon be righr. 
And therefore you ſhall finde, Pſal. 4, 3. David 
makes that the ground, why his prayers ſhould 
be heard : ſaith he, Beyee ſure that God hath choſen 
| for himſelfe the godly man 5 And when I call upon him 
1 ſhall be heard. For that is the ground that hee 
rakes to himſelfe,why he ſhall be heard,becauſe 
God hath choſen to bimſelfe the godly man. As 
if he ſhould ſay, Il am of the number of the godly, 
and therfore you that are my enemies,and think 
to prevaile againſt me,[ feare you nor,for I pray 
toa Ged that will defend me; lama godly man, 
and upon that ground I beleeve that my prayer 
is heard. Beloved, otherwiſe though wee pray, 
and pray hard, yet our finnes cry lowder than 
our prayers, they cry downe our prayers, they 
makea greater noiſc than they; for the noiſe that 
our ſinnes make is like the noy{e ofa Thunder, 
H 
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| whentbenoiſc ofout praiers is but likerbe cracx- 
ling of thornes, which cannot bebcard'forthe 
noiſe that ſfinne makes inthe cares of the Lord. 
Thus it is,in this caſe, yhenwe come before Grd 


in.our {ins, when a man comes into his preſence 
in his unregeneracy. 

Bur this is not all,for certaine it is,a man that 
iswithin the Covenant, may. have a particular 
ſinne, (as you heard heretofore) that may inter- 
cept his praiers,and that mayhinder thebleſking: 
ſo that, that finne muſt be removed, 'tetore his 
prayers can be heard. Ir is true, The Sorne abides 
1n the houſe far ever, but yet the ſon may commit 
ſuch an offence, that his father may uſe him as a 
ſervant, hee may deny his requeſts, and refuſe 
them, when bee comes to ſecke anything at his} 
hands; And therefore, there muſt be a particular 
reconciliation,a particular repentance,that ſinne| 
muſt be temoved, and done away, that ſtands in 
theway, This was the method theSaints alwaies |. 
have keptiiacallingupon God; Secit in Daxie!,! 
ad Ezra, Mloftliem, for the moſtpart; when 
they make any compleat prayer,we ſec,ſtill they 
begin with humNiation, and confeflion of fins. 
And thercaſonofitis, thattbeir perſons might 
bececleareandinnocent;that choſe-ſinnes might 
be removed, which would ſtand in their way; | 
ang this likewiſe is a ground-of that 1 Tim. 2.8, 
faith the Apoſtle there, 7 will; thar prayer bee 


.: | ade in allplaces, that you lift-up pure: hand without 


wrath aud: donbting : The meaning is this, not 
onely that a man bee within the Covenant, bne 
Ps that 
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that he be cleanſed from al]l-particular fins, that 
| might cleave to him, and hang vpon him, As 
for examplegyben trhouwouldelt be accepred of 
God, if there doe any particular {in bang on thee, 
that muft bee removed by renewing thy repen- 
tance, And beſides that, ſeewhat the Scripture 
' takes notice of , whena:man:comes to pray, his 


theproud) his heart muſt be brougheroan-bum- 
blediſpoſition;likewiſe it muſt be clenſed from 
| wrath, bee muſt /ift up pure hands without wrath , 
which isoftrequired; Mat.5.Leave thine offering, 
and goe and make 95K thy brother, SO likewite 


red, except we be thankfull for mercies recei- 
| ved. The like wee may ſayot every particular 
' finne , wee muſtbecarefulltocleanſe our ſelves 
from all finfull luſts;ahd corrupt affe&ions, that 
they bave nor dominion in our hearts; but rhar 
we lift up pure hearts, and innocent hands. And 
this:is'the firſtrhing thar- is-requited., that the | 
perfon be right; that is, notonely that hee bee. | 
| within theCovenanr,but likewiſe that thoſe par-! 
| ticular ſinnes be removed; thatmay be an impe- | 
dimenrtohis prayers. Þ7 1; 9511 


pure hands without wrath anddewbting. You know 
that in Zames, Let him that wanteth wiſedome aske of 
God, let bins as ke-in faith; and maver; not. {So that 
though praver bethe key roopen God; tredfures, 
yet faith is the hand that rurnes the keygyithour 


which it will doc nogood.. | 


heart muſtbe cleanſed from pride (for['God reſpfts | 


from unthanketulnefſe , our prayers are not ac-. 
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2 
From wrath! : 
Mat. 5, 23,24. | 
3 


From un- 


thanklulneffe. | 


2 Requifire or 

coneition is } 
faith. 
Jomea 1, 5,6, | 


S1mwiles f 
7 i 
_ 


Now | 


. 
| | 


we | 


— 


1 Why the Lord 
1 requires faith 
| in Fo 
, 


2 


lamns 1.6, 


A twofold 
faick required 
iQ our prayers, 
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one ſake, he ſhould not otherwite he acknow- 
ledged, if you did nottruſt bim,when you come 
toſeeke him, if you didnotreft upon him. Be- 
ſides he ſhould loſe his glory; for in thiswe glo- 
rify him whenwe truſt him, and weediſhonour 
him when we diſtruſt him ; when wee come and 


honourhim, 

Beſides, in regard of us he requires faith, and 
will not heare us without it ; becauſe, as it is 
James 1. 6.,i,nthe ſame place, where faith is re- 


p_ there is goodreaſon why it is required , 


| for ſaith the Apoſtle there, He thas beleeves nor,or 
the that wavers, hee ts like awaveof the Sea: that is, 


ſometimes in his prayer hee is very carneſt, as a 
wave that ſivels high ; ſometimes againe he will 
benothing atall: yea,ſaith the Apoſtle, heis not 
only uneven in the buſines of prayer, ſometimes 
earneſt and forward, and ſomerimes giving over 
again,offand on,burtſucha man'is unſtable in al 
his wayes; for he thattraſts in Ged,will be care- 
full, not in prayer only,but to keep all his waies 
right; but he that trutts him not,wavers in ever 
thing : he is (it may be)diligent inpraier,he wil 
looketo his wayes for a time buthe reſts yotup- 
on Ged, he reſts upon other things, Hee ts like 4 
wave, heis not conſtant:and therefore faith is re- 
quired. Now when ſay faith is required, know 
this,that therc is adouble faith required : 

The one is a faith in the providence of God, the 
other is a faith in hispromiſe. 


Now the Lord requires faith, partly, forhis | 


| | ſeeke to him, and doe not reſt upon him,we dil. 


Firſt, | 


f 
| 
| 
l 
1 
[ 


——— — 


PI 
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hs 


| eruſts ip the God of 1acob,&c. who madeheayen,; and 


{ Lord, ſaith ſhe, Hee hath beene inthe grave foure 


thing of much moment, and we are aptto fo 
it.) Weſec itcleerely,P ſal.246. BleſSed is be 


earth, and the ſea, who keopes covenant, and mercy for 
ever: you ſce faith there required in the provi- 
dence,He made heaven and earth,the ſea; he isfuch 
a-God wha is able to bring great things topaſle, 
for he rhade heaven and earth :and is ho not able 
to doe any thing beſides > 

Secondly,there muſt be a faith in his promiſes, 


which-is expreſſed inthe next words, He keeperh 
Covenant for ever, SOlikewiſe tocxprefſe the de- 
fect of it : You ſeewhen Martha and Mary came 
to Chrift toraiſe Lazarm, they beleeved he was 
ready enough to-doe it ( there was faith mbis 
willingneſſc)bur rhey wanted fairh in his provi- 
dence , for Martha-cotnes tohim;and:telis hitn, 


dayes ,, as if ſhe had ſaid, furely now it catnot be 
done, if thou badft-come ſooner, itmight have 


et F:ithin Gods 
at ; pt evidence. 
| 'Pijal, I 46, $ 26+ 


Againe, as here faith-ir- the providence was 
wanting . ſo we ſcc, in the Leper,therewas-faith 
in the,providence (it may be,the.cithet was wan- 
ting, but that is notexpreſſed, it is more proba-. 
blehee had both) Lord, if thou wilt, thou' canft 
make merhele : Here was ancvidence of faith in 
the providence, he acknowledgeth his power,zf 
| thou wilt... thou .canſt make” me whole 5but becauſe 


——— tt 


chrif# did fulfill his deſire, it is is likely hee had 


been brought to paſſe:ſo ſhe beleeved hum to be | | 
willing,but therewanted faith in the providenee. | 


faich | 


E — I 
- Firt, Lſay,faith in Gedrprovidence (which is a | | | 


1 


— 


S 


OO; ante oc —_—_—— 


| 


_ a 


108 


Math. J+e Fe 


Wee daubr of 
nes mare tagn 
of kis power 


| co gianc our 
F requeſls, 


How faith may 
bee ſtrengrh- 
nedin prayer, 
From Gods 
Acrribures, 


'{ which arc of 


} 
1 laſtice. 


two ſorts : 


t Abſolute, 


4 


| faith in Gods promiſe ; formenare ready to ſay, 


willing: | is whether he bewilling-orno, And therefore, if 


| yout faithmaybe'ſt 


j 


— 


faith in thepromiſe roo; fo, Iſay, there muſt be | 
a faith, firſt, in the providence ; ſecondly, there 
muſt bee a faithalſo in the promiſe of God- you 
have ground cnough-for thar, you have his ſure 


ſeeke and yee ſhallfinde, knoche and'it ſhall bee 6yened 
70 ya ; and mhatſoever you arke, if it bee according 
ro his wif; jr ſhall be done royen :SOthar isthething 
weeare chiefly to looke'ntto,” to eonfider this 


I doubt not but Ged is able; but all the queſtion 


we will haveourpraiors ftrong,and prevaſefit;we 
muſe bee'carefall ro trengrhen our fairhin hjs 
promiſe :for,as thatis ftrongyfo our prayers doe 


moment; and thereforewe will ſhew briefly how 
rehgthned,and likewiſchow 
you know it. | KW STS 354 MR0kG 
; Firft; you ſhall ftrengrhen yourfaith, if you 
confider the rawe of 'G op. Beloved, this is a 
great cauſe why wee beleeve not the promiſe of 
Ged,and his readinefle to helpe us indifficult ca- 
ſes, becauſe wee are ignorant of the Nature of 
| God, of the Attributesof God: orat {eaſt, we doc 
, hot canfiderthem; For example\(thatT may o- 
 penit;to. you a little and Thewiy6i theway of 
making uſe of the Attributes. of God,'in calling 
apon him,8 ſtrengthning ourfaith fromthem) 
canſtder, firſt, the 1uftice.of God, (Iwill give you 
examples, how the Saints haveRilftrengthried 
theirfaithfr6 Gods Attributes) Dikvid uſerh this 


| 


Argu- 


word tor it; hee bath ſaid, Arbe and you ſhalt have, | 
| 


more ptevailewith God, /It15- amatrer of much | 
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Argument, Lord,rbow art Inſt,1 am Innecent:when 
he relleth God of his Iuſtice, and withall expreſ- 
ſeth his owne Innocencie, it is a ftrong Argu- 
ment. David, you ſee, uſeth ir off, (T need notto | 
name particulars) Lord,reward me according to mine | 
1Innocencie, Fc. thou knoweſt 1 am righteous, and | 
mine enemies have done me thus and thus much 
wrong, and chow art juſt : God cannot deny this 
for itis a ſtrong Argument, that is taken from 
ſuchan Attribute. | 
Soagaine, the geodneſſe of God , Lord, thou art 
full of mercie , on the other fide, 7 am full of miſe- 
' ie; and when theſe are put fog ther, it is a great 
meanes to ſtrengthen our faith. And therefore, 
wee ſee, David often expreſſeth his owne ca- 
lamity, his diſeaſe, how hee was oppreſſed by 
enemies, and flandered, &c. and Gods mercie, 


(thar is the ground ot it) God « full of compaſſion: 
asif he ſhould ſay, thou art full of goodnefſe, and 
' lam in calamity, and miſerie, at this time : and 
| that was an Argument whereby he ſtrengrhened 


; his faith. | 

So againe, another Attribute of God is , his 
| glory: whenwe make the Argument thus, Lord, 
, thou haſt aneye to thy glory, and I aime at thy 
| glory : In ſuch a requeſt, it1s a ſtrong prevailing 


| Argument with him, You know, Asſes preval- | 
| led with him, when he ſought the ſaving of the | 


; whole people of 1ſrael, Lord, ſaith he, thy name 
| will be polluted zwhat will the Heathen ſay? And fince 
' I aime at thy gloryin it, deny me nor. And like- 
| wiſe Ezekias, and David, they uſe the ſame Ar- 


—— 


—— 


2, Mercy» 


34 Glory» 


a 
<= 


—— 
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4 Power. 


—_ 


2 Chron. 14411. 


3 Cbr04.20;. 12, 


s Vnchange- * 


| ablencflc, 


gument to G od, ſhall the duſt praiſe thee > ſhall any 


| glory be given tothee in the grave 2 ſhall wee be 


able to doe any thing for thy honour , when wee 
are dead > So that the Arguments that are taken 
from Gods glory,and our aime at his glory, is ano- 
ther meancs to ftrengthen our faith, 

Moreover, the power of G © p , that isanother 
Attribute, whereby wee may conceive the ſame 
Argument, (as I faid before, ) when wee goe to 
God, and expreſſe our weakeneſle, and his powor, 
Lord, we are weake, we are able to doc nothing ; 
Loyd, thou art Almighty,thou mad'ſt heaven and 
carth , it isa ſtrong argument to prevaile with 
him. So, we ſee, Aſa prevailed with God, 2 Chr. 
14. Oh Lord, faith he, it & all one with thee ro helpe 
with many, or few, and we reſt upon thee : as ifhe 
ſhould ſay; We are exceeding tew,we are excee- 
ding weake, we are able to doc nothing, but thou 
art able to do it, with a few,as well as with a great 
multitude; there he puts them together, And the 
like we have of /choſaphat,Lord,we have no flrength 


to ſtand before our enemies, bus onr eyes are tothee : 


As it he ſhould ſay,thou haſt ftrength and power 
enough, thouartable to doe it, though we are un- 
able. This is another Argument taken fromche 
power of God. 

Againe, the anchangeableneſſeof God. When 
one comes to the Lord, and-ſhall fay co him, 
Loyd, thou haſt done thus and thus in former 
times for thy ſervants, Zord, thou haſt done thus 
and thus for me,in anothercaſe and thou art un- 
changeadle,thou art the ſame God: this is a great 

| meanes 


—— — 


—_—___ 
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meanes to ſtrengthen our faith. As you know, 
it 15 in your Law-ſuits, when you have a preſi- 
dent, it addes ſtrength tothe cauſe, ſo when wee 
bave gromguens for this, it willadde ſtrength to 
us,aud that ſtrength is taken fromGods unchange- 
ableneſſe : if we pur them together, Lord, thou 
art unchangcable, Lord,thou haſt done it to other 
men in the like caſe , thou haſt done it tome alſo 
inthe likecaſe : Iris a ſtrong Argument, andan 
Argumentthat David uſeth ; you ce how hee is 
ſtayedup byir,Pſal.22.4. Lord,our fathers truſted | 
in thee, and were delivered, they iyuſtedin thee, and 
were n0t confounded. As it he ſhould ſay, Lerd,thou 
art unchangeable,thou heardeſt them-in the ſame 
caſe when they truſted inthee;now, it is my caſe, 
and therefore I beſeech thee to he]lpe mce in my 
diſtrefle. : 


Eimles 


P/al. 23, 4s 


Againe, the f#izbfulneſſe of Ged, the fidelity of | 
God; that is another of his Attributes: and when 
wee make our Argument thus, Lord , thou art 
faithſull, and I truſt in thee ; it is a qulng, ga 
ment, for you know, it is an Argument that pre- 
vailes much with menza man 1s ready to ſay, hee 
truſts me, I muſt not deceive him:Much more the 
Loxv kcepes Covenant, and mercy for ever. 
When wee come,and uſe this to him, Lord, thou 
art faithſull, thou haſt ſaid, thou wiltkeepe Co- 
venant end mercy for ever, thou canſt nor doe 0- 


| therwile, it is thy nature, thou canſt notdeny thy 
| ſelfe,and I reſt on thee, I depend on thee, in ſuch 
| a caſe, it cannot bee the Lord ſhould taile us: 


6 Fairhſub 
agile, 


LI 


; It a man will not faile one that truſts in him, 
certainely 


——_—__ 
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| » Relative, 


T7 


| Arguments in 
prayer ſtreng- 
thea our faith, 


certainely the Lord will fot,-and tliatis an Argu- 
mentthat is uſed ofc, thou never faileſt them thar 
truſtthee. Fo 544 
Then, beſides the abſolute Attributes of God, 
conſider his relative Attribures;he is a Father,and 
a Maſter: It is a ftr-ng Argument that is taken 
from theſe. If we goe tothe Lord, and lay, Zord, 


| thou art a Father, thou art a Maſtcr, thou art an 


husband z Whirher ſhould the children goe, bar 
to their father? VV hither ſhould the wife goc,but 
co her Husband > VVhither ſhould the (ervanrs 
goe, bur to their Maſter, to their Lord? Loyd, 
thou haſt commanded us to provide for our 
owne, 2nd He «7 worſe than an Infidell that provides 
net for bis owne : Lord, we belong to thee, wee arc 
thine. We ſee, Deviduſeth this Argumeny, that 
God had made him. You haveirt oft inthe Pſalmes, 
that God had made him, not onely his Creature, 
but had made him againe, hee was his ſervant, 
1 am thy ſervant : hee uſeth oft rhis Relative, 
that G o v was his G © v, and thathe was G op + 
ſervant , one that did belong'to him, and that 
did depend upon him. And furely (my Beloved) 
dependance,and feeking to God, is a great meanes 
ro winne him to us. VWhen wee ſee another de- 
pend upon us, and lookes after no body elſe, that 
15an cfte&ua)l motive with men : the fame is as 
prevalent with God; and rherfore may ſtrengrhen 
our faith. Now, when I ſay theſe Arguments 
prevaile with G ov, the meaning is indeed, that 
they prevaile with us, they ſtrengthen our faith, 
they enable us tobelceve, that G oÞ is ready to 


helpe 


a- 


+ © <—— 
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h us, and when wee beleeve ir, and cruſt up- 
| +on bim, then, indeed Go n is ready to ſecond 
© | it; becauſe thenweeare prepared, weecanthen 

t up ous deſires ia the Ws nar rs z other- 
wiſe they are put upwith doubting , and that | 
makes them unacceptable to Gov, anduneffe- 
uall. And, now as I have ſhewed you the way, 
ſo likewiſe in a word, we will ſhew you whenwe 
doe pray in faith (for that is a thing thatis very 
uſefy!l)you ſhall kgow it by this (for I adde that 
becauſe I ſce the Scriptures requires ir,as ſucha 
maine condition,without which a man canot be 
accepted, Bee it done to thee according to thy faith , 
it is wage! Gaines inculcated) you ſhallknow it, I 
lay,by the quictnefſe of your your fe- 
carity, Vhena mancalls upon'Goop, and his 
mind is quiet in it, iti a figne that he beleeves, | ,\ 
and truſts in him, it is a prayer of faith. Heanneh, 
you knor, in. that caſe, lwbed ne more ſud, be- 
cauſe ſherruſtes in God, thee beleeved the thing 
ſhould be done and refted therein: and therfore | 
if you finde ſolicitude and perplexity in your 
mind,it is a figne that your praicrs want ſo much 
faith, for if you did reſt upon God, you would be 
quiet, and-ſecure in him. 
Secondly, if you doe belceve;you will conti- 
nuc in prayer. You know, it wasan argument of 
the faith of the woman of Ca#s4r,that ſhe conti- 
nued,that ſhe would take nodeniall;thoughthe 
Lord did not grant her requeſt, but put her off, yer 
ſhe held out; %whart was the reaſon of it>becauſe 
| ſhebelceved that hewas mY ſon of David. thathe 


was 


a —_——_—_—__—_—.. 


Ce 


ET. 


"5: 


- = l . 


—_ 


A en. nd a4. Ah AS a4 Ba © ie, Sun Gant A 


The SabnisdailyBxeteiſe. 


— 
j n 
- - 


Ss 5011s , 


Eſay 2b. 


Diligence in 
the uſe of the 
MCranes, 


was mercifull,” and that hee would heare in the 
£nd,-.\Se that continuance inptayer isan argu4 
ment wedoe beleeve the Lord, As'a man ane, 
leeves, ſuch amar is within the houſe whom he 
defites to fpeake with,is content towait long for 
him : Or he, that hatha ſuir, and knowes thathe 


| | hall baveanendofitat ſuch arime, he will ne- 


vergiveover till it bee effeted:* Soir is in this 
caſe,ifwe beleeve,ye will be content tro wait, fe 
that beleeves will not make hafte becauſe hee traſts 
inG ov, and depends iponifim. 


| teous, and within the'Covtnant ; ſeebndfy that 


» NGA _ : op WW TTTETY, 
- this fairkris wrda bi wh this provigence,. 


Laſtly adiligent uſe of thoſe meants that God 
hath preſcribed; and no other, is a great arg 
ment that our prayers with faith. And thus we 
have: ſhewed you! th&tws _ rharkre Yequi- 
red inprayet ; firſt;thatthepetionmulſt begigh- 


there-tmuſt bee a bel&ving iti Gps as alfa how 


-and'in-his pf | | {6 Yeh O'S 
+: \weſhall know;wHet ings 07 
| = 


dy at 2 T*q | 
- . 
1 ' i 
"FF | 
2 
Or TR EIITITENE 
. = "p dy | 
; V Fit 'T 3$&; 4 Yi v3. $+ £1) ? F? of & At 


NE  oro—_— _—_—_ OE _= = 


"_ WS... WY ERIE POGY, 
| 1 *zk wan nr] = IMKETELS 


ty 


= 
- 
_y 
. 
CE ———_ ——_————_——_ 


EC ei ee ted eee et DA dd OO D__Trz=_ 


a Y' i wy | 4 , 
ACAME> OC Nd, 


g \\ > AE 

CREE OECD CONC 
OD ASM... 
ALES 


4\ 
A-- 


» XI. AQ, A 
O19 WR) N9et 


I Tun s3. 5.17. 
Pray continually. 


& HE next condition required -in 
prayer is fervency ; you know the 
a place, The pony the righteous 4- 

D waileth much, if it bee fervent, The 
Lordrequires this qualification in 


and fpirituall diſpoſition : for it is not fimply 


prayer, becauſe ir puts the heart into a holy | 


| Jo Condizion | 
required in 
prayer is fer» 
| YEncy, 

lanai Fil s, 


What Ged r6- 


the making of the requeſt, that god lookes forat 


by praier,ſuch a bringing of the toa good frame 
of grace, by that duty, that thereby we are more 
'S 


/ | quires in pray- 
our hands, but ſucha working uponour hearts}! 


fitted 


— 


mn 
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Sine, 


{ fitted to receivethe mercy, that before wewere 
| the wheeles of his ſoul the right way,it puts the 
| temper; ſo that the Tord ſces it tow firto beſtow 


requires continuance in prayer, and fervency in 


not. When a man is fervent in prayer,irlets all 


heart intoa boly and ſpirituall diſpofition and 
mercy upon ſuch a man,that before was.unfir,by 
reaſon of his untowardneſle, and ſtubborneſſe of 
heart,by reaſon of that uncleane and unholy dif- 
poſition, that he ſaw in him. And therefore bee 
wil have prayer fervent,not ſo much becauſerhe 
very fervency of prayevirt ſelfe is reſpeed, but 
becauſe by vertue of that fervency the heart is 
made better : when aman comes to God with a 
requeſt, like the requeſt ofthe patientto thePhy- 
fictap,it may be the Phyficiandenies long,when 
the Patient askes things thatare pleaſant and a- 
greeable to him, not becauſe he 1s unwilling to 
give thE, but becauſe his body muſt be brought 
into another temper, he muſt take a vomit, ora 
rgewhich perhaps is grievous to the Patienr, 
be this muſt be done before he be fitto receive 
ſuch cordials : ſo the Lord deales wirh his ſer- 
vants,though he be willing to beſtow ſuch-mer- | 
cies on them, yet, becauſc they are not fitted, he 


it. Therefore, we ſay, in prayer all the graces of 
Gods Spiritare ſet onwork,and the more fervent 
the prayer is, the more they are intended, the 
morethey areaGed,the more they are increaſed; 
and therefore the Lord is moved by this ferven- 
cy, to beftow a mercy on us, that otherwiſe hee 


would not doe. 
| But] 


—— 


DO 
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Butnow all the queſtion, is} what.this ferven- 
CY1S? $1.56 *; | 
You ſhall find it uſually expreſſed in theScri 
tures by ſuch metaphors as.theſe, Tyne. » 
Lord, wreftling with the Lord, firiving with him, 
and giving him noreſt : wherein theſe two things 
are tobemarked : 
 Firſt;aman is ſaidthento be fervent, when he 
puts alt his ſtrength to prayer, when hes very 
earneſt, and importunate with the:Lord, when 
hee ſtrives and contends with him, though hee 
finde many difficulties,and impediments,yet he 
breakes throughall;this is to befervent in pray- 
er,to be importunate with the Lord. For exam- 
ple, when a mancomes to pray, hee findes many 
diſcouragements,and himſc (perhaps) guilty 
of many finnes, yea, he findes little holinefſe, he 
hath but feeble Lirh tohis own ſenſe, and much 
deadnefle of ſpirit, yethe continues inſtant not- 
withſtanding ; nay, further hee doth not onely 
finde theſe impediments in himſelfe, but bee 
finds the Lordexcceding backward tothe thing, 
cither giving no anſwer, turning the deafe eare 
to him, or (1t may be) giving a contrary anſiver, | 
as tothe woman of Cavaen.Buttogiveyoua par- 
ticular example: when a man comes to pray for 
health, it may be his {icknes increaſeth ups him 
more;when he prayes toovercome ſuch a luſt or | 
 temipration, it may be, it is doubled upon him ;| 
when hee prayes for ſuchadeliverance, it may| 
be, the oppreſſion growes more and more ; as it 


I 3 liverance 


was with the 1ſreelites,when they ſought for de- | 


Queſt. 


A n/1 w, 
When a man 
is ſaid to bee 
feryeanr, 


T 
When we pur 
co all our 
Wes ro 


w 
difliculrics, 


MA. 15. 
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| when we are | but continuall knocking,whena man is not only 


Cautions &- 


bout ferrency, [TEQuires. But here twaCautions muſt be remem- 


df 
That it bee 


fruix of faith. ; 
""Sizile, | that comes not from faith, but from a natural! 


liveranceoutof Ayypt.the oppreſſion rea- 
| ter : now to holdout A» x Th cr 
| to continue in prater,and to outwraſtle God in it, 
th he ſceme backward tothe requeſt, this 
is to be feryent in prayer. | 
| Secondly,fervency is not onely loud praying, | 


importunate with the Zord, but bee continues 
long, hee will not give over, till he have got the 
bleſſing. You know,Zaress fervency was ſcenc in 
that,that he continued all night, Hewreſtled with 
the Lord,VV hat was the reaſon that he wreſtled 2 
Hee would not let him goe, till hee had gat the bleſſng, | 
till he had obtained the thing he ſought for, Sol 
ſay,this carneſtnefle,&continuance 1n praicr;the_ 
breaking thorowalldifficultics,this is towreſtle 
with the Zord:forall wreſtling and ſtriving(you 
know) ſuppoſethſome oppalition on the other | 
part. Indeed,if there werc no oppolition, it were | 
a ſmall rhing ; but, I ſay, when the Lord is moſt 
backward, when the thing is moſt improbable, | 
when there is much difficulty, fo that you knoiy | 
not how it ſhould be brought topaſle, yet if you | 
continue ſtriving, and give the Lord noreſt, as | 
though you would never give over; this is ferven- | 


cy in prayerand thisis acondition that the Lord | 


bred, that we miſtake not this fervency : 


Firſt (remember) fervency, if itbe right, it 
a [muſtbea fruit of faith: for there is a fervency | 


ſenſe of want, whena man is indeed as aſivine 
that - 


we. 


chat is pinched, which, you knowill cry excee- 
ding loud,not becauſe ic lookes for help,but be- 
cauſe it is pinched:fo any other creature,ora mi 
naturally will uſe importunity,when hewants a- 
ay thing,and will be carneſt in his requeſts; ſuch 
fervency theLord regards not,becaulſe there is no 
more but a meere expreſſion of naturall defires, 
there is no holinefle in it, there is nofire of the 
Spirit, but when this is added to it,that there is 
not onely a ſenſe of the thing wee want, but alſo 
ahope of mercy,a ground to belceve that I ſhall 
have the thing granted, and outofthis ground I 
am earneſt and 1mportunate;znow earneſtneſle is 
a fruit of faith. , When Ieſus Chriſt lived upon 
carth,when men came and cryed carneftly unto 
him, and were exceeding importunateg'ſome to 
| bee healed of their diſeaſes, fomets have devils 
caſt our,&c. we ſee his anſwer was ſtill tothem, 

Be it tothee (how? )- nor according totheir ing- 
portunity and fervency, but according to their 
faith : as if hee ſhould ſay, I heed nor, I regard 
not all this clamour and carneſtnefle, if they bee 
onely exprefſions of ſuch wants, if they be onely 
inthe ſenſe of ſuch need, and no more, bur if 
they proceed from faith, and that faith ſet you 

on worke to call upon mee, Bee it unto thee accor- 
ding to that. For indeed, theſe two things make 
up fervency in prayer; ſenſe of nerd, and hope of 
mercy, whena manhath faith and hope to in- 

creaſe his fervency, and it ariſeth from thar 

ground, as well as out of the other ( notthat I 


exclude the other, for it 1 - a very great helpe,and 
4 


that 


On nn — 


| 
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That it bee 


. . 
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fincerity. 


Note. 


|— 12.0 
Simie. 


LH 
F, (ant ion. 


mingled with 


| | body more inthe world, that hee may have out- 


thatwhich puts ſtickes on the fire (as it were)to 
make our fervency the more) I ſay,trom ſenſe of | 
our need, when we conſider ſeriouſly what want! 
wee have, and then adde this hope, and faith ,} 
when theſe two ſhall ſet you an worke, this fer. 
vency is a fruitof faith. And rhis is one caution 
that muſt be remembred. 

Another Caution is this, that your fervency 
be joyned with ſincerity ; for a man may be fer- 
vent to-obtaine ſuch and ſuch bleſſings, as hee 
may begat G ov s hand very earneſtly, he may 
aske credir,he may aske tohave guidance in ſuch 
a buſineſle, he may askewiſdome tobring ſuch 
an enterpriſe to paſſe, hee may aske health, and 
continuance of life, but to what end? if it be that 
he may beſtow it upon his luſts, if it be that hee 
may live more deliciouſly, that he may be ſome 


ward conveniencies, ſuch as his fleſh deſires, if 
this bee all, herethis fervency is not regarded , 
not that theſe things are excluded, for the Lord 
gives us leave to ſeeke our owne comforts, and 
you may be earneſt, and importunate, even for 


the comfort it ſelfe, but yet all theſe if they be 
not capable ofa further uſe, if that be not inten- 
ded, but the abuſe of them, and an intent to uſe 
them another way, the L o x Þ heeds it not, itis | 
no true fervency. And therefore in Rom. 12.11, | 
it is theexhortation of the Apoſtle, Be fervent in 
ſpirit, ſerving the Lord; whenwe many times (it 
may bee) are ferventin ſpirit, ſerving our ſelves, 
wearc fervent toaske ſuch and ſuch ah me” | 
© 


CT — 


- 


of ends of our owne, as when a mandefires able 


| 


| 
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gifts, high gifts, to get glory, and tO get wealth 


ro himielfe,and not to ſerve his Maſter,this is to 


askethe talenr,not for his maſters uſe,but for his 
owne ; doe you thinke the Lord will heare ſuch 
prayers? can you expect it athis hands > You 
ſhall ſee the contrary practice in the Saints, 
when they were cameſt with the Lord for any 
thing, ſtill rhey exprefle that to him, and ſay, 
L on v, wedefire not this for our ſelves, but for 
thy glory, that we may uſe it for ſome good pur- 
poſe, &c. David, when hee was earneſt fo; life, 
when he was in ſicknefſe, and doubted of his re- 
covery, what argument doth he uſe > Lord, ſaith 


hee, Shalt thou have glory in the grave ? As it hee 


ſhould ſay,if thoy give me life, [ will giveit thee 
againe, I will improve it, and husband it to thy 
advantage, and not to mine owne. And ſo Has. 
vah,when ſhe was carneſt for a ſonne, ſhe makes 
this promiſe tothe Lord,that he ſhall be for him 
and his advantage,ſhe would dedicate himto his 
uſe, and conſecrate him tohis ſervice. So 7acob, 
when hee was earneſt with the Lord togive him 
meat, drinke,and cloathes,8&c. L o x v, ſaith he, 
If thou doe, I mill givethe tenth part to thee againe, 
I ſay, when the heart is thus diſpoſed inour fer- 
vency, in our importunity, when wee askeany 


thing at the Lords hands,that our cenſciencetels | 


us within, that if wee had it, wee would beſtow 
ituponthe L o xv, wee would not abuſe it, wee 
would not ſpend iton our luſts, it ſhould not be 


to ſerveour ſelves, but to ſervethe Loxv _ 
811, 


1 


IT 


What Argu- 
ment the _ 

Saints have u- 

ſedintheir 
prayers 


| Lay. 66, x; 
q 


| Reaſon why 

humility is re- 

{ quired inprai- 
or. 


WS | 
| GodexalQ 
ſuch, 


Gen, 33. 


| ſpiric - when the Lord lookes u 


all, rhen our fervency is rightly ordered. 

The next condition required, is humility; as 
Iames 4. The Lord gives grace to the bumble: And 
2 Chron. 7. 14. If my people humble chemſelyes, and 
call upon my name, then will I heare in heaven, and 
grant their requeſts, And throughout the Serip- 
ture,you ſee, that this is a condition that theLord/ 

uts in every where; Hee hath reſpe8 co the low e- 
Fare.Ija .66:2, ſaith the Lord, All cheſe things have 
my hands made,Jooking upon all the creatures,the 
whole frame of them, they areall good, and I 
havereſpe& untorthem ; bur, ſaith he, I regard 
not all theſe in compariſon of an humble heart, 
To him will 1 looke that is of an humble and contrite 
our prayers, if 
they come not from a broken heart, they want 
that condition that he looks for: for he gives grace 
tothe humble , that is, to ſuch a man as 1s little in 
his owne eyes,and therefore fit tobe exalted, fit 
to receive a mercy at Gods hands. 

You know, it is a rule thatthe Lord keeps; for 
ſuch as are humble and low, fuch heexalts; and 
thoſe that exalt themſelves be puls downe. Now 
when a man is little in his owne eyes, that par- 
 vity, that ſenſe of his owne unworthinefle is a 
prevatling argument with him, and therefore 
Gen. 32, Tacob uſeth that Argument, when hee 
comes to put uphis petition, to bee delivered 
from Eſau: Lord,7 amsleffe than all thymercies : that 
is, take any one of thy mercies, the lcaſt,and pur 
in one end ef the balance, & put me inthe 6 as 
and I am lefle than it,and lighter than ir, rake - 
the 


— 


| 
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the worth that is in-me, it 15 not heavy enough 
for the leaſt mercy. Now, when. hee was. thus 
humbled, and little, and vile inhis owne eyes, 
the Lord beſtowed that merey on him, . hee was 
now fit torecciveit, So David, whenthe Lord 
ſends him word by Nathan, that he would build 
him a houſe for ever ( you ſee how heeexpreſſed 


ſate before him, and ſaid, Lord, what am 1, and what 
i my fathers houſe? As if hee ſhould1ay,L was ta- 
ken out of the duſt, I was one of the meaneſt men 
of Iſrael, and a manof noaccount, of no worth, 
and yet thou baſthad reſpe& unto me thus farre, 
not onely to make me King over thy people;bur 
to build my Kingdome, and my houſe, to make 


our owne unworthineſſe, makes us\more fit to 
reccive the mercy, to bee exalted by receivin 


| 


ſuch a requeſt, as wee putup tothe Lord ;. an 
therefore hee regards the prayer of the hum- 


| ble. 
| Moreover,God gives grace to the huwble, that is, 
| he ſhewes favourto them, when they come and 


| aske any thingat his hands, becauſe an humble 


man willbe ready todoewharſocver heewill, it 


every humble manyhe is exceedingpliabletothe 
Lords will , hee is ready to doe whatſoever hee 
knowesto bee his pleaſure,hee reſiſts him in no- 
thing. Now, when a man will doe whatſoever 
Gedwill, the Lordwill be ready todoe whatſoe- 


himſelfe ) Hee went into. the houſe of the Lord, and | 


mea conſtanthouſe for ever, I ſay, this ſenſe of | 


is an expreſſion of David, in As 13.22, Hee | 413.43, | 
will doe whatſoever 1 will : that may bee ſaidof 


| ver 


—_—C_ 
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2 San. 7.18. 
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God gives 
grace toſuch, 


| 
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Note. 
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ws | 


| ver bewallz hewillte ready to {ay to him, as he 


—  ——— 


Mat, $3 :$. 


{r 1s an accep- 
table ſacrifice. 


Pal. Sl 16, 17» 
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did to the Canaanite, Oh Woman bee it to thee as 
theuwilt, When 2 man on the otherfide, reſifts 
the-Lo = » (as every man doth, faith the 
rext) the Lord refiſts himgthe Lord reſiſts the proud, 
xd givesgrace tothe humble. A reſiſting ſpirit cau- 
ſeth thc Lord toreſiſtour prayers; and therefore 
itis, that the-Lord is-ready tothe humble man, 
becauſe he yeelds ro the Lord in all things ; and 
when a man yeelds tothe Lord (take that for a 
rule)in obeying Geds Commandements,God will 
yeeld to us in-granting our petitions. 

 Befides, when the heart is humbled, and bro- 
ken, and contrite, it is an acceptable ſacrifice to 
the Lord, which winnes itat his hands the ſmells 
aſwcet ſavour from' ſuch a ſacrifice above all 0- 
ther ; yea, it is thatwhich ſets a high price upon 
every ſacrifice that weeoffer, the beſt prayers, 
the beſt workes, that proceed not from an hum- 
ble heart, he regards them not :as Pſal.5 1. Lord, 
ſairh David, if 7 offer ſacrifice, thou wilt not regard; 
it, bur che ſacrifice of a contrite, and humble ſpirit, | 
thofe thou regardeft, and thoſe ſacrifices thar | 


| whena proud manbarres him our; ſuch a ſacri- 


proceed from 1t, Whenwee come to make a pe- 
'tition to the Lord (it was the manner in the old 
| law.not to come empty-handed) a proud perſon 
| COMES EM ychanded » but an kobe Srfo 

comes with a ſacrifice,and the beſt ſacrifice; be- 

cauſe he ſacrificeth himſelfe, and his owne will, 
| That is,he empties himſelfeofhimſelfe;he opens 
' adoore to the Lord to come, and dwell in him, 


fice | 


: 


| 


hn | 
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ficethe Lord is.well pleaſed with, and ſuch a.ſa- 


crifice ſpeakes'for one,it makes a way for bis re+ 

queſts,and therefore the Loyd hearkens to it.. 
Laſtly, the Lord is ready to hearethoſe that 

are humble, becauſe whatſoever they :reccive, 


they take it as of grace,and not as debt;whereas 


a proud man, a manthat hatha pood conceitof 
himſelfe, a man that is lift up in his owne opini- 
on, thinkes it to be duc,he thinkes there is fome 
correſpondence between his workes,and the wa- 
ges. You know what.is ſaid of the Pheriſee, that 
the Publican went away juſtified rather than he, Why 
ſo 2 Becauſe the Publicex thought himſelfe wor- 
thy ofnothing. And therfore Exeh.36.31.when 
the L o n » promiſerh thoſe mercies to his 
people, he requires this condition ofthem, thae 


they ſhould acknowledge themſelves 


—_ be de- 
ffrezed. When a man hath aſenſcof his owne | 


unworthinefſe, and ſo comes, to the. Zord; and 
askes itas of meere grace and mercy, that is a 
great motive to prevailewith him: for he is very 
carefull of that. You know in Dewt; $..11x.how 
wary the Lerdwas in giving this rule ro them , 
Take heed when theu commeſs into that goad Land, 


thinke not to ſaywith thy ſelfe, the Lord hath done this, 
for my emnerighenſuſe. No, ſaith he, 1 hevener 


done it for that , but for my Covenant which 1 made 
with 4breham,tſaac and Tacob : that is, for my own 
name ſake, for my mercies ſake, for the covenant 


that I confirmed with them,that is,the covenans 

in Tefus Chriſt, therefore I have done it,and nor- 

for your own righteouſnes. Sothen you RA | 
is 


| 125 fi 
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Luls 18. 


Exgh. 36. 31 


Deur, 8.11. * 


| 


[ET 


—_— 


—_— 


—_—_— _ 


5, Condition 
required in 
prayer is, to 
ſanRike che 
Lord inour 
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| 


vhis is a conitienthe' bord willhive obſerved in 


our calling upon hifi; that onthearrs be hum- 
bled;that a man belittle, andvile inhis own cies, 


that hecomewith/abroken, and contrite heart, 
; | ptiabler hihi in'dll thitfgs, ready ro obey him; | 
* | whentheheart is ſodiſpoſed, he gives grace,that 


is, he ſhewes fayour, he is ready to grant our re- 

queſts. ON | 
The nextconditionrequired in prayer,is, that 

wee ſanBiffe the' Lord in otf hearts.” You know, 


when Nadab and Abihu drew neere unto him | 


with/ a common fire (when they, ſhould have 
breughtſuch fire as came from heaven, holy fire) 


- | the Eorddeftroyed them: and he gives this rea- | 


ſon; Foy I will beſixBified i thoſt that draw neere 10 


me. Wheh wee Corieto call apon'the auch | 


know, then wee come neereto him, and in ſuch 
drawing neete',/wee muft fartific hin in our 
hearts;thariswe'muſt conceive him to be, as he 
is, meofthaoly; Now if the Lord be moft holy,if 
he that is uncleanc,and impure,and unholy,ſhall 


-:| cone fiecre him, He ſanRrfics not the Lord God, 


(chars) Heeomesnot'to himias to a mbft holy 
God,buthelookes uponhim,zs if hewere a com- 
mo! perſon. And thertore whenſoeyer they came 
ro offer a ſaerifiee;in the old Law,they were firſt 
,parthed;;'if affy man were uncleane, and ſhould 
offer a ſacrifice , hee was to bee cut off from his 

ople. Therefore to fanRifie the Zordin our 
hearrs, isrocomewirch holy hearrs, as in 1 Tim, 


i 


2581 Iris the charge that the Apoſtle gives 


| 
| 


| 
| 
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 lifrup your 1.79 pd innocent Guphalhpes ' 
| wrath of dowbring.. . 7 | 
| Buryou will Spaybar] is ;chis bolintſſ?s 5 
Beloved, irisnoching buru ſequeſtring;or ſepa. 
| rating any thing from k common uſe and appropriatins | 
| {#:20 MTOES pa kolineffe;You knowgvhat: 
okriinehs rocthe Lord, ic the! Fempte/or: 
chorwiſe, whetlier: it) were holy:vollels, Gr | 
; holy men, as'the Prieſts, ityas ſeparated fron | 
: All other wſes,and made peculiarrobim, and-to 
his ſervioe(” Now 'the theatr ofa amaw:is-hoky 
then, when! i©ib withdrawnefromatizthinps elic; | 
As«Thaſte wife 
i60s/are beſtow 


! and peculiar tothe Lordalon;' 

paged paegurr vary roprrene rey vc 

| cduporh imy el(cy Towiren 

th bcart eo De alouly hemalbrim ad | 
nonteticxhisiveo havethe hk 


ions are intent apen hich; and bet 
hooker IRng lHhavean 


 him,and' 


eyenporeredl 
 oipoti bis lufts; 
whetero the heart 1 is W ddetl; tharhe verry 
any part oftharcon) za! affe 646 upon nyrhich 
ſtoutd bs whollythe Lowanhizuranidsanunhos 
Iy mar; hisbeavt isnothoty/iforieisnotſeque 
fired fromorhet things, and Conſecrmed eo him 

| alone forthatanly'is to betholy, 

"And avtheheart muſtbecholy; FRA the 

| prayerbeholy: When aman/prayes16the Lord 
with reſpe& untohim;.and hath aneye' upon 
bim;and nothing elſ&comesin totakeaway part 
of this dean f'by-reſpe&,andworidly; and 


| vio 
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Qaeft. 


A nſw. 
1 Holines what, 


I 
The heart 
mul} be holy; 
S1uoiles I 


= 


An unholy 
man who, 


2 
The prayer 
muſt be boly, | 
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carnall thoughts comein,and ſet you oaworkto 
pray,now theſe have a portion & intereſt in your 
prayers, they make your -_ profanc and 
common,they arenot iar tothe Lord, they | 
are unhely.So that isthe holines then in ſeeking 
the Lord, whenwe areknir, and wedded to him, 
whetrunetakes this reſolution to himſelfe, I am 
the Lords ſervant, and him will I ſerve, Iam not 
the ſervant of man,nor of anycreature, [ am maar- 
ried tothe Lord, and biswill I be alone, Lyill 
withdraw: my beart from allthings clſ{e.So like: 


+ | | wiſewhena'man prayes, ſo-that his ſoule is is+ 


| tent uporithe Lord, and. upan nothing beſides, 
when thowhols tredme ofthis affeRions arc car- 
ried to him, this is ta ſceke to him in holinefle, 
this is toſanRific the Lord incur hearts; 
. Andilaftly,if there be any conſcience of linne 
(that I findeuſed in Heb. r0, ) that is if 
there be any evill conſcicacegtaman be conſci- 
onsto himifclſeof any fin thatis unrepented of, 
ſuch a ciancannot prayythatmakes bim unholy: 
iftherebeany finfull luſt yer living in him,that 
is utmortified ia bim, which is not waſhed a- 
way, ſuch aman-is unholy ; yea!, my Beloyed:, 
the Saints themſelves, when they finne again 
64d, as you heard heretofore, they are ſuſpey- 
ded from the Covenant, though they be within 
the Covenant, yat they are ſuſpended from re- 
ceiving the benefitby it, which otherwiſe they 
mighthave: till that ſinne be waſhed away they 
are not holy. A Prieſt,or one that was holy,if he 
touched any uncleanc thing, hee radines. wo: 
lk | holy 


- 


holy,till be was wiſhed , though otherwiſe hee [| 
were holy habirnally, wholly Jediea ted ro: Goals | {+ £502 » | 
ſervice; ſoit may be with chaſe, that are within lags 
{ che Covenant, though thou bee a holy'man, yet, | | 
|ifthou touch pitch, that is,ifthy heart be pollu- 

| tedwith any ofanekinde of other,as long | 
as that remaines, thau artunholy, If thou come | 
now, and ſecke to the Lord, you know what the 
judgement was in the old law,fuch anone was to 
bee cutoff from his peaple. And therefore, you ; 
ſhall finde, thiswas the conſtant praQice of the | T1, pragicece 
Saints, when tos the Lord, for any ſpe- | boly ca in | 
ciall mercy, they began with taking paines wich | '*** Prayers. 
their owne beatts wirh bumbling themſelves for 
theirowne fennes, andthe finnes of the people : 
as we know, Panel, and Ezra,and Daviddidin| 
their prayers , but I will not ftand to inlarge m 
ſelfe therein,for it is well enough known to ſuc 
as are converſant in the Scriptures : only let me 
exhortevery man, when hee commerh with any 

| requeſt and petition tothe Lord lethim firſt ex- 
amine his heartand life diligently, looke backe 
toallhis former wayes,confider and go through 
all the particulars , ſec ifthere bee any rhing a- 
miſſe,ifthere beany tinQure of uncleannefle yer 
lyiog upon him,which is not yet waſhed away,if 
there be afiy pollution, any defilement of fleſh, 
of ſpirit z arid lethim know,that it is but labour 
loft;itis aprovoking of the Lord, to come with 
mopregareciheNhkd draw neere to him,except he 
becleanſed. | 


© But you will fay, How ſhall webe cleanſed : Queſt. 
e[04 K | 


—_ 
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Anſw. 


2 Meancs of 
cleanling a 


: many Ic ife o 


"IT 


-Y 


1 Cor 9. 


Coſciouſnefle 
of fin a great 
hinderance in 
our prayers. 


Smile, 


Heb, 10. 34+ 


i 


—— 


| Tanſwes, you are cleanfed by renewing, your. 
repentance, and ſprinkling the blood of Chriſt: 
when a ma humbles himſelfe for his finne; ana* 
entreth intoa covenantwith God, not to returne 

unto it,when he makes his heart perfe@,and ſin- 

cere with the L'o x'p inthar particular. 

And ſecondly, when he ſhallwithall beleeve, 

that it is forgiven through Chrift, when hee is 

fprinkledwith his blood rowaſh it away:though 
thy finnebe grear, yer this will make thee'pure, ! 
| now thou artwaſhedz as it is in 1'Corrarch. 6; 9, 
Now y0u are waſhed, new you are ſanfifitd, nd# you | 
are juſtified : therefore let no man bee difcoura- 
ged inthis caſe : for, I confefſe, there is nothing 
that gives ſuch acheck toour prayers;that'gives 
ſo many ſtabs tothem (avitwere) thathinders 
us in that duty, as the conſciouſneſſe of 'ſinne, 
when a man remiembers ſuch and fuch a finne he 
hath committed, which doth much diſcourage 
bim;ifby the blood of Ieſus Chriftthey be not 
wathed away.Thougha mans face be very foule, |. 
yet you know,a baſen of cleerewaterwillwaſh ir 
cleane, and all rhe filth is gone ,, now the bl6odt ! 
of Chriſt is more-effeCtuall to rinſe thy con- 
ſcience, and to purge it:from dead workes, to 
take away, both the guilt, and likewiſe the filth 
and ftaine of fin,than wateris ro clenſe thy face: 
and therefore,ifthou haſt any findglabourrp be 
waſhed from it, that ſo thou maifticometo the 
Lord, having thy heart ſprinkled :fromanevill 
conſcience, and thy body waſhed in purewater; 
as it is Heb,10.22, Let wdrawncere;laith the A- 


poſtle, 


_—_ 


——_ — 
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ſtlegin afurance of faith , (but how >) having our 
Ls rikkled from an evil conſcience * as th 
ſhould ſay,otherwiſe your drawing neerewillbe 


-| tono-purpoſe, you ſhall bur provoke the Lordin 
drawing neere,exce;;t you bethus ſprinkled,and | 


thus waſhed, and thus purified. —_— 
I, but you will ſay to mee, ifthis berequired, 
who ſhall be heard in his prayers ?-For who can 
ſay his heart is pure,and his hands are innocent ? 
and if this be required; that we muſt lift nþ holy 
aud pnre hearts,or clſewe ſhall not'be accepred,; 
what comfort ſhall wee have incalling upon the 
Lord, at any time ? | 
To this I anſwer, that to havea pure heart is 
not to be free from (in, and fromdaily failings, 
(for ſo indeed none ſhould' have a pure heart); 
bur pureneſſe of heart, holinefle of heart is, to 
have our hearts ſprinkled from an evill conſcience, 


| 4nd to have our bodies waſhed with pure water, (that | 
is)to be purified before the Lord is nothing elſe, | 


but to have ſuch an habituall diſpoſition,which 
makes a man ready towaſh himſelfe ſtil,though 


| | hee bee ſtill ſpotted with finne. So that this is |' 
| the diſpoſition of a holy many if a manthar' 


drawes neere to the L ox» witha pure heart, 
though hee bee ſtill ſpotred, and 


rurewithin, that is ſtil working out that impu- 
rity, and waſhing it away; though ſtill he be op- 
poſed,and afſaulted,and rempred,and ſomtimes' 
{oiled;yer ſtill he refiſts it, and fights againſbir; 

K 2 as 


«*;,- 


731 


— —_— 


| have a pure 


lluted, and | 
defiled, yet hee hath an habituall difpoſition, || 
hee hath aprinciple within, hee hath a new na-] 


cel 


A nſw. 


Whar it is te 


heart, 


232 


& he'y heart 
never miket 
peace with bn 


= 


de 


” 
y—_ 


att. MES. a ad _ 


_ Ja Bara.” 


as the/ſraelites had a charge never to make peac | 
with Ams/eþ: ſuch adiſpolitionisimaboly man, 
hee never makes peace with any finne; though 
hee be led captive ſometimes vy it, yet he yeelds 
not tothat captivity.This is to have a pure heart, 
though his heart bedefiled ſomerimes as a veſ- 
ſell will be foule, yet bee waſheth, and rinſeth 
his hcart, he never ſuffers it to continue muddy, 
and uncleane,and ina filthy diſpoſition, but hee 
bath a fountaine, aſpring of grace within, that 
willworke outall impurity, as a ſpring workes 
out mudde; he that thus purifes himielfe till, 
though the fountaine be muddy, though there 
bee many inje&tions, many temptarions, many 
luſts and finges ; yet if hee be purificd himſelfe, 
that keewillſuffer no ſinne tominglewith his 
heart (as it were) to reſt there, and to abide, |} 
and dwell rhere,ta lyeand continue there,ſuch 7 
man hath a pure heart. We ſay,that is pure, that 
is full of ix {el fe, and will have 115 heterogenea, no\ 
other _ mingled with ir,ſuch athing is pure 
as pure oyle is nothing elſe but oyle. Now hee 
that bath apure heart,is not ke that hath fimply 
nothing elie, that hath no finne mingled, that 
hath no drofſe mingled with his wine, but hee 
that ſuffers it not toreft there, foras oyle and 
water, when you jumble them together (as you 
know) when they are ſhaken together,they min- 
gle,yet the oyle workes our, and purifies it ſelfe, 
1twill not ſuffer ir ſelfe to abidewith the water: 
ſoa man that is regenerate,a man that is borne of 


| Ged,hath a {ced remaining in him,though he'do 
| ſin, 
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fn,yer,ſaith the Apoſtle, he canner flune,that is,he 
doth notagree, hedoth notminglewith thar fin, 
it hath noreſt in his heart, but heworkes itour; 
ina paſſionwhen hee is ſhaken (as it were) when 
he is tranſported, when he is not himſelfe, there 
may bee a mixture, and the fountaine, and the 
ſpring:may be made muddy,yet let him cometo 
himſelfe, ſtill hee workes it out : and this it isto 
have a pure heart. So that a man,a man thus af- 
teted,may comewith boldneſſe tothe throne of 
| 3s not be diſcouraged;whart though thy 
;nnes be many, and very great, and oftenrepea- 
tedzyet if thou find in thylelfe ſuch adiſpofition 
of pureneſſe and holinefle,ſtill roclenſe thy ſelf, 
though thou be ſtill polluted and defiled, I can 
aſſure thee, thy heart is pure,thou maiſt gowith 
confidenceto the Throne of grace. 

But now you will ſay this to me(for that may 
be obje&ed) why 2 but may not any carnall man 
fay as much,he ſins againft Go p,and comes and 
askes mercy, he comes andcries for forgiveneſle 
and ſaith hewill ſinne no more,and yet he ſ{innes 
again the next day,and addes drunkenxeſſe to thirſt, 
that is, his finne and his repentance they run in 
a Circle,as drunkenneſſe and thirſt? how ſhall we 


then diſtinguiſh between theſe two 2 rhat puri- 


fying diſpoſition in the Saints, and thoſe vani- 
ſhing purpoſes that carnall men may have, who 
notwithſtanding never had experience of the 
worke of grace, of that purity of heart that wee 


ſpeake of ? | | 
Tothis Ianſiwver briefly, you ſhall know th 
K 3 diffe- 


Objees 


A nſw. 


FR 


| 


{ rwcenc the | to finge,and is defiled with it, hee waſheth him- | 


Difference be- | difference by this,a godly man, when he falls in- 


godly and &- | ſelfe from day today; you ſhall find alwaics this, 
thers in fallang | K 
:nto Fane, | Chat be gets'ground of the fin, of the luſt which 
manifeſts it ſelfe inany aQuall tranſgreſſion, ſtil 
_| it loſeth by it, itgathers not ſtrength, but loſeth 
trength:in a carnall manit is quite contrary,his 
ſinne ſtill increaſeth, and intends the habit, and 
the luſt growes ſtronger and ſtronger, it gets | 
round of him, and thoſe good things that hee 
ath, they are more and more worne out,and fo | 
they grow worſe and worſe from day today:and 
that is theproperty of an evill man,ofunregene- | 
racy whereſoever, it is apt to grow worſe and 
worſe, and the more falls they have, the more 
ſinne gets ground,and the more they loſe;bur ir 
| is not ſo with an holy man;the more he falls, the 
| More ſtrength he gathers,he is the more holy by 
; it, the more wary, and watchfull over bis wayes, 
| hee1s the more emptied of himſelfe,and drawes 
| neerertothe Lox Þ», and is the morcinflamed 
with love of him, yea he is ſtrengrthned in faith, 
and repentance,and incvery grace ; ſo that here 
therule now holdsnot true, that As increaſe 


Sinne im a car- 
'nal man grow- 
eth ſtronger , 
in a godly 
man weakcr. P 


Mn kabirs are. but the contrary, Atts leſſen the habits, 
| which is a paradox 1n Philoſophy, but here ir is 
ſo. 
| Queſt. If yon aske how this can be ? 
An'w. I anſwer, in its owne nature every a& intends 
How finin2 |the habit, as well ina godly man, as another 
nr hore man, but it comes to paſſe by accident, as wee 


his«all. { ſay, becauſe thegracein him is ſtirred up, by 
| thoſe; 


: 
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theſe foiles, and ſlips, thoſe fals and infirmities, 
to which he is ſubje& , I ſay, grace is ſtirred up 
in him more and more, and he receives more vi- 
| gour and ftrength thereby. As we ſay of true va- 
lour, it is inereaſed more by oppofition; ſo it 
comes to paſle, that the more the childe of God 
falls into ſinne, the more grace is intended, Sa- 
tan gets leſle ground; as Hezekiah, when he fel] 
into pride, the pride of his heart was lefſened 
more by itafter the a, than it was ar that time 
when he ſhewed his treaſure tothe Ambaſſador 
of the Kingof Babel,he knew nor before the pride 
of his heart ; that finne,that fall,did manifefthis 
corruption,which he did not ſee before:for when 


a right principle within, grace is ſet more on 
worke toreſift ſinne. Se David, when hee had 
numbred the people, that made him morc hum- 


mercy afterwards, than ever he did before, hee 
ſhewed him where the Temple ſhould bebuilt, 
and uſed him in that worke, whereas hee never 
ſhewed him ſuch mercy,and kindnefle before: (I 
cannot ftand to exprefle particulars)ſoit is with 
all Gods children , their —_ are never better, 
nor ina more holy temper, ina more gracions 
diſpoſiti feareful tooffend, than after their fals. 
And therefore conſider this,thatthoube not de- 
ceived ; but maift diſtinguiſhbetween this fal- 
ling into finne, and waſhing your ſelves, and 
that relapſe to which evill menare ſubjeQ; keep 


the heart is ſincere, when it is pure,when there is | 


ble, and therefore the Lord ſhewed him more | 


| that forarule, that whereſoever there is true| - 
| AS grace, 


Valonr increaz 
ſed by oppofi- 
tion. 


che Godly be 
after; 
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s 
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Sinole, 


Vertue gets 
rength by 
wounds, 


$:mnle, 


I 


grace, till it Rimes itſelfe more and more, as it | 


ndes more refiftance, even as the wind and the! 
water, and the firedoth ; you know, the water; 
when it findes aſtop,it grewes more violent,and 
ſoalſo the winde ,, of the ſame nature is grace, 
where it findes a top, or reſiſtance, .it growes 
more ſtrong,and intent. The heathen had a little 
glimpſe of this truth, when they ſaid of vertue, 
that it growes more freſh and vigorous by being 
wounded ; it is true of grace and holineſſe, the 
trueſt vertuc, the more 1t is oppoſed, the more it 
growes:even as you ſee inoppofition inthe dif. 
utes of $cholars,and all kind of contentions in 
w, or any thing elſe,the ſtronger the objection 
js, wherethbere 1s _— inthe party, it produ- 
ceth new motions, and new anſwers, and puts 
them more toit ;ſotheſe aflaults and remprarti- 
ons,mhen there is truth of heart within, it drawes 
out more holineſſe to:Ged, and! more ftrengrh, 
it multiplies the graceof God within:ſo that the 
graces receive increaſe, and rhe more they are 
exerciſed, and mtended,finnefull luſts decreaſe, 
the minde is more empried forth;the chaffe that 
is.inus,and the droffe is mote winnowed out, & 
the þcart 21s more clenſed from it. So much ſhall 
ſerve tor this, that whoſoever will come to rhe 
Lord in-prayer, muſt ſan&ifie him inhrs heatt, 
thatis;hemuſtcormewith a holy and withapure 
beart.VVherewith all we have ſhewed what this 


holinefſeand'purenefſe is, wherein it conſiſts,and | 
likewafe how the 'objeQion is anſirercd, thar 
might deceiveus... - TN 
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'  Imuftaddeanorher, you ſhall find'in Phil.g, 


6. whenſoever you come to make your requelts 
tothe Zord,this is another condition that he re- 
quires, to bee thankfulltor the mercies you bave 
received already : in ell things, faith hee, /er your 
requeits bee made knonne $0 the Lord , with thankſ* 
giving : as if hee ſhould ſay, Take heed of chis, 
that whenſoever you come to put up any petiti- 
on to the Lord,you forget not the duty of thank- 
fulnefle bur ſtill when you:come to aske any 
thing that you want , remember that you give 
thankes for that you have, Beloved,this conditi- 
on muſt natbe omitted ; you ſee the Lord him- 
ſelfe puts it'invery carefully.Les your requeſts bee 
made knonne with Prayer, and.ſupplication, and mith' 


—__— There is much reaſonwhy our pe-| 


titiens and requeſts ſhould bee accompanied 
with thankſgiving tothe Lord ; for is it not rea- 
ſon when you come ta aske ſoraewhat for:your 
ſelves, that you ſhould doe that alſo that is ac- 
ceprable to God? will aman ſerve bimſelfe alto- 
| ani to:.comemeerely. to aske the thing hee 
ants This aman may doc out of love tobim- 
ſelfc,out of reſpe& ro himielfe;butlyou muſt re- 
member to doe ſomething that is pleaſing aud 


acceptable tothe Lord; And therefore you ſhall | 


finde in the old Law; ,whenſoever they had any 
eciall requeſt to the Lord,they were comman-- 
ed till ro come with peace Offerings,that is, Of- 
ferings, wherin they expreffed thankfulnes,you 
ſhal find this cuſtome ſet down inZevir.8& other' 


places, that ſuch'a man as came to requeſt any 
kr Vf thing," 


6. Condition 


requiredin 
prayers is 


Thankeſulnes- 


P bil, <. 6, 


—_ 


If wee looke 
onely on our 
Wants,we ca 
not be thank- 
full. 


] ring, thatis, 


| _ at the Lerds hands,mightnot come emyry- 


- and what ſhould he bring with him? a 
eoffcring : what was that > thankefulneſſe 
or that peace he had injayed, that was a peace 


| offering. For peace isa generall word, compre- 


hending all kinde of mercies, for what is our 
health, but the peace of our humeurswithin ? 
what is our checrefulnefſe and jey,but the peace 
of conſcience within > all the comfort wee have 
in our name and ſtate, it is peacein the particu- 
lar,&c.So'T ſay,whenſoever thau commeſt with 
a petition, m_ not tocome with a peace offe- 

orget not to come with thankſgi- 
ving to the Lord, for that which thou haſt re- 
ceiyed ; doe ſomewhat that is acceptable tohim 
as well as fecke for that which is uſefull for thy 
ſelfe. . Beloved, there is much reaſon for it , be- 
cauſe, ifa man be poring on his wants ſtill, if it 
be in his mind when he comes tocallupon&eg,it 
will indifpoſe him for ſpirituall performance, it 


tent, it wil imbirter his ſpiritzbut when as a man 
remembers many mercies that hehath'received, 
when he makes a ca neof them.,and enume- 
rates them, it ſweetens his ſpirit, it makes him 
more gracious, it a&s th races that are in 
him, it drawes hinvneerertothe Lord, it quic- 
kens him, it makes hirs more contented with his 
condition that he is imwwhereas.on the other ſide, 
forgerfulnefſe of mercics, when a man is onely 
intent upon his petition to have the thing done, 
hee breakes many times into that ſullennefle of 


Sw WI diſpo- 


| 


will beget murmuring,and ſowreneſſc,8& diſcon- | 


—  — 
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diſpoſition, that we find inchildren, 'thatwhen 
they cagnothave all that they would,they-throw 
a thatwhich they have ; in likemannerit is 
our fault many times whenwecome and ſcck to 
the Lord for any thing that we have need, we are 
ſo intentupon it,thatwe forget al the mercies we 
have reccived, as if they were nothing : the' Lord 
would not have it ſo,but will have us remember 
what = _— that wee as | beecontentto 
want, that our hearts may ht topati- 
ence and contentment, under Lad oo and to- 
want whart it ſhall pleaſe him4or atime todeny 
us ; as /ob reaſoneth, ſaith he, / have received good 
from the Lords hands (it is his anſwer to his wife) 
and ſhall I not yeceiveill 2 So, ifa good man bee 
thankfull for mercies, it will make him ready to 
doe ſo, itwill make himconteatwith that pre- 
' ſent want: for hee lookes to that which be hath 
had in hand, VWhena man faith thus with him- 
ſelfe, thus, and thus much good I haye received 
at the Lords hands, what though I want ſuch a 
thing > what though I bepreſtwith ſuch an af- 
| li&zonand calamity>I will be content to beare 
it : I ſay, the Lord lookes forthis, expoſtulating 
with him and murmuring againſt him, is not ac- 
ceptable to-him, but a mecke manner ofasking 
things at his hands, whena man ſoaskes, that 
withall he is-content to bee denied, ifhis good 
pleaſure be ſo,this he accepts. Now,thankfulnes 
. | for mercy,makes ns ready to be ſo affeed,to be 
willing to bedenied,tobe content to re(igne our 
ſelves to the Lord, and theretore hee at on 

thanke- 


—— 
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ſome good re» 
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7», Condition 
'tequired in 
prayer, 15.0 
come in the 
name of the 
'Lordleſus 
Chriſt, 


James 4. 
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Thankefulneſſe to goewith it, whenſocver wee 
come toaske any thing at his barids, Looketo 


Lerd,you be thankefull for the mercies you have 


prevailein our'requeſts. Thankfulneſle is (as it 
were) the incenſe that perfumes your petitions, 


without incenſe, when we offer up our petitions 
withourthankfulneffe,becauſe rhar is a ſacrifice; 
as you know it is'called the calves of our lips, and 
ever when you joyne thankefnlnefſe with your 
petitions, 1t is likea ſacrifice mingled with it, 
that heſpes to prevaile with you. 


in the Name of Teſws ChriFF, This is athing com- 
monly knowne, youwill {ay, who knowes not 
that except wee comic in the name of Chrift, no 
petition can bee acceptable > Beloved, I ſay to 
you in tharticaſe, as the Apoſtle 7ames ſpeakes, 
Iam. 4. where hee gives this rule,that we ſhonld 
ſay, If the Lord will, wee will doe ſuch and ſuch a thing 
ro morrow, fc. And when the anſwer would bee 


ready, Whorknowes notrhis, faith hee, if you 
' know the will of the Loxp, and ave it not, your 
' judgement ſhall bee greater, ſo 1 ſay, if any doe 
| Not praCticethis (and it is a thing we are excce- 


ding ready to forget, or wee are ready todoe it | 


had, remember them, for it is a = MEanesTto | 


that makes them acceptable,and prevalent with | 
the Lord, ſo much the ſooner : Prayer goes up | 


<4 


it then, that whenſoever yon come to ſeeke the | 


Thenextcondirion'is, and it muſt not befor- | 
gotten of all the reft, that wee come tothe Lord, | 


neon Ee conn > — 


ina formall, and inacuſtomary manner, bur to | 


doe it in good earneſt, as wee ought todoe it, 
therein 


_ ates tc. ws 
ty 


Wi 


ifany mat, oroughthis Saerifice, though itwere 
the beſt Sacrtfice atd the choiceR; yer, faith the 
Text, if bee-did wor bring it to the Priefl, and t6 the 
Altar, bus ſlay his ſacrifice elſe-where , without 4 
Prieft, ſuch a manwai guilty of blood, and nas to bee 
cut off frone his people-: that is, hee'-wasto bee cut 
off by the Prieſt, by excommunication, and | 
after by the civill Magiſtrate. - You know, it 
was Yz:ziahsfanlt ro incenſe, whenit was 
proper to the Prieſt onely to doc it. The ſame 
, inne wee commit when wee come- to the Lord, 
and thinke, becauſe wee hive | 
prayed fervently a little while, and our hearrs 
and ſpirits are in a good diſpefirion,and becauſe 
wee Cris no fihne of which wee are ronſci- 


be heard. Tr is true, the Lordrequires theſe yua 

lifications in the party, when hee prayes; but 
take heed of thinking tobee heard for this, this 
is to offer without a 'Prieft. You muſt come 
thus to'the Lox », ahd ſay thus unto him, 
Lox», Iconfefſe (notwithſtanding all this) 
am unworthy, 1 have nothing in mee, why thou 


I, er my prayer ſhould be able, bur I be- 
ſeech thee, take them at the hands of Cnnrsr 


| 


, arid || 


ous? therefore wee conelude that wee ſhaft} 


ſhouldeſt regard mee, ir carmort bee, thar either | 


our High PrieF, hee that is enrred into the vaile;he | 
that takes the Proyers of the $ aints , and mingles}. 


That yin hes) yak 
how great a ſinne 1twas; inthe old law, rooffer 
without a Prieft;iothe 17.0fLeviticw itis ſaid, | rwvir, 17. 
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then with ſweet odowrs; whien a men can —_— 
| | <4 


# 


FO. 
DO EI Cy —_— 


— 


_—_—— — ——_ __—— — ff - I 


The Saints daily 


: | is 3? 


J 


| 


| | 


o 


< —_—— 


| bur for Chriſt, 


Levid, F, I "= 


Our prayers 
are not heard 
for any excel- 
lency inthem, 


- "4, 


doe.this., with dependance-upon Chriſt, and 


comeboldly in his name,,.thatis taoffera ſacri- 
fice to him. This wee muſt carefully remember, 
and therefore wee fee an excellent exprefſioangpt 
itin Levit. 5. wherethis is made cleere to.you,; 
that.it is NAt.anyexcelicacy inthe perſon, nor a- 
ay fervency in ayer, nor any pureneſle, or 
holinefſe that is found in him, nothing that. 
comes from man, that cauſcth his panes to. bee, 
acceptable, bur, it.is the Prieſt: See the place | 


law was,that he that came to ſacrifice,nuſt brin 
a ſheepe, ox, a ſhee Goat, butif hewere not ſo ric 
as to:doe {ahewas able cnxongh tobring two "—_ 
tle, Doves;yetithe ES toloe thar,then. 
ſaith-the Text;He ſhall bring the tenth part of an E- 
pha of fine floure (a very ſmall thing) and then it is. 


anatonement:for bins, and. hisuune ſhall beforgiven, 
Vheace I obſerve this; that it is northe good- 
neflt of thedacrificegthe price,aor the choiſneſſe 
not che excellencyoizhatthough itwereathon- 
{and Rammes,cand ., many Sheepe, and, Bul- 
lacks'(as:yqu-regdde of many great ſacrifices that- 
were offercd by-the Kings)-yettheteurh partof 
anEpla of ge Floute, which was exceeding 
lietle,. thisprevayledriullas much : whence itis 
cvidenttbaglit.is-natinethe excellency of che (a- 
.Grifice but thepagreſiand theſmalleft, and the 
meaveſt (acrifice will prevaiie with Ged, as well 
astheridgheſt,,agd the'greatet, \Vhat is the rea- 


eneIacs Hi dnith obs ahePrieſethat muſt 


| 


from ver{.8.T0 the.1.. You ſhall findethere the] 


ſaid lerbimgive it tothe Pricft,, and bee ſhall make | 


offer | 


— 


— am 


it, 
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nbe makes it poo TTY I this caſe, lerthe 


rhat offers rae EL eoGended rothe 
Prieſt, andhee offers it, the Lordwill acce 23 
You ſhalfind thatrule;Levie-52r9. Herthat brings 

4ſarrifice. (this:cauzion was given) heemuſt put rb 
 ivcenſe odeſaler pl But (bouldhe ſacrifice 
be offered withonrincenſe? No,you ſhallfind 
Levit,16.thatalwayes, the Prieſt when he'cnrred 
into the Holy of Holir ih, hoc burnt i 


tharthe 
| cloud of thet in; ehſei night. cover: the Met cypſtate t 


the meaning is this,thatwhenanymah to! 


| acrifice be never ſomcaye; yet if ir bee: Chriſt | .; 


Levit 16.1%; 
Chriſt muſt 
pur incenſe to-' 
OUT prayerss 


| offer a prayer.to the Lord; he'can-purno incenſe. 
| roinghe.Prieftonely heimnirſt pur in Segal | 
{is Inzvs.Grark 

3 Kcembireintheitowiſmeils alordaroftor 

The Lordexpreſſeth himſelicinthis manneravif 

be werediſquicered for fin, andican take _—_ 
non/whon! Teſw Chrith offers aſi 

Aſaveur efreſt; becauſe it coimes/from nts 
{whom hee is well pleaſed :\ſo Lay, wee muſt be 


of Cirif.. b1;.2' 1999 ay a7 104 birodr of 
I: Ion evaryananiKich How 
i, ke. ner & 1 guol? font o 


carefull.thatwe remember we come inthe name 


» vm 


Obit; 
HAnſwe 


| neffe; and: confidence; that 84natgumencthat 

' you looke GAY A APP LI I 11 es 

When a man 15 {6 ex tinitzous, -and 

' doubting, aud fearefull,thavhedares not come | 

| £0 the Throne of grace, 01; if hee dor,” yer h&e 
ſhalbeheard 


[es Kit 


ow | 
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You ſhall know it by- this; if you _— | 
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How to know 


| when we come: 


in our OWBEG 
names in 


pr aY fs 1 


*, v7 3 
v4 2,128: 299 
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ea —_ pan webs Ago 
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TIE 


| What requi- 
cedin the 
heart that 


inChrifte 
Namc. 


< Py 
Twothings 
required 7 
; our ſacrifice. 


comes te God 


| [ready toſay inthy 
| a amen ſay;(batibe ſo much pt | 


= { Chriſt;thenthougha manbeſinfulf;andth 


| be have nat thatholineffe char ivrequited,if th 


- 
- __ 


| priklepertio PRI thathehath 


| AdeAibenicabie a0. to 
demption, and is 


—_ WI LE "Wh 


or no,this 15 t00 much-looking to —_ 
the HighPrick is :ltthon comein His 
name, There 15 toccarrythee our, itwill 
bteed boldneſſe in fell breed confidence: 

if thou come. inthe name of Chraſt,and offer up 
thy prayers through him, itwill cauſe chee, in e- 
very petition thou:.putteſtup,to thinkethy ſelfe 
fo much ro Chriſt,that thou wilt be 


henf 
nd belriteinks 4 leſan Lbein 


tion is 


pon his ſcore; it will make him fo much indeb.. 
= to the. Lord leſus forkis ſin chars remirted, 
" asthat his | | 
rothankh 
: the! benefir Gf de \ 
ready tofay with himſelfe; IF 
Iefus Chriſt had not ( po—_ 

c efat imot 

ae 4a ry- e fairh;'Heb, 9, Tem Ak irr. 
ceſſion farawee, | had loſtthis benefit, I ha@tievet 
come to. have put up 2a to the Loyd, orifT' 
had, it ſhould not have beene heard. 10 | 


” Bueyoi will ſap TO'\mEs, ifrce Hee ietndfor| 


he havenoneof the precedentconditions, thou h, 


Prieſt him table; why!" hevhor 
-\ dapearmettarrhemoftholy man's” Ne 
Laofwer,briefly,choogh the Prieft give wed 
ceprance ro the ſacrifice, and' our prayers/ate 
eptdhvongh kim, erchavianrat; then 


AC 


- —Y 


—_ 
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arc two things beſidesrequired,  r. That theper- 
ſon that brings theſacrifice;be ; ped 
was tovring'a lacrifice: /''. That the ſa- 

crifice be withoutblemiſh ; hetharhath a male, 
and brings a femiale,is curſed :ſorthen this is re- 
quired,thar theiperſonberi and that the 
prayer be fervent, fuch as is indited by as 4 
of6odsSpirir,that.it may beaſacrifice fir forthe 
this, thardhooprhoyarien) and avert 
1s, rho e the prayer be 
thus qualified, and ta eakiadl horekhced condi- 
tions 11 it; yet it is nor acceptable withour the 
Prieſt. And therfore this ſhould encourage you, 
when youconfidertheglotious G ov, his holi- 
defſethar greatdiſtance betweeti him and you; 
and your ſelves, on rhe other ſide, how vile and 
ſinfull you are, and unfir tocome & put up your 
requeſts tohim, now, when you thinke of a Me- 
diator,of an high Prieft whois entred intohea- 
ven,whois gone thirher,and fits at the righrhand 
of Majeſty, making interceſſion for you, when 
you conſider there 1s one highPrieſt,who is able 
to prevaile, not like the Prieſts in the Law, bur 
one that is over the houſe of God, one that is his 
very Son,whois not entred in through the bloed 
of Bulls and Goates, but with his owne blood 
whenout of this you ſhal receive confidence,and 
come neere him with boldnefſe , this is to make 
uſe of Chri, and tooffer ſacrifice in him.There 
isnomoreremaining now , but that when you 


fitted your prayersaccording to them, 'tharyou 
L 


have conſidered all rhe conditions mentioned, & 
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Waiting in 


rayer rcqutr 


S$env(e, 


IT 


Inftances of 


| being over- 


hafty aftey 
prayer. 


"| be confident, andexpe&mutch, that when you 


haveiprayed, you may fay:thus x: Zord, I expe 
now the granting ofthem,thou canſt not nowde- 
ay them, Lora, Iwill wait now. And this is our 
fault,wben we have prayed,and the thing comes 
not preſently, weare ready togive over, weare 
nor willing towaite. Beloved, thatis one thing 
ſpecially to bee. remembred,, wee muſt ſo farre 
magnifie our prayers, wee muſt (eta price upon 
them (© farre, and ſo-citeeme:them, and thinke 
them of thatworth;that they wil bringthe thing 
to paſſe. If amantake adrugge, or amedicine, 
or an herbe, and uſe it to a wound, ora diſcaſe, 
once or twice, ar thrice, and if hee ſee it doth no 
good, he will lay it afideand take another medi- 
cine : for, ſaith he, have tryed it, and itwill doe 
me no goed , ſoa mandothwith his prayers, he 
ſaith, I bave ſoughttothe L o x o, I bave prayed 
for this thing twice, or thrice, and it is not gran- 
ted me; and therefore he is ready to lay it aſide, 
as if it were noteffecuall, and to take another 
meanes:this negle& of prayer is,not to know the 
force of the medicine. You muſt know therfore 
of what efficacy prayer is, and truſt it, and not 
giveover(foritis effeuall tobring the thing to 
paſſe) and make not haſte, but ſtay, and wait. It 
was S4rahs fault, when Abraham and ſhe ſought 
to the Lord fora ſonne,ſhe made too much haſte 
togive Hagar to Abraham, when as they ſhould 
have ſtayed till the L o x v had done it his owne 
way. So Rebeklah, there was a promiſe, and no 
doubt 1a:ob and ſhe prayed for the a | 
that 


—_—_ 


| 


| 


- 


} 


i 
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The Sainte daily Exerciſe. = 


that promiſe; but ſhe made too much hafte,ſhe 
tooke a wrong way to get the bleſſing by lying ; 
this was not waiting, but a tepping out to ano- 
ther meanes ; becauſe they thought prayerand 
dependance upon Ged would not doe it, So Sau 
would not wait upon G o », buthe would offer 
ſacrifice, this was to make haſte, And iris, 
when a man is diſcouraged; David, when the 


thing was not preſently granted, he was ready to | 


give over,and falls to a def] _ complaint,ſay-' 
e 


ing, Ozeday 1 ſball fall by the hands of Saul. Take 


heed of this, and when wee offer up our prayers 


thus, learne to know what they are, learne to 
| rruſtthem,and todepend, and wait up- 
on God, ſay, certainly I ſhall not 
 _ bedenied, therthing ſhall 
ſarely be granted, 


(*"#) | 
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